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Civil Rights in the USA: unit key words 
          Discover: essential unit vocabulary  Explore: key word definitions  Skill: vocabulary development. 

Words  Definitions Similar Words ? 

 Change A _ _ _ _  A 

 Centralised government of the USA   B 

 Right to vote Suff _ _ _ _ C 

 The first 10 amendments to the US Constitution  D 

 To protest by stopping buying or doing something   E 

 To keep apart or separate   F 

 Read and write  G 

 To frighten B _ _ _ _  H 

 To treat a person or group unfairly   I 

 A person who ‘belongs to’ or has rights within a country  J 

 Very important   K 

 The written rules or basic principles of a country - often officially recorded  L 

 A mob murder - often by hanging the victim from a tree  M 

 To pay money to be able to vote   N 

 Repair or rebuild  O 

 To keep a person or group down  P 

 The idea that individual states should have more power than Federal gov  Q 

 A common belief about a person or race—usually incorrect  R 

 Type ( group ) of people defined by their genetics   S 

 To be / feel better than   T 

 Important —able to make change or inspire  Sig _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ U 

 A position or opinion  that is held strongly   V 

 Stopped  Pr _ _ _ _ _ _ _  W 

 A minstrel - stereotyped black musician   X 

Citizen Franchise Supremacy 

Intimidate  Federal Literacy Influential  

Boycott  Oppression Bill of Rights Constitution 

 



Reconstructing the USA 
           Mission: to reconstruct ( rebuild / heal  ) the USA after the Civil War. 

1: Punishing the rebels: Should the leaders of the Confederacy be punished?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

The American Civil War was a bloody and tragic event fought between 1861-1865.  Over half a million soldiers died as a 
result and by the end almost 4 million slaves were now legally free. President Lincoln was shot and killed by Confederate 
sympathiser John Wilkes Booth on April 14th, 1865.. The nation was in shock and bitterly divided. So what now ? 
Activity: divide the class into 6 groups and assign to one of the roles on the cards that follow - perhaps break into several 
smaller groups if class size is large. Debate each proposal in the conference before the president decides the outcome.  

2: Employment: What will the freed slaves do for work ? Will they be paid the same as workers North and South?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

4: Education:  Should black children go to school? If yes, will they be allowed into the same schools as white children?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

5: Protection:  Should freed slaves be protected from revenge / anger from people in the south. If so—how ?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

3:  Voting: Should freed slaves now be allowed to vote in state and national elections ? .  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

6: Citizenship: Should freed slaves now be given full U.S. citizenship?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 

7: Enforcing decisions: Will southerners respect these decisions? If not, what will be done to enforce them ?  

 Take some time to consider your proposal before the conference and write it here.  

Get ready to pitch / debate your proposal. Be persuasive ! 

What actually happened ? 



Southern 
Senators 

MAIN AIM = MAINTAIN POSITION IN SENATE 

You will not get EVERYTHING so be prepared to NEGOTIATE, CONCEDE and COMPROMISE 
Try to get the best possible outcome for your group. Good luck! 

Rate The Outcome For Your Group:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

Consider: what is the MOST important item for you?  

Consider: what is the LEAST important item for you?  



Freed 
Slaves 

MAIN AIM = A BETTER LIFE ( WITHOUT GETTING KILLED! ) 

You will not get EVERYTHING so be prepared to NEGOTIATE, CONCEDE and COMPROMISE 
Try to get the best possible outcome for your group. Good luck! 

Rate The Outcome For Your Group:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

Consider: what is the MOST important item for you?  

Consider: what is the LEAST important item for you?  



Freedman’s 
Bureau 

MAIN AIM = TO HELP EX SLAVES START A NEW LIFE 

You will not get EVERYTHING so be prepared to NEGOTIATE, CONCEDE and COMPROMISE 
Try to get the best possible outcome for your group. Good luck! 

Rate The Outcome For Your Group:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

Consider: what is the MOST important item for you?  

Consider: what is the LEAST important item for you?  



Factory 
Owners (North)  

You will not get EVERYTHING so be prepared to NEGOTIATE, CONCEDE and COMPROMISE 
Try to get the best possible outcome for your group. Good luck! 

Rate The Outcome For Your Group:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

MAIN AIM = PROFITS ! 

Consider: what is the MOST important item for you?  

Consider: what is the LEAST important item for you?  



White 
Southerners 

MAIN AIM = MAINTAIN WHITE SURPEMACY 

You will not get EVERYTHING so be prepared to NEGOTIATE, CONCEDE and COMPROMISE 
Try to get the best possible outcome for your group. Good luck! 

