
The First World War 
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Your Country Needs You …. but for what? 
         LO1  Discover : the meaning of  propaganda   LO2  Explore :  different types of propaganda and how propaganda works   Skills : empathy and creativity. 

 

When the war began there was much celebration in Europe as men queued to join the army. Most people believed they would be “Home by Christmas”, but they were  wrong.  
As the war dragged on beyond Christmas and the news  of the horrible conditions in the trenches reached home, men became less and less willing to join the army.  
To try and solve this problem governments used clever types of propaganda to try and persuade people to enlist ( join up ). 
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World War One Trench Project Piece. 
Brief : to complete a piece of project work based on any aspect of life in the trenches. 
You can choose the media you wish to effectively  present this information. For example ; a diary / letter, a 
presentation, a model, a video or audio clips, design a game, a painting or an idea of your own. 
You can choose to work  alone, with a partner of a small group. 

                                 People Involved 
1 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

2 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
3 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

4 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

Success Criteria : 2 marks for each 
 

Information 
Have you used accurate historical 
information with enough detail? 
 

Presentation 
Is your work well presented and 
designed / planned ? 
 

Creativity 
Have you included thoughtful  
original ideas or information? 
 
Empathy 
Have you made parts of your 
 appear as if it comes from WW1 
 
Wow factor! 
Bonus marks for excelling in any 
of the above or more! 

Teacher Comment 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 

 
Total Score 
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A European War Becomes a World War. 
Discover : the meaning of imperialism  Explore : why a European war became global  Skill : research. 

Countries that may support Holland 

Research: choose a non European country and find out about its role in the war. 

Was there any fighting in this country? 

Why did a European become a World 

War? 

Was this country in any alliance or supporting either side, if so, which one? 

Were any soldiers sent to fight, if so, how many? 

Did this country export any products to countries fighting the war? 

One other interesting piece if information about this country: 

The country I chose is:  

Countries that may support Germany Countries that may support Britain 

Countries that may stay neutral Which country had the biggest empire 

 in 1900? 



The World At War : Global Theatres. 
        Discover : where in the world WW1 was fought  Explore : the outcomes of these conflicts   Skill : selection and deployment.   

 
The Middle East and North Africa 

Involved: _____________________ V _____________________  

Fighting in : __________________________________________ 

What resource was important in this region? ______________ 

Point of interest: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Outcome:      Allies Win        Alliance Win       Stalemate 

Colour code the Western Front on the map. 

The Gallipoli Campaign 

Involved: ______________________ V _____________________  

Fighting in : ___________________________________________ 

What does A.N.Z.A.C. mean? ____________________________ 

Point of interest: _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  

Outcome:      Allies Win        Alliance Win       Stalemate 

The Eastern Front 

Involved: ____________________________ V ___________________________  

Fighting in : _______________________________________________________ 

Why do you think Samsonov killed himself? ____________________________ 

Point of interest: ____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:      Allies Win        Alliance Win       Stalemate / No Winner 

Colonial Africa 

Involved: _____________________ V _____________________  

Fighting in : __________________________________________ 

Define ‘guerrilla war’ __________________________________ 

Point of interest: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Outcome:       Allies Win       Alliance Win       Stalemate 

The Fall of Tsingtao 

Involved: _____________________ V _____________________  

Fighting in : __________________________________________ 

Why scuttle their own ships? ____________________________ 

Point of interest: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Outcome:       Allies Win        Alliance Win      Stalemate 



The First World War: who’s who? 
       Discover / research  -  who the ‘key players’ were in the First World War,    

 

 

Georges Clemenceau : France 

Rate me!    1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10    

Nicknamed ‘The Tiger’, he signed the Treaty 

of Versailles on behalf of France. Intent on 

revenge for the death of French soldiers and 

destruction caused after Germany invaded 

France in 1914. 

Premier : 1917-1920 

Died : Old Age, 1929 

 David Lloyd George : Britain 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info  

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of WW1 

 General Haig : Britain 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of 

WW1 

 Kaiser Wilhelm II : Germany  

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of WW1 

 Vladimir Lenin : Soviet Union 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of 

WW1 

 Tsar Nicholas II : Russia 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of 

WW1 

 Woodrow Wilson : USA 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

 Harry Patch : Britain 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert quote about his views of 

WW1 

‘The conduct of Germany is almost 

unexampled in human history. The 

terrible responsibility can be seen in 

the fact that not less than seven 

million dead lie buried in Europe’. 

