
Testing Reliability Using: ‘BIASED COP’  
         Discover: how to evaluate the reliability of sources   Explore: the principle of COP   Skill: source analysis and evaluation. 
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Arrogant. Only interested in own 
opinion. Not tolerant of other 
people’s beliefs or opinions. 

exaggerates 

ll About Me 

trong Language    

oesn’t Add Up 

Focus only on the good or bad. Not 
at all balanced. Subjective not 
objective. 

Boasts about own achievements 
OR disrespects those of others. 

Takes the truth but makes it 
much smaller or bigger. Or may 
just lie.  

The information is not  
corroborated by other more 
reliable sources of information.  

Contains reactive, emotional, strong 
words (e.g. superlatives ) look out  
for use of CAPS and !!!!!!  

 

Source CONTENT Reliability  

       ( What: Use BIASED to help )  
 

The content is / is not reliable  

Reason 1:________________________ 

________________________________  

Example: ________________________ 
 

The content is / is not reliable  

Reason 2:________________________ 

________________________________  

Example: ________________________ 

Source Origin Reliable? 

    ( Who , When, Where  )   
 

The origin is / not reliable.. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

Source Purpose Reliability 

           ( Why / Motive )   
 

The purpose  is / not reliable.. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

_________________________ 

Overall Source Reliability:  Very Unreliable    1           2          3           4           5           6          7           8          9           10   Very Reliable  

Overall Source Usefulness:     Not Useful            1           2          3           4           5           6          7           8          9           10   Very Useful  



Recognising Bias: Testing Trump’s Tweets   
         Discover: how to recognise bias  Explore: the mind of Donald J. Trump  Skill: source analysis and evaluation. 
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Arrogant. Only interested in own 
opinion. Not tolerant of other 
people’s beliefs or opinions. 

xaggerates 

bout ‘Me’ 

trong Language 

oesn’t Add Up 

Focus only on the good or bad. Not 
at all balanced. Subjective not 
objective. 

Boasts about own achievements 
OR disrespects those of others. 

Takes the truth but makes it 
much smaller or bigger. Or may 
just lie.  

The information is not  
corroborated by other more 
reliable sources of information.  

Contains reactive, emotional, strong 
words (e.g. superlatives ) look out  
for use of CAPS and !!!!!!  

 Why biased 1: Uses strong language 

Example: ‘TOTALLY ’ = superlative.  

Why biased 2:  Exclamations and CAPS 

Example. FAKE NEWS!   

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

icHistory.com 



Recognising Bias: Testing Trump’s Tweets   
         Discover: how to recognise bias  Explore: the mind of Donald J. Trump  Skill: source analysis and evaluation. 
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Focus only on the good or bad. Not 
at all balanced. Subjective not 
objective. 

Boasts about own achieve-
ments OR disrespects those of 
others. 

Takes the truth but makes it 
much smaller or bigger. Or may 
just lie.  

The information is not  
corroborated by other more 
reliable sources of information.  

Contains reactive, emotional, strong 
words (e.g. superlatives ) look out  
for use of CAPS and !!!!!!  

 

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  

Why biased 1: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________ 

Why biased 2: ______________________ 

Example. ___________________________  
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Why biased 1: Uses strong language 

Example: ‘TOTALLY ’ = superlative.  

Why biased 2:  Exclamations and CAPS 

Example. FAKE NEWS!   