Rate The Outcome For Your Group:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

Consider: what is the MOST important item for you?  

Consider: what is the LEAST important item for you?  



The 
President 

You should have an idea of what you would like and write down you own ideas about this. However,  you must listen to the 
proposals from each group that wishes to have input on each item before deciding a final outcome. 

 Can you keep all groups happy and heal the nation ? 

Rate How Satisfied You Are Overall:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10 

MAIN AIM = FIX YOUR BROKEN AND DIVIDED NATION 



The Jim Crow Laws  
         Mission: to consider how the Southern States responded at attempts to make all men equal  

The US ___________ states that all people are equal, but until 1863 this was ignored as black people were kept 

as slaves in the Southern States. After the American Civil war ended in 1865, the North punished the defeated 

South by changing the _____________ to make it clear that black people were now free from slavery, equal to 

white people and allowed to _______. However, as anger over the war subsided it became clear that most in the 

North did not really _______ about the former slaves because it allowed the South to introduce  the Jim Crow 

Laws. These laws were named after a character in a _____________ song that the slaves used to sing. He had 

allegedly had a white girlfriend which made him a hated figure in the ___________. The laws were introduced by 

the southern states after the Civil War to make sure that although black people were no longer slaves, they 

would never be seen as or treated as equal to whites. In sum, the laws were intended to maintain the status quo 

and white ___________.  The laws included ____________ black and white people by making them use separate 

sections of transport, washrooms, theatres and other public places.  A point of note was that when this was 

appealed to the Supreme Court as being unconstitutional, the court ruled it was not ____________ as long as 

segregated facilities were equal - ( of course they ere not ) . The Jim Crow Laws also ___________ black people 

from voting by using various tricks or methods to prevent them from registering. This included introducing a lit-

eracy test to show they were clever enough to vote, introducing a ________ tax as a condition of registration 

and also a Grandfather Clause that stated only people with a grandfather who had voted could themselves vote.  

Another feature of this time was the expectation of ________ etiquette.  For example, a black man could not 

offer to shake a white man’s hand  or even touch a white woman. A black person must refer to a white person as 

‘sir’, ‘maam’, ‘mr’ and IF a black person was allowed to eat at the same table as a white person he was served 

last  

Plantation  

Care  

Racial 

Poll 

1:  Sum up the Jim Crow Laws in your own words 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2: Choose - Poll Tax, Literacy Tests or the Grandfather Clause and explain how they stopped black people from voting 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3: What was the aim of  the new expectation of racial etiquette in the South?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  _  _  _ 
_  _  _  _   

R _ _ _ _ _ 
E _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  



The Cartoon About A Judge and Two Rooms  
       Know: how to identify the main features of a cartoon   Understand: how to interpret these features   Skill: cartoon analysis + evaluation. 

Message of the cartoon  (write this AFTER completing DEC process) 

Describe the main features of the cartoon. 

Explain what each of these features means / represents 

Context: what historical event is this cartoon about? 

Reliable or Not?  (Circle a score below) 

Unreliable     1      2      3      4      5      6      7     8       9      10     Reliable 



The Cartoon About A Family And A Wall  
       Know: how to identify the main features of a cartoon   Understand: how to interpret these features   Skill: cartoon analysis + evaluation. 

Message of the cartoon  (write this AFTER completing DEC process) 

Describe the main features of the cartoon. 

Explain what each of these features means / represents 

Context: what historical event is this cartoon about? 

Reliable or Not?  (Circle a score below) 

Unreliable     1      2      3      4      5      6      7     8       9      10     Reliable 



        Mission: to analyse and evaluate a range of sources to help understand what happened after the Civil War ended.  

 What was the era of Jim Crow? 

Post Civil War,  Reconstruction and Jim Crow.   
 

With the end of the American Civil War and the emancipation of the slaves there was much reason for optimism from former 
slaves and those who supported them. The era of Reconstruction - rebuilding the broken country began. However, the hopes of 

those freed from slavery and their supporters would soon be crushed.  
 

1: Segregation 
( Separation )  

2: Franchise 
 ( Voting )  

3: Violence + 
Intimidation 

5:  Other 

 

‘The segregation and disenfranchisement ( restriction of 

voting ) laws known as "J  _ _  Crow" were a system of 

racial apartheid ( separation ) that existed in the 

American S _ _ _ _ _ for three quarters of a century from 

the 1890’s onwards. These l  _ _ _  affected almost every 

aspect of daily life, allowing for segregation of schools,  

p _ _ _ _, libraries, drinking fountains, restrooms, buses,  

t _ _ _ _ _, and restaurants. "White Only" and "Colored" 

signs were constant reminders of white s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ’ 

 

PBS.org/americanexperience. 