1919. 

Insert quote about his views of 

WW1 

http://www.ichistory.com/
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Mussolini 

A WW2 Tank 

Canadian soldiers  take a German trench. 
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The Camera Never Lies !  
      Mission: to question the statement that ‘the camera never lies’. 

Photographs can be used to influence people just as much as written information. Here’s how: 

1: Staged: the people or objects in the photo are placed in an unusual way or unnatural pose or position.  

2: Selected : the photograph has been chosen as it captures the subject in a positive / negative way. 

3: Doctored: the photo has been changed / edited in some way after the image was taken. 

4: Omitted: the photographer leaves out something very important.  

5: Snapshot :a single photo only shows a spilt second in time, not what came before or after.   

6: Trick : the photo is taken in a way that tries to trick the viewer, such as an optical illusion.  

        (As always, consider provenance when available and look out for forms of  propaganda.) 
                           

                                                                      Task: for the photos or pairs below label what they are ‘guilty’ of using 1-6 above.  
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       The Global Theatres of War. 

Trench warfare on the Western Front is the most well known area for those studying 

The Great War. However, there were many other places where fighting took place. In 

addition to the examples shown below, there was also heavy fighting in the Balkans, 

where Serbia lost to the Austrians, while in the Pacific island of Samoa, New Zealand 

troops took control of the island in a bloodless takeover. 

1: The Eastern Front, Eastern Germany and Russia. 
 

When the war began in 1914, most Russians met the news with a sense of loyalty,  en-

thusiasm and pride. Two massive Russian armies had mobilised quicker than expected 

and moved toward the north east German border. However, the two Russian         

commanders, Rennenkampf and Samsonov did not work well together. Their failure to 

communicate allowed the German army to split the Russian force. General Samsonov’s 

army was left alone and defeated at the Battle of Tannenberg. General Samsonov later 

committed suicide. The German army then swung about and fought Rennenkampf’s 

army at the Battle of the  Masurian Lakes, successfully pushing them back. Further south, 

another Russian army was more successful, advancing into the Austrian -Hungarian   

Empire. However, the Russians were stopped from pushing further into Austria by the 

Carpathian mountains. By Christmas 1914, the situation on the eastern front was similar 

to that in the west, as men dug into defensive trench positions. 

2: The Gallipoli Offensive 

 

The Turkish Ottoman Empire  entered 

the war on the side of Germany in    

November, 1914. The sea to the west of 

Turkey was very important as it joined 

the Mediterranean and the Black Seas.  

The Allies wanted control of these    

waters. Britain and France supported by 

the ANZACs (Australian and New Zea-

land armies) attacked the Turkish coast 

at Gallipoli. To their surprise the      

attacking soldiers found no Turkish defenders waiting to fight them. However, due to 

hesitation, or simply poor leadership the Allies failed to move forward. This mistake 

allowed  a well organised Turkish / German fight back under General Liman Von     

Sanders. The Turks and Germans pushed the invaders back onto the beaches. A second 

Allied invasion took place in October 1915, but this was another embarrassing failure. 

The failed attacks cost 250,000 casualties on both sides. 

3: The Middle East and North Africa 

 

The Turkish Empire included parts of Mesopo-

tamia (modern day Iraq). It was attacked by a 

joint British and Indian army. At first, the    

British and Indians were successful and         

captured the valuable oilfields in the region. 

After a Turkish fight back at the Battle of Kut il 

Imara, 8000 Anglo-Indian prisoners were    

taken.  The British and Indians eventually 

moved forward to capture Bagdad (Iraq) in March 1917.  

The Turks later attacked the Suez Canal in Egypt. This was an important trade route 

between Britain and her ‘jewel in the imperial crown’, India. The British had expected 

this and built up strong defences. Indian and British soldiers fought off the attack  

before going back on the offensive themselves. Helped by the Arabs, who wanted to   

remove the Turks, the Anglo-Indian army moved into Palestine and by the end of 

1917 captured the holy city Jerusalem. In 1918, the last Turkish army was beaten at the 

Battle of Megiddo. 

