


The British Empire: key words starter

@ Discover: new vocabulary Explore: key word meanings Skill: language development.
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The native or indigenous people of New Zealand

A group of people that move or settle in a new land

Property or possessions owned

INdepeNdeNce

ASSet

To make people ‘better’- more polite, peaceful and less savage

The first or original people to live in a place; also called the natives

Countries, land or colonies under the control of another

To gain freedom from the control of another country

To place a business or property under the control of the government
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Definition
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The First And Second British Empires

@ Discover : what lands made up the British Empire Explore : impact of the British Empire Skill : Knowledge.

An(1) is a group of countries ruled over by another. Britain began to get new lands or
colonies when English seamen sailed and traded all over the globe. In, 1497 Italian explorer John
Empire Cabot, backed with by English money (2 ) new lands in Canada. In 1607, Captain
John Smith set up the first colony in Jamestown, America. By 1783, Britain had colonies in Canada,
Trading America and the West Indies and the British East India (3 ) company had several trading

posts in India. This 'first British Empire' came to end after the American Revolution in 1776.

However, the British built a second worldwide empire, based on British sea-power, India and

conquests in Africa. This period is often called the (4 ) of empire. In 1769, Captain James
Cook claimed New Zealand for Britain while in 1787 Britain began sending British ( 5)
to Australia. In 1857, following a rebellion or ( 6) in India, the British Government

Period

took over control of India away from the trading company and Queen Victoria was crowned ‘Empress
of India’. Britain gained more territory following the ‘Scramble for ( 7 ) " that began in

Discovered , . . A ;
the 1880’s and victory in the second Boer war gave Britain control over South Africa.

Age By 1914, Britain had the ( 8) empire the world had ever known with lands that covered
a fifth of the globe. It was the largest empire the world had ever known and contained one quarter
of the entire population. Britain regarded itself as 'ruler of the waves' and the songs 'Rule Britannia'
and 'Land of Hope and Glory' show this. Most British people believed they were helping the world by
spreading (9) and Christianity as well as ending slavery and bringing 'Pax Britannica’',
Eggs or 'British (10) '. British power and influence shaped the world in all manner of ways.
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War and Conquest

1: Explain either the meaning of a colony OR an empire.

India 2: Name two areas controlled by Britain during the ‘First British Empire’.

3: Name two areas controlled Britain during the Age of Empires.

|

4: Name one factor that helped Britain grow its empire.

Mutiny

5: Why were many British people very proud or happy they had an empire?

Lasting Effects




The British Empire Basics

@ Task : colour code each region on the map, and match areas with each profile and the information on the following page.

~ Country or colony : Canada ( independent research needed ) Q Country or colony :
ug3 Year it became part of the British Empire : Year it became part of the British Empire :
How it became part of the empire : How it became part of the empire :
Key event : Key event :
Key character ? : Who was Pocahontas? :

Country or colony :

Year it became part of the British Empire :
How it became part of the empire :

Key event :

What does nationalised mean? :

Country or colony :

Year it became part of the British Empire :
How it became part of the empire :

Key event :
Why did Cook say that Australia was uninhabited?

Country or colony : ()  Country or colony :
Year it became part of the British Empire : Year it became part of the British Empire :

How it became part of the empire : How it became part of the empire :

Key event : Key event :

> 'J Who was Tupaia ? : How many Africans died in the Second Boer War ?
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20,000.
recorded, but estimates range from 13,000 to

Penal ( prisoner ) colonies were set up and
convicts shipped overseas to this new country.
British people were also encouraged to flock to
Australia for the opportunities it provided and
the different lifestyle. Starting a new life was
important for some people. Often, the British
government gave away free land for farms, to

’\ influence potential settlers to migrate .
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i including those of more than 20,090 British troops
g ops Non-combatant deaths include the.molre
el o tr\(/)vo‘:n.en and children estimated to have died in
e e Bt:srr\ camps from malnutrition and disease; the total
th:::wrl\)ceernc::kfrican deaths in the concentration camps was not

Jamestown

British and other European trading

Noticing smoke along the coast, a clue that people lived there, Captain Cook and a group of sailors went
ashore in two small boats, hoping to make friends with the natives. Four sailors were left to guard the
boats, but were surprised by the appearance of four Maori holding weapons. When one Maori lifted a
lance to throw at the boat, he was shot and killed. Cook returned to his ship named the Endeavour, and
the next day came ashore once again, accompanied by Tupaia. Some Maori were gathered on the river
shore, and communication was made possible as Tupaia's language was similar to that of the Maori. Gifts
were presented, but the killing of the day before had left the Maori hostile. When one Maori seized a

small cutlass from one of the Europeans, he was shot. An account of Captain Cook’s arrival in 1769. (')

companies had begun to build factories
in India. In 1756, the ruler of Bengal,
pelieved that the British intended on

colonising India. He took control of the

Battle of Plassey

Following the defeat of the Boers in the Second Boer
War, South Africa was created as a dominion of
the British Empire in terms of the South Africa Act 1909.

British Fort William in Calcutta ?nd began
to shut down English factories and .
warehouses. The British sent Rol?ert Clive
with an army from Madras. This leq to
the very famous Battle of Plassey In

1757, which the English won. ‘ >
‘ > "

In 1788, the first fleet lanc'ied
in Australia under Capta!n
Arthur Phillip and Captain

Cook. They declared the land

uninhabited as Indigenous

Australians were black and

not counted as people.

The American Revolution also
known as the War of
Independence arose from
growing anger between
Britain’s 13 North American
colonies and the British
government. Fights between
British troops and colonial
militia in Lexington and
Concord in April 1775 started
the war. France entered the
American Revolution on the
side of the colonists in 1778.
After French assistance helped
the colonial army force the
British surrender at Yorktown,
Virginia, in 1781, the
Americans had effectively won
their independence.

James Cook

O

On May 3rd, 1841 New Zealand officially became a British
colony. This followed the signing of a treaty of Waitangi—
an agreement between the British Government and the
Native New Zealand Maori. Th British governor said ‘we are
one people’. However, fights between the Maori and white
settlers continued until 1870.

After the Battle of Plassey, the
British realised that they could
place Indian rulers in different
area whom they could control and
eventually remove. At first the
British East India company brought
over private mercenaries to help
them keep control in India, even
employing Indians to protect the
company’s property. When the
Indian soldiers revolted in 1857,
the British government sent in
imperial troops. In 1858, the
British monarchy took over the
army in India and by 1874 the
British East India
Company was nationalised and
absorbed by the government. In
1876, Queen Victoria was crowned

Empress of India. O
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