4: Racial 
Etiquette 

Ballot means vote 



" Travel in the segregated South for black people was humiliating," recalled Diane Nash in her interview for Freedom 

Riders. "The very fact that there were separate facilities was to say to black people and white people that blacks 

were so subhuman and so inferior that we could not even use the public facilities that white people used."  

 

PBS.org/americanexperiences 

‘Plessy v. Ferguson was a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1896. The case originated from an incident in 1892 

when an African-American train passenger named Homer Plessy refused to sit in a train car segregated for black 

 people. The court decision stated that racial segregation  was legal as long as “separate but equal” facilities and  

services were provided for both black and white people and therefore rejected Plessy’s argument that his  

constitutional rights were being broken. The Plessy V Ferguson decision was a huge win for those wished to 

maintain white supremacy and a defeat for those who campaigned for equal rights.’ 
 

www.history.com/topics/black-history  

L 

 

‘The American Civil War ended in 1865 with the North 
victorious and the Confederate South defeated. Slavery in the 
South was now illegal, the former slaves had the vote and 
groups of white Republicans started collecting batches of 
them and escorting them to vote. The situation angered many 
in the South and small white terrorist groups formed in  
various places to keep the blacks down and white 
supremacy in place. Far the best known terrorist group was 
the Ku Klux Klan. Klan members dressed up in scary  
costumes with hoods and masks, members rode about at 
night threatening and frightening blacks. They demanded that 
blacks either vote Democrat or not at all. They met defiance 
with beatings, whippings and sometimes murder. ‘ 

 
Historytoday.com 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/freedomriders/tag/diane-nash


A negro in the Deep S _ _ _ _  who tried to register to v _ _ _  might lose his j _ _  or credit. He might be beaten or k _ _ _ _ _.  ” I don’t want my job cut off “ one 
man explained. Another w _ _ more blunt “I don’t want my  th _ _ _ _  cut ”, he said. 
 
Accounts from the South c 1870.  

‘After slavery ended most  black people in the South worked as sharecrop-

pers. Sharecropping was a system in which black people rented their farms, 

farming equipment, seeds, fertilizer and such from white plantation owners. 

The owners charged very high  and unfair prices. Once their crop was  

harvested the sharecropper got money for some of his crop, usually a half or  

a third. However, once the money for farm rent and equipment hire was  

deducted, the black family usually ended up in debt to the white  

landowner. This left them in a never ending cycle of debt that  

was impossible to get out of’.  

 

 

 

Source Textbook  

Another reason why life was so bad n the southern states was the Ku Klux Klan 

or KKK. It was set up in 1865, after the Civil War.  Only White Anglo Saxon 

Protestants ( WASPS ) who promised to defend the USA from black people,  

immigrants, Jews, Catholics, communists and socialists could be members of the 

KKK. They usually met after dark and  marched wearing white triangular hoods 

and robes and carrying flaming torches.  A black person who tried ‘to rise above 

their place’ risked being beaten, tarred and feathered, raped or even murdered. 

The Klansman left burning crosses and one of their most common methods of 

murder was lynching ... the kidnap and murder, often by hanging their victim 

from a tree. Any white person who defended black people risked the same fate.  

 

School text : booklet.  

 

A Louisiana literacy test - 1870 



The Fifteenth Amendment ( change ) to the US constitution said that 
“the right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged…on account of race, color, or previous condition of ser-
vitude.” However,  after a short time of  open voting, southern states 
brought in poll taxes, and literacy tests to stop the black vote. Many 
Southern states, however, wanted to ensure that poor and  
uneducated whites were not stopped from voting by these 
tests.  The Grandfather Clause was a new rule introduced that 
allowed white voters to skip literacy tests, poll taxes, and other 
tactics designed to stop southern blacks from voting. The 
Grandfather Clause allowed those who were able to vote before 
1867 and those whose father or grandfather could vote before 1867 
to skip the tests and taxes. As no blacks could vote before 1867, this 
meant that black people were unable use this clause to skip the tests 
and taxes unlike poorer white people.  
 
www.blackpast—edited.  

 

 

 
Further - add or create  a source of your 

own that show what life was like for 
black people in the years c 1865-1900.  

W 

 

Sharecroppers   

 

A KKK Lynching  



The Black Experience: 1865 - 1900  
         Task: to identify key meaning or message from sources AND to create source tasks questions of your own.  