4: Colonial Africa 

 

The fighting in Africa took place because of the growth of European Empires during 

the ‘Scramble for Africa’ in the 19th century. British and French colonial armies        

attacked Germany’s colonies in Cameroon, Togo, German South West Africa,         

Tanzania and Togo fell in 1914. Cameroon later fell in 1917 to British and French    

forces. German South West Africa was liberated by a 50, 000 strong army consisting 

mainly of South Africans themselves. The German colony of East Africa (Tanzania) 

fought a guerrilla war under the leadership of General Paul von Lettow Vorbeck. With 

only a force of a few thousand men he held out until November 1918, before finally            

surrendering to the Allies after the end of the war in Europe. 

 

5: The Siege of Tsingtao 

 

Tsingtao was a Chinese port that was under the control of Germany. When the war 

began, Germany called most of its navy back to Europe, leaving the fort defended by 

only 600 Germans , 3000 Chinese colonial troops and a small force of                   

Austro-Hungarian sailors. The Japanese, sent their whole naval fleet to attack the fort 

with over 50,000 men supported by a smaller British force.  The Japanese began 

bombing the fort on the 31st of  November, 1916. After a week of shelling the         

Japanese army  attacked the fort which quickly surrendered. Casualties were           

approximately 200 for the Alliance and almost 1,500 for the Japanese. One allied ship 

was sunk while the Austrians and Germans scuttled (sank) their own ships. 



 Determining The Usefulness of A Source Using NACHOS. 
         Discover: how to judge the usefulness of a source using ‘NACHOS’   Explore: how useful the source presented below is  Skill: source analysis and evaluation. 

  Useful: explain Not Useful: explain 

N 
ature of the source. 

This means source type. 
EG: Letter, speech, diary, 
book, poster, newspaper 
report. 

  

A 
uthor of the source. 

This is the who and when. 
Are they an expert. Is it a 
primary eyewitness or 
secondary information? 

  

C 
ontent of the source. 

This means what it tells 
us. Does it contain       
important info,  is it     
factual, opinion or biased? 

  

H 
appening This is 

about context. What was 
happening when the 
source was made. Could 
this add or detract value? 

  

O 
mitted is about 

limitations of the source. 
What is left out and the 
things it cannot tell us. 

  

S 
pecial reason is 

about motive or why. Is it 
propaganda, persuasion 
or created for another 
specific purpose? 

  

Useful : Not Useful : 
Conclude: the source is /  is not useful.  
Answer should always have a ’yes’ element!  

A
 B

riti
sh

 P
o

ste
r p

u
b

lish
e

d
 1

9
1

6
. 

How useful is source A ?  
 

Intro : Not useful / somewhat / very useful 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
 

P1 : Content : does the  reliability influence usefulness? 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
 

P2 : Origin Useful ? 
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
 
P3 : Other reason ?   
_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 



When the war began in 1914 the USA had stayed out  / __________ as it had followed a policy of isolationism. When the news 

of the horrible trench warfare reached the USA, most Americans believed that staying out of this war had been the best choice. As 

a neutral country the USA was free to trade with Britain and Germany and it sent ships across the North Atlantic carrying food, 

goods and raw material that would help both sides fight the war.   

 

The British navy wanted to starve Germany out of the war by blockading the ports of Germany and her central European Allies. In 

response, Germany used its U-Boats  / ___________  to attack and sink ships travelling across the Atlantic. Before 1915, German     

U-boats had always warned ships carrying passengers before sinking them, allowing passengers time to evacuate / _________ in life 

boats. However, in 1915 the British ship the Lusitania was sunk without a warning, killing over 120 American  passengers. One year 

later, the French ferry, the Sussex was attacked by German U-boats this time injuring several Americans.   People in the US became 

increasingly angry with the attacks on US citizens in neutral waters. This anger was made worse by the  anti-German, propaganda 

being written by the British and published in America. 

 

In 1916, the US President, Woodrow Wilson gave the following message to the Germans: ‘Unless the Imperial  (German) Govern-

ment should now immediately declare an abandonment  /  ___________   of its present methods of submarine warfare against pas-

senger and freight-carrying vessels, the Government of the United States can have no choice but to sever / ________ diplomatic 

relations (friendship) with the German Empire altogether’.  Despite this warning the Germans planned to continue submarine war-

fare against all ships crossing the Atlantic. In January 1917, the German foreign secretary Arthur Zimmerman sent his infamous Zim-

merman telegram to the German ambassador in Mexico.  

 

‘We intend  / __________ to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare. We try to keep the United States of 

America neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the following basis: make war to-

gether, make peace together, generous financial support and that Mexico is to take back (from the USA)  the  Texas, New Mexico, 

and Arizona.  Please call the President's attention to the fact that the ruthless employment of our submarines now offers the pro-

spect of compelling England in a few months to make peace." Signed, ZIMMERMANN. 

