
THE
FIRST WORLD
WAR

C H R I S T M A S  
1914

THE
FIRST WORLD
WAR

C H R I S T M A S  
1914
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By 1914, the First World War had settled into a brutal pattern of trench warfare.
Soldiers on both sides lived in muddy, rat-infested trenches, separated by a deadly

strip of land known as "no man's land." The war was supposed to be over by
Christmas, a myth that had fueled many soldiers' hopes. 

On Christmas Eve, German soldiers began singing carols from their trenches. Soon,
British soldiers joined in. The singing spread along the front lines, creating a

strange and beautiful moment of peace. The next day, soldiers from both sides
climbed out of their trenches and ventured into no man's land. They exchanged
gifts, shared cigarettes and food, and even played impromptu football games. 

This spontaneous truce was a remarkable moment for humanity amid a terrible war.
However, it was short-lived. Military commanders quickly ordered an end to the
fraternisation, fearing it would undermine discipline and morale. Soldiers were

forbidden from speaking to the enemy.

THE CHRISTMAS DAY TRUCE - 1914THE CHRISTMAS DAY TRUCE - 1914

‘I have just spent one of the most curious Christmas

 Days we are ever likely to see.  About 1.30 p.m the sergeant

ran in and said Germans were standing on their parapet 

 without arms. I ran out into the trench and found that our men

were holding their rifles and that the Saxons (Germans) were

shouting, "Don't shoot. We don't want to fight today. We will

send you some beer." I climbed over the parapet and shouted,

A German officer appeared and walked out into the middle of

No-Man's Land, so I moved out to meet him to the cheers of

both sides.’ 

The Captain C. I. Stockwell, 

Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 1914.

 

.

 

CIRCLE - TRUE OR FALSE?
THE TRUCE TOOK PLACE IN 1915 = T / F

SOLDIERS THOUGHT THEY WOULD BE HOME BY XMAS = T /F
THE BRITISH STARTED THE SINGING = T /F

THE SOLDIERS LIVED IN NO MAN’S LAND = T / F
THEY PLAYED A RUGBY MATCH = T / F

MILITARY COMMANDERS WERE HAPPY WITH THE TRUCE  = T / F
THE TRUCE HAPPENED AGAIN THE FOLLOWING YEAR = T/ F

CAN YOU EXPLAIN? 
1 - HOW THE TRUCE STARTED?

2 - HOW THE SOLDIERS FELT ABOUT THE TRUCE?
3 - HOW THE COMMANDERS FELT ABOUT THE TRUCE?

4 - IF SOURCE A IS - PRIMARY, SECONDARY, TERTIARY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fk-LjY16zdM


 

The Germans  
 began to 

 __________ . 

One of the Saxons 
shouted ‘’don’t 
___________’’ 

Soldiers came out  
of their 

 ____________ 

They exchanged 
things such as  

_____________ 

The football match  
was three goals to 

___________ 

The Germans 
laughed at ________ 
_________________  

The truce was ended 
with ________ 

shots fired skywards. 

The truce 
__________ 

happened again.  

 

  

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

At 8.30, I fired three shots in the air and put up 

a flag with ‘Merry Christmas’ on it.  He put up a 

sheet with ‘Thank you’ on it, and the German 

captain appeared on the parapet. We both 

bowed and saluted and got down into our  

respective trenches, and he fired two shots into 

the air, and the war was on again.  
 

 Captain C.I . Stockwell - Royal Welsh Fusiliers 

December,1914. 

Primary Secondary Tertiary 

Unreliable Choose 3 Reliable 

Propaganda 19th Cent 20th Cent 

 

3 - And they played ... 

5 - Where the soldiers lived  

6 - End to fighting   

7 - How it started 

’’It was far from easy to play football on the frozen 

ground, but we continued, keeping rigorously to the 

rules, despite the fact that it only lasted an hour and that 

we had no referee. A grate many of the passes went 

wide. Us Germans really roared when a gust of wind 

revealed that the Scots wore no drawers (underpants) 

under their kilts - and we hooted and whistled every time 

we saw a posterior (bottom) belonging to one of 

‘yesterday's enemies.’ But after an hour's play, when our 

Commanding Officer herd about it, he sent an order that 

we must put a stop to it. The game finished with a score 

of three goals to too in favour of Fritz against Tommy". 
 

 

Lieutenant Johannes Niemann 

133rd Royal Saxon Regiment, 1914. 

Can you find + correct 3 spelling errors?  

   

 

1 - Something they exchanged  

2 - Mixing with the enemy 

3 - A German nickname  

4 - Worn under Scots’ kilts 

German A 

Banned  

Fraternise  B 

Shells  

Command  C 

Tommy  

 

British D 

Bombs E 

Fritz 

 

British F 

Saxon  

Chaps G 

Men 

 

Truce H 

Order  

 

Ceasefire   

Forbidden I 

Mingle  

Be friendly 



‘I think I and my men have just spent one of the most curious Christmas Days we are ever likely to see. The Saxons (Germans) opposite had 

been shouting in English. About 1.30 p.m. the sergeant ran in and said Germans were standing on their parapet without arms (guns). I ran 

out into the trench and found that our men were holding their rifles at the ready and that the Saxons were shouting, "Don't shoot. We don't 

want to fight today. We will send you some beer." We did not like to fire as they were unarmed, I climbed over the parapet and shouted,  A 

German officer appeared and walked out into the middle of No-Man's Land, so I moved out to meet him to the cheers of both sides. We met 

and saluted. He introduced himself as Count something-or-other and seemed a very decent fellow. I said to the German captain, "My orders 

are to keep my men in the trench and allow no armistice.” He said "my orders are the same as yours, but could we not have a truce from 

shooting today? We don't want to shoot, do you?"  I said, "No, we certainly don't want to shoot, but I have my orders." So we  

agreed not to shoot until the following morning.’ 

‘I went out myself on Christmas Day and exchanged some cigarettes for cigars, and 

this had been going on from Christmas Eve till midnight on Boxing Day without a 

 single shot being fired.  The German I met had been a waiter in London and could 

use our language a little.  He says they didn't want to fight and I think he was telling 

the truth.  Fancy a German shaking your flapper (hand) and then a few days later 

trying to plug you. I hardly knew what to think about it, but I think they are working 

up a big scheme (plan) so that they can give us a doing over, but our chaps are ready, 

and I am under the impression they will get more than they bargained for.’ 
 

A letter from British Gunner - Herbert Smith, 1914. 

 ’On Christmas Day, a friendly gathering had taken place on the ground between the 

German and British lines, and many officers had taken part in it. This shows what a 

bad state we are in and that any orders I give are useless, for I have issued the strict-

est  orders that no fraternisation with the enemy was allowed.  To finish this war 

quickly, we must keep up the fighting spirit and do all we can to stop this. I am trying 

to find the names of officers who took part in this Christmas gathering.’  

 

A British general who visited the trenches wrote in a memorandum to  

his commanders in December, 1914.  

 

Captain C. I. Stockwell, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 1914. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaBJhmkDKmc&t=59s


What is the main point or message of source A? 

Provide a sub-point or message from source A 

How similar are the MAIN messages from sources B and C?  Not similar: somewhat similar: very similar ( Explain answer) 

How similar are the sub-messages from sources B and C?  Not similar: somewhat similar: very similar ( Explain answer) 

What is the main message of source D?  

Give an example from source B, C or D that corroborates ( supports ) source A.  

Give an example from source B, C or D that does NOT corroborate ( support ) source A.  

How reliable is source A?  Circle a score then explain your reason          ( Not Reliable    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   Reliable ) 

What are the most important AND / OR most surprising things you learned from these sources? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMbLpWzo8ig


 

Access the full Christmas Day Truce resource … 

THOUSANDS more history resources  

101 Source Collections  

 The History Mystery Detective Series 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ichistory.com/
https://www.ichistory.com/full-site-pass.html
https://www.ichistory.com/full-site-pass.html