Source Key Point or Message  My Own Question or Source Task Suggestion   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



Source Key Point or Message  My Own Question or Source Task Suggestion   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



The Era and Legacy of Jim Crow  

 Compare  Message Repair   Guess   Define  Choose  Biased?  Create  

        Mission:  to analyse and evaluate sources to understand the era of Jim Crow. 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

 List 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

What is the message of this poster / cartoon ? 

The message of this source is …  

 

 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

What is the message of this poster / cartoon ?  - reading source F may help you 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Complete the following  statements... 

Homer Plessy refused to …. 

The US Supreme Court decided that ... 

This decision was a victory for …. 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Create a task / question of your own based on this source 

 

 

 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Complete the following statements... 

The Ku Klux Klan was … 

It’s main aim was to  ... 

It did this by  ... 

J _  _  s _ _ _ _ _ 

l _ _ _  p _ _ _ _ 

t _ _ _ _ _  S  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Complete the missing words in the source  .. 

The message of this source is …  

 

 



Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

What is the message of this cartoon / poster ?  

 

 

 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Choose the words that fit to complete the source text  

S V 

J K 

W Th 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

The literacy test ... 

You answer:  Draw a line around the number or letter of this sentence.  

You answer:  Circle the first, first letter of the alphabet in this line. 

The real aim of this literacy test was to ... 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

The literacy test …. 

Apart from unfair questions, how  does this test encourage failure ? Answer another question OR create a test question  of your own 

  

  

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

 

 

 

 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Create a question or task of your own from the text in one or both sources 

 

 

 

Segregation Voting Intimidation  Racial Etiquette Other 

Interpret the following ….. 

The eagle represents ... 

The crow represents …. 

The text means ….  

What is the message of this cartoon ? ( clue = carpetbaggers and scalawags)  
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Aims  

Challenges   

People  

N ational 

A ssociation for the  

A dvancement of 

C oloured 

P eople  

W.E.B Du Bois 

Complete this frame to create a smart summary. Combine, diagrams, text and drawings.   



THE NAACP 

The NAACP was established in February 1909 in New York City by an interracial group of activists, 

partially in response to the 1908 Springfield race riot in Illinois ( A northern US state) . In that event, 

two black men being held in a Springfield jail for alleged crimes against white people were 

surreptitiously transferred to a jail in another city, spurring a white mob to burn down 40 homes 

and murder two African Americans. The NAACP’s founding members included white people eg -

Mary White Ovington and  Henry Moskowitz along with African Americans such as W.E.B. Du Bois 

and Mary Church Terrell. 

 

Some early members of the organization had been involved in the Niagara Movement, a civil rights 

group started in 1905 and led by Du Bois, a sociologist and writer. The main aim of the NAACP was 

to obtain equal rights and eliminate racial prejudice in regard to voting rights, legal justice and 

educational and employment opportunities. A white lawyer, Moorfield Storey, became the NAACP’s 

first president. Du Bois, the only black person on the initial leadership team, served as director of 

publications and research. Since its creation, the NAACP has worked to achieve its goals through 

the legal system, lobbying and peaceful protests. In 1910, Oklahoma ( A US state)  passed a law 

allowing people whose grandfathers had been eligible to vote in 1866 to register without passing a 

literacy test. 

This “grandfather clause” enabled illiterate whites to avoid taking the reading test while 

discriminating against illiterate blacks, whose ancestors weren’t guaranteed the right to vote in 

1866, by requiring them to pass a test in order to vote. The NAACP challenged the law and won a 

legal victory in 1915 when the  that grandfather clauses were unconstitutional. Also in 1915, the 

NAACP called for a boycott of Birth of a Nation, a movie that portrayed the Ku Klux Klan in a 

positive light and perpetrated racist stereotypes of blacks. The NAACP’s campaign was largely 

unsuccessful, but it helped raise the new group’s public profile.  

In 1917, some 10,000 people in New York City participated in an NAACP-organized silent march to 

protest lynchings and other violence against blacks. The march was one of the first mass 

demonstrations in America against racial violence. The NAACP’s anti-lynching crusade became a 

central focus for the group during its early decades. Ultimately, the NAACP was unable to get a 

federal anti-lynching law passed; however, its efforts increased public awareness of the issue and 

are thought to have contributed to an eventual decline in lynchings. 

By 1919, the NAACP had some 90,000 members and more than 300 branches. 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/niagara-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/oklahoma
https://www.history.com/topics/ku-klux-klan


 

Civil Rights USA 
Part 1 

 
 

Get More History Resources 
@www.icHistory.com  