 

Zimmermann thought he was safe because he sent his telegram in code /  ___________  . But, there were two problem. First, the 

British intercepted  / ____________ the message. Second, the British had worked out the German code, so they knew what        

Zimmermann was planning. The British  gave the telegram to the Americans, who thought it was a fraud  / _________  . However. 

Arthur Zimmerman himself admitted it was real. Shocked by what was written in the telegram American President Woodrow    

Wilson to asked the US Congress to declare war on Germany. Congress supported the president and on April 6th, 1917. America 

entered the war. This  brought  much needed money, supplies, soldiers and boosted the morale of the exhausted Allied soldiers 

fighting in Europe. 

Turning Points in 1917 : why did the USA enter the First World War ? 
Discover:  why the USA decided to join the war  Explore: the significance of the Zimmerman Telegram   Skills: reading for purpose / vocabulary development 

Rank order the reasons 

for US entry into WW!:  

 

1: 

2: 

3: 

Neutral 
Stopping 

Define Isolationism 

: 

 

 

 

 

: 

 

: 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/trench.htm
http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/larger-image.html?i=/education/lessons/zimmermann/images/coded-message-l.jpg&c=/education/lessons/zimmermann/images/coded-message.caption.html
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/woodrow_wilson.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/woodrow_wilson.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/index.htm


Turning Points, 1917: Russia Throws in the Towel - Ordered  

For  hundreds of years Russia 

had been ruled the all powerful 

Romanov family. They  

 controlled a giant empire.  

This is the Russian Flag in 1914:  

They suffered heavy defeats 

against the Germans in the 

Battles of Tannenberg and 

around the Masurian lakes. 

Millions of Russian soldiers 

were ... 

a long peace conference the 

new communist Soviet govern-

ment signed a treaty called the 

Treaty of Brest Litovsk with 

Germany. This was a very 

hard….  

When war began in 1914, like in 

many other countries there was 

much excitement In Russia, The 

Romanov ruler at this time was 

this guy Tsar, Nicholas the II.  

Nicholas dreamt of a glorious 

victory and expanding his   

Empire in Eastern Europe. To 

do this he would send ... 

millions of Russians to fight the 

war in his name.  Despite some 

early successes against the    

Austrians the war soon went 

badly for the Russians.  

His ideas are known as  

communism. This is a system 

which says that all people 

should be treated…...  

killed. On top of this, a freezing 

winter of 1916 / 17, brought 

food shortages in Russia. The 

‘black masses’ grew angry and 

took to protesting in the streets 

as shown in this painting.. 

The Germans helped organise 

Lenin’s return to Russia allowing 

his safe passage from Switzer-

land, through Germany, in in a 

sealed train. Once back in 

 Russia, Lenin led a second….  

equally and there should not be 

a rich or poor. Everyone should 

the same.  

 

revolution known as the  

October rising, in 1917. Lenin’s 

political party was called the       

Bolsheviks. His communist ….. 

The German government want-

ed to take advantage of the 

problems in Russia and secretly 

tried to make more….  

As the anger spread the, work-

ing classes began to question 

why they were being sent to 

fight and die for a rich, power-

ful Tsar while they were so 

poor ... 

Ludendorff offensive. The aim 

of this attack was try and win 

the war quickly  before the 

Americans arrived to add more 

power to the Allies.  
 

and the working classes (poor). 

This rule by the new Provisional 

Government was called Dual 

Power.  The Germans hoped 

that this new government 

would agree to a ceasefire .. 

treaty on the Soviets who gave 

up lands including Poland,  

Finland the Baltic States. This 

was 25 per cent of Soviet land 

and included almost 50 million 

people.. Take a look:  

trouble. In February 1917, after 

heavy rioting in Russia, Tsar 

Nicholas was forced to abdicate 

(step down). A new govern-

ment took over in Russia made 

up of the upper classes (rich)…  

‘Red Guards’ took over the city 

of Petrograd. Lenin said that a 

communist takeover of Russia 

was complete. From here,  

Russia was named the Soviet 

Union and have this new flag.  

With the treaty officially agreed 

Germany was able to switch it 

armies in the east to help launch 

a major new attack in the west 

called the…...  

and end the war but it did not. 

The Germans tried a new