


Understanding The Political Spectrum  

Socialism Liberalism Capitalism Conservatism Fascism 

LEFT WING 
Democratically Elected Governments 

CENTRE RIGHT WING 

A system with high level of 
government control  as 

government know what’s 
best for the people. 

 

Big business and industries 
e.g. electricity, rail and  

post are run by the  
government 

A strict class structure that 
is difficult to move out of. 

 
A system in which one 
 person has complete  

control over laws and the 
people.  

 

Controls the army, media 
and even religion. Doesn’t 

have to be elected.  
 

Rules as a DICTATOR 

A system where the  
economy is KING!  

 
Businesses are more free 
of government control. 
Large businesses may 
 influence government 
policy. Easier for a poor 

man to move up the class 
system if he works hard 

and is successful . 

Power To The People High Government Control  

 

The workers enjoy more 
control and protection. 

  

The working classes 
 organise into  

powerful trade unions that 
make sure their members 

get a fairer, shared amount 
of profits and better  
working conditions.  

A classless system where 
all people  equal. Property 
is owned by everyone. It is 
seen as a threat to estab-

lished centre and right 
wing countries as the lead-
ers, rich and middle classes 
will be removed. Hammer 
symbol represents workers 
in factories and the sickle 

farm workers 

Communism 

 
The government’s main 
goal is the protection of 

individual liberty and rights 
of its people. 

The government is fairly 
elected by the people and 

is expected to serve the  
people. 

 

         Discover: 6 ideologies exist within the political spectrum   Explore : the nature of these ideologies  Skill : organisation and classification. 

The term right-wing and left-wing is said to have its origins in the French Revolution of 1789. This revolution saw the overthrow of the existing right-wing 
 monarchy. In the French chamber building the conservatives (the people who wanted to keep the rule of the king) sat to the RIGHT of the speaker whilst the  

radicals (those who wanted  change and handing of power to the people) sat on the LEFT side. 

Ordered 



Cold War Origins: key words starter  
          Answers:  

Word  Definition Translate / Similar 

Comecon An economic alliance of countries in the Eastern Bloc formed in 1949  

Blockade  To stop important goods and services reaching a country or place  

Rhetoric  Persuasive talk   

Aid Help or support   

Democracy  Vote - people have a say who is elected to lead them  

Ambiguous  Something that is unclear or may have more than one meaning   

Manifesto A list of political ideas and proposed actions   

Doctrine  A stated idea / belief about government policy - often in foreign policy   

Aid Democracy  Doctrine  Ambiguous  

Manifesto Blockade Comecon  Rhetoric 
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A list of political ideas and proposed actions  

A stated idea about government policy - often in foreign policy  

Something that is unclear or may have more than one meaning  

Vote - people have a say who is elected to lead them 

Help or support  

An economic alliance of countries in the Eastern Bloc formed in 1949 

To stop important goods and services reaching a country or place 

Persuasive talk  



Origins of the Cold War: Unit Key Words. 
         Mission: to learn ( check your answers )  

Word  Definition Similar Word ? 

Bolsheviks  The  Russian communists (group) who killed Tsar Nicholas Reds A 

Cominform Alliance of communist parties / governments in Europe - under Soviet influence  B 

Left-Wing  Political ideologies that ( in theory) gives the working classes more control  C 

Manifesto A set of aims or ideas Agenda D 

Rhetoric Use of language and / or persuasive speech  Propaganda  E 

Capitalism  A political ideology based on free trade / economy  F 

Potsdam The capital of the German state of Brandenburg  G 

Imperialism  Extending power through invasion or other influences  H 

Blockade  Stopping essential goods getting to an area Embargo I 

Yalta A Soviet resort town located in the Crimea  J 

Right-wing  Political ideologies in which the government has a lot of control   K 

Lenin A Russian (communist) leader and hero of the Russian Revolution  L 

Truman Doctrine U.S. President’s instruction to resist the spread of communism  M 

Ambiguous  A statement or idea that is not clear or well defined Vague  N 

Karl Marx  German Jewish man credited with founding the ideas of communism Marxism  O 

