
The Spanish Armada 



The Spanish Armada: key words starter  
          Mission 1: match key word to image  Mission 2: match definition with key word in the table below 

Word  Definition Similar 

Persecute   

Armada  F  _  _  _  t 

Refusal  R  _  _  _  _ t 

Crusade    

Piracy  T  _  _  _  _  

Supremacy   

Excommunicate  E  _  _  _  _ 

Proposal  S  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 
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To bully or treat a person or group badly or unfairly  

An army of fighting ships 

To say no 

A formal ruling to ‘kick out’ or ban a person from any belonging in the Catholic Church  

A word meaning to be the best or most important  

The act of stealing - often connected to theft of treasure on the high seas 

An offer ( of marriage )  

A war fought to defend the Catholic religion 



The Spanish Armada: key words starter  
          Mission 1: match key word to image  Mission 2: match definition with key word in the table below 

Word  Definition Similar / Translate  
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An army of fighting ships 

To say no 

A formal ruling to ‘kick out’ or ban a person from any belonging in the Catholic Church  

A word meaning to be the best or most important  

The act of stealing - often connected to theft of treasure on the high seas 

An offer ( of marriage )  

A war fought to defend the Catholic religion 





 
 

Once again established the 

authority of the Church of  

England with Queen 

 Elizabeth at the top 

 

The Causes of the Spanish Armada  
      Task : Add the following sentences to the timeline 

 
Henry VIII broke from the 

Catholic Church by created 

the protestant Church of 

 England 

 

This was an insult to Philip 

and Spain who hoped to  

influence religion in  

England and Wales 

 

France was an enemy of 

Spain but this war weakened 

it. Spain no longer needed 

England's alliance. 

 

The fuelled King Philip’s 

 idea to lead a crusade for 

 the Pope to remove  

‘Heretic Elizabeth’ 

 

 
This was a protestant  

country and Elizabeth felt 

 it was her duty to help the 

Dutch   

 

Such as Drake and Raleigh 

began attacks on Spain’s 

ships, stealing their New 

World treasures 

 

They wanted to reintroduce 

Catholicism in England and 

persecuted protestants 

 

Other attempts to kill her also 

fail. Philip planned to support 

a Catholic takeover  

 

This infuriated Philip as it 

showed Elizabeth fully 

 supported piracy on the  

high seas 

 

Protestants rose up against 

Spanish rule, Elizabeth sent 

money, supplies and 12000 

men 

 

 

Elizabeth sent 25 ships led by  

Sir Francis Drake  

 

After the death of Mary,  

Elizabeth ( a protestant and 

unpopular in Spain ) is 

crowned 

 

Philip had been planning her 

rescue before she was  

executed  

 

With only 4 ships,  he snuck 

into the harbour, sank 37 

ships and damaged more 



The Causes of the Spanish Armada  

1587: Drake Attacks The Spanish Fleet In The Port of  Cadiz 

 

1585: Spanish Ports in the Caribbean Attacked   

 

1587: Mary Queen of Scots ( Catholic )  Executed by the order of Queen Elizabeth 

 

1585: Revolts in the Netherlands 

 

1581: Francis Drake is Knighted ( now we call him  Sir Francis ) 

 

c1575:  English Seamen , ‘Sea dogs’ and Pirates 

 

1570:  Pope Pius V  Excommunicated Queen Elizabeth I  

 

1571 : Ridolfi Plot to Assassinate Elizabeth Fails 

 

1568:  Spain Invaded the Netherlands 

 

1562:  Civil War in France 

 

1559: Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity 

 

1559: Elizabeth Refused Philip’s Marriage Proposal  

 

1558:  Queen Elizabeth I  Takes the Throne 

 

1554: Queen  ‘Bloody ‘ Mary I ( Henry’s daughter ) Married to Philip II of Spain 

 

1534: The Act of Supremacy 

 

      Task: colour code - Long Term Cause          Tipping Point          Short Term Cause         Trigger  



The Causes of the Spanish Armada  

1587: Drake Attacks The Spanish Fleet In The Port of  Cadiz 

With only 4 ships,  he snuck into the harbour, sank 37 ships and damaged more 

1585: Spanish Ports in the Caribbean Attacked   

 Elizabeth sent 25 ships led by  Sir Francis Drake  

1587: Mary Queen of Scots ( Catholic )  Executed by the order of Queen Elizabeth 

Philip had been planning her rescue before she was executed  

1585: Revolts in the Netherlands 

Protestants rose up against Spanish rule, Elizabeth sent money, supplies and 12000 men 

1581: Francis Drake is Knighted ( now we call him  Sir Francis ) 

This infuriated Philip as it showed Elizabeth fully supported piracy on the high seas 

1571 : Ridolfi Plot to Assassinate Elizabeth Fails 

Other attempts to kill her also fail. Philip planned to support a Catholic takeover  

1570:  Pope Pius V  Excommunicated Queen Elizabeth I  

The fuelled King Philip’s idea to lead a crusade for the Pope to remove ‘Heretic Elizabeth’ 

c1575:  English Seamen , ‘Sea dogs’ and Pirates 

Such as Drake and Raleigh began attacks on Spain’s ships, stealing their New World treasures 

1568:  Spain Invaded the Netherlands 

This was a protestant country and Elizabeth felt it was her duty to help the Dutch   

1562:  Civil War in France 

France was an enemy of Spain but this war weakened it. Spain no longer needed England's alliance. 

