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American Civil War - unit key words 
          Mission: to identify and match 24 key words and definitions  

Words  Definitions Similar Words ? 

 A military force of civilians - often used to support the ‘real’ army  A 

 Having full control - impendence of ‘our own’ decisions  S _ _ _  Determination B 

 To break away from  S _ _ _ _  C 

 Soldiers who fight on foot   D 

 Conflict -  those fighting have been influenced by more powerful forces  E 

 Countryside / farmland  A  _ _ _ _ _   F 

 Highest, best or most important   G 

 A person who did not want slavery to be allowed in new territories   H 

 Upper part of the U.S. Government ( legislative = makes laws )   I 

 A criminal who is ‘on the run’   J 

 To force something on someone  K 

 Reference to a Northerner ( New York ) person   L 

 The part of ‘bigger’ government that governs smaller states in a country   M 

 The idea of winning by using all methods and at any cost Scorched  E _ _ _ _ N 

 Southerner - Southern soldier - the South in the Civil War  Confederacy  O 

 To reach an agreement - both sides give a little … to get a little  P 

 Division and distrust due to difference of place and customs  Q 

 Soldiers who fight on horses M  _ _ _ _ _ _ R 

 Major building works and services - such as roads, railways and bridges  S 

 Refers to the North in the American Civil War  T 

 Soldiers left to protect a specific place  U 

 An organised -  ‘event’ with a specific aim  V 

 Cannons, bombs, heavy weaponry   W 

 Give up  _ _ _ _ X 

Senate Garrison 



American Civil War - unit key words 
          Answers …. 

Words  Definitions Similar Words ? 

Militia  A military force of civilians - often used to support the ‘real’ army  A 

Sovereignty   Having full control - impendence of ‘our own’ decisions  Self Determination B 

Secede  To break away from  Split  C 

Infantry  Soldiers who fight on foot   D 

Proxy War  Conflict -  those fighting have been influenced by more powerful forces  E 

Rural Countryside / farmland  Agrarian  F 

Supreme  Highest, best or most important   G 

Free Soiler  A person who did not want slavery to be allowed in new territories   H 

Senate Upper part of the U.S. Government ( legislative = makes laws )   I 

Fugitive  A criminal who is ‘on the run’   J 

Impose  To force something on someone  K 

Yankee Reference to a Northerner ( New York ) person   L 

Federal  The part of ‘bigger’ government that governs smaller states in a country   M 

Total War The idea of winning by using all methods and at any cost Scorched Earth N 

Confederate  Southerner - Southern soldier - the South in the Civil War  Confederacy  O 

Compromise  To reach an agreement - both sides give a little … to get a little  P 

Sectionalism  Division and distrust due to difference of place and customs  Q 

Cavalry  Soldiers who fight on horses Mounted  R 

Infrastructure  Major building works and services - such as roads, railways and bridges  S 

Union  Refers to the North in the American Civil War  T 

Garrison  Soldiers left to protect a specific place  U 

Campaign  An organised -  ‘event’ with a specific aim  V 

Artillery  Cannons, bombs, heavy weaponry   W 

Surrender  Give up  Quit  X 

 Garrison 



         Discover: examples of American Civil War sources  Explore: how to categorise these source. 

Identifying Civil War Source Types 

A source is anything that gives us information about History. It could be a letter, a picture, an audio clip a 
computer game, a book, a film, a diary or an object. There are three main types of historical source. 

Primary  (contemporary) , Secondary and Tertiary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

1: Modern Painting  2: Battlefield Site 3: Documentary  4: Soldier’s Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

5: Battle Re-enactment  6: Cannonball 7: Toy Soldiers 8: School textbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

9: Civil War Movie 10: Collector  Rank reliability! Rank usefulness! 

Original information that originates /  comes   from that time in history.   

Information created after that time in history - or a copy, model, replica.  

Created after the event but includes some primary information . 

 Primary  

 Secondary  

 Tertiary  

For each of the sources below decide if they are:  Primary ( P ) Secondary ( S ) or Tertiary ( T ) 

1         3         5         7         9         11         

2         4         6         8         10         12         
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqZJc7B8xsc




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcy7qV-BGF4
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https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/abraham-lincoln
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/declaration-causes-seceding-states
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/missouri-compromise
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/reasons-secession
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-sources/gen-p-g-t-beauregard-maj-robert-anderson
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/p-g-t-beauregard
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/p-g-t-beauregard
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/robert-anderson
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/maps/fort-sumter-animated-map
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/civil-war-casualties
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/civil-war/battles/fort-sumter#:~:text=Early%20on%20the%20morning%20of,was%20evacuated%20the%20next%20day.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfn5BZZBpoU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsbEmWkit9Y
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