)‘ ’
¥ & X8

EHROPE IN CRISIS
CONFERENCE / SIMALATION
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Europe In crisis
@ Mission: solve the problems, divisions and threats that exist in Europe -

This simulation / conference take place in the years between 1880 —1914. France has just lost a major war to the
Prussians (now Germany) and they are bitter enemies, Britain has a huge global empire and other nations want to
increase their own territory, especially in Africa. Russia, a vast country has been through years of trouble as its
people increasingly question the legitimacy and competence of their ruler, Tsar Nicholas Il. Austria-Hungary, a
once great empire is in decline and has been labelled ‘the sick man of Europe’. It wants to prove it is still a major
force and seeks to control territory in the Balkans, especially Bosnia - Herzegovina. So what now what?

Activity set up: assign students to play one of the characters / groups on the place cards that follow. It is not
necessary to have every group represented or discuss every item. Groups should be given time to prepare their
ideas and arguments for the most important items for their group. Suggested = 4-5 minutes per item.

The Court of Public Opinion decides the outcome following each item discussion. | suggest 4— 5 students in the
Court of Public Opinion group. They call the items to order, maintain discipline and monitor time. At the end of
each item, they should be given a short time to decide then announce their decision. The Court of Public opinion
may also choose to use the ‘gold tokens’ at the end of each item for the team that was most helpful or persuasive.

1: Naval Building: Britain has the biggest + most powerful navy in the world. Germany is trying to match it. Should this be allowed?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it -if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

3: Empire building: many European countries are taking land and resources from Africa. Should this be restricted or stopped altogether?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

The Russian people threaten to revolt against their increasingly unpopular ruler Tsar Nicholas Offer him support?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.




6: Triple Entente : Britain, France and Russia sign join together in protect each other in the event of war. Stop this alliance?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

8: USA isolationism: America wants to stay out of European problems. Should America be the world’s policeman?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.
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Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.
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10: Assassination: Austrian Archduke Ferdinand and wife shot dead by Princip while visiting Bosnia. Is Princip a nationalist or terrorist?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

u.914

11: Austria - Hungary threatens: to invade Serbia who it blames for the murder of the Archduke. Should Serbia be blamed or supported?

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

Is this item VERY important for your character/ group? If not, skip it - if so plan how you will persuade the court to support your argument.

13: Any other business: Any suggested items for discussion?




Time Tokens - you may wish to give each team three 45 seconds time tokens to play. Once

played this guarantees the floor + one minute of uninterrupted time to make their argument.




Tokens - the Court of Public Opinion may choose to offer reward token for teams that

are particularly persuasive or helpful after each discussion item.
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Kaiser Wilhelm
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Tsar Nicholas
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King George V
Britain
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Franz Joseph
Austria-Hungary
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WW1 Causes Activity

This resource is free to use and share.

Access THOUSANDS more icHistory
teaching resources using the Site Pass Discount.

If you have questions about the resources or details about the site pass
offer you can message me directly .... phil@ichistory.com

wwWw.icHistory.com
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