1559: Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity 

Once again established the authority of Church of England with Queen Elizabeth at the top 

1559: Elizabeth Refused Philip’s Marriage Proposal  

This was an insult to Philip and Spain who hoped to influence religion in England and Wales 

1558:  Queen Elizabeth I  Takes the Throne 

After the death of Mary, Elizabeth ( a protestant and unpopular in Spain ) is crowned 

1554: Queen  ‘Bloody ‘ Mary I ( Henry’s daughter ) Married to Philip II of Spain 

They wanted to reintroduce Catholicism in England and persecuted protestants 

1534: The Act of Supremacy 

Henry VIII broke from the Catholic Church by created the protestant Church of England 

      Task: colour code - Long Term Cause          Tipping Point          Short Term Cause         Trigger  



 

  

   

  

 

Ranking The Causes Of The Spanish Armada 
        Mission: to recap and rank the causes of the Spanish Armada. You may also indicate if cause is  Religious ( R ) Political ( P ) or Economic ( E ) cause 

Marriage  

Refusal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drake 

Knighted 

Elizabeth 

persecuted 

Catholics 

My Rank Order 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Agreed Pair / Group  Order 

Spain Invaded Netherlands 

Piracy 

Attack on Cadiz 

Excommunication 

Mary’s 

Execution 

Acts of Supremacy 

Most 
Important 

Least 
Important 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 

R P E 



 Protestant England 
 

Philip was annoyed that Elizabeth I had 
restored Protestantism in England after 

the death of her sister, Mary I. 
 

 
 

 

Supporting the Dutch 
 

Elizabeth allied England with the 
Protestant Dutch states who wanted 

freedom from Spain and sent an English 
army to assist them. 

 

 

Marriage Refusal 
 

Philip had been married to Mary Tudor 
(Elizabeth's sister). In 1559 he offered to marry 
Elizabeth. She refused his offer and remained 

single. 
 

 

Piracy! 
 

Spain had colonies in the New World. 
Some English sailors such as Sir Francis 

Drake had been robbing Spanish treasure 
ships from the New World (1570s-80s). 

Elizabeth encouraged this 
 

 

Execution Of Mary Queen of Scots 
 

Elizabeth's decision to sign the death warrant 
 of the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots in 1587 

enormously angered Philip. 

  

 

Drake Knighted 
 

Philip’s anger with England increased further after 
Elizabeth knighted Francis Drake. The countries of 

Europe had an agreement that there would be free 
trade between them, Drake, however, preferred to 

trade privately and Philip saw Elizabeth's 
knighthood of him as an insult to the free trade 

agreement and began to prepare for war. 
 

 

Why Did Spain Try to Invade England in 1588? 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Tudors/spanish_armada.htm
http://www.historyonthenet.com/Tudors/spanish_armada.htm


Religious 



  Activity # 18 / 101  -  Follow Me 

 How it works ?  
 

1:  Select 6 students - assign each, one of the causes of 

the Armada.  Allow time to prepare a short ‘speech’ to 

show why their cause was most important. 

2 : Present a concise opening argument to the class. 

3  : Students then join / follow their cause of choice. 

4: Continue the debate allowing students  to  

contribute once they follow a cause. 

5 : Students can change at any time. 

6. Wrap up and rank outcome.  

Suggestions 

Teacher to join / help the 

person with least followers  

Adapt to  
Any causes / reason for failure / most 

 significant person topic  

       Skills 

Persuasion 

Debate 

Listening 



Events in 

Netherlands 



Protestant 

Elizbeth  



Piracy 



Marriage  

Refusal  



DRAKE  

KNIGHTED 



Execution  

Of Mary Q of S 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A 

A 

 

 

 

 A 

What Were The Causes of the Spanish Armada ? ( Essay Plan )  
Introduction: 1: Use a full sentence to answer the question in a ‘thesis statement’ EG; There were a number of factors that helped cause the Spanish Armada   2: Outline the three causes. 

Firstly, primarily 
 
 
 

1 :_______________ 

 

Also, secondly, 
 
 
 

2 :_______________ 
 

 

Finally, in addition.  

 
 
 
3 : ______________ 

 

Points  Examples 
 

to support your main point  
Explain 

 

the examples you have used ( short narrative ) 
Evidence 

 

A “quote” or statistic? ( 1 per para? ) 
Link back to the ? 

Importance of examples used  

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

This was significant because … 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 1 : Outline the most important point   2 : Are there any connections between reasons or opportunities to link to factors not mentioned in your main essay ?   

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

This was important because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

This was __________ because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

 

 

 A 

What Were The Causes of the Spanish Armada ? ( Example )  
Introduction: 1: Use a full sentence to answer the question in a ‘thesis statement’ EG; There were a number of factors that helped cause the Spanish Armada   2: Outline the three causes. 

Firstly, primarily 
 
 

Religious 

 

Also, secondly, 
 
 

Political 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Finally, in addition.  

 

 

Economic 

 

Points  Examples 
 

to support your main point  
Explain 

 

the examples you have used ( short narrative ) 
Evidence 

 

A “quote” or statistic? ( 1 per para? ) 
Link back to the ? 

Importance of examples used  

Acts of  
Supremacy 

Execution of Mary 
Q of S 

 

 

 

This was significant because … 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 1 : Outline the most important point   2 : Are there any connections between reasons or opportunities to link to factors not mentioned in your main essay ?   

 

 

Marriage 
Refusal 

 

Drake  
Knighted 

 

 

This was important because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Sea dogs’ 
Piracy 

Attacks on Spanish  
Caribbean Ports 

 

 

This was __________ because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE Spanish Armada 

The Full Pack Includes ... 
The Story of The Armada 

Why The Armada Failed Investigation 
Sources and Skill Work 
Challenging the Myths 

Puzzle and Review 
 

Available @ www.icHistory.com  