Subjugate  To bring under control by threat / force  Quash P 

Comecon  Soviet led alliance to give economic help in the Eastern Bloc    Q 

Doctrine  A stated idea about government policy - often in foreign policy   R 

Aid Help or support ( economic )  Relief  S 

Iron Curtain British PM, Churchill’s phrase to describe the line between the East and West  T 

Eastern Bloc The USSR and the European countries taken under Soviet influence  U 

Democracy  Countries where people are given freedom to vote + elect governments  V 

The West  The USA and its allies ( other friendly countries )   W 

Comintern Communist (international)  groups created to spread communism worldwide  X 

 Subjugate The West Cominform 



The Warsaw 

Uprising 1944 

The Soviet army 

stood by and  

refused to help 

the Poles against 

Germany 

Tsar Nicholas 

executed: 

1918. 

By the Bolsheviks -

He was the cousin 

of British King 

1917: Russian 

Revolution. 
 

The Bolsheviks 

led by Lenin kick 

out Russian Tsar, 

Nicholas 

Lenin, 1919 
 

‘’It is inconceivable 

the Soviets should 

continue to exist side 

by side with  

imperialist states” 

Cominterns 

formed 
 

Soviets encourage 

communist groups 

to revolt around 

the world. 

Karl Marx: 1848 

 

Teaches of a 

state in which all 

people are 

equal. 

Supporting the 

Whites 1918-21 
 

Br and Fr 

 support the 

Whites in the 

Russian Civil 

War Loans 1930s 
 

The Soviets  

refuse to pay 
back the loans of 

previous Russian 

governments 

Appeasement 

1938 

Stalin unhappy 

with Britain  

allowing  

Germany to 

strengthen. 

Nazi-Soviet 

Pact 1939 
 

Stalin signs a non

– aggression 

pact with Hitler.  1941-Harry 

 Truman 

U.S. Vice 

 President.  

‘’if Russia is win-

ning we ought to  

support Germany” 

Delayed Second 

Front   WW2 1944 

Stalin was angry 

that Britain and 

the USA took so 

long to attack 

Germany 

Mass Grave 

Found 1943 

10,000 Polish 

soldiers found 

dead. Soviets 
responsible. 

The Cold War Origins 

 Seeds of conflict up to 1945 

Blame Soviets 

Blame West  

No Blame 



The Origins of the Cold War: up to 1945. 
    Mission: decide which side was to blame for starting the Cold War 

 The ‘West’ The ‘East’ Sort 

Categorise the words 
in the ‘sort’ column 
into this row.  

The USA 

Britain 

France 

NATO 

USSR + Red + Soviets 

Eastern Bloc 

Bolsheviks 

Karl Marx + Lenin + Stalin 

Comecon  

 
 
 
 

The USA 
USSR 

Britain 
Red 

France 
Lenin 
Stalin 

Comintern 
Truman 

Karl Marx 
Communist 

Soviets 
Capitalist 

Democratic 
Autocratic 
Cominform 
Left Wing 

Liberal 
NATO 

Comecon 

Differences in  
Ideology  
(add from previous page ) 

Capitalist 

Democratic  

Liberal  

Communist 

Autocratic  

Mistrust +  
Paranoia 
(add from previous page and 
knowledge) 

Fear of communism  

See ‘rhetoric’ 

Fear of attack from the West - especially 

economically 

See ‘rhetoric’ 

 

Actions of the  
Soviets 
(add from previous page and 
knowledge) 

 Russian Revolution  

Nazi-Soviet Pact  

Killing Polish soldier  

Creation of cominterns  

Actions of the  
West 
(add from previous page and 
knowledge) 

Appeasement  

Supporting the ‘Whites’ 

Did not help Stalin fight Hitler at the end of 

WW2 

 

Rhetoric 
(add from previous and Know 

’It is inconceivable the Soviets should continue to exist side by side 

with imperialist states” Lenin. 
U.S. Vice  President.  

‘’if Russia is winning we ought to  

support Germany” 

Blame % ( circle ) 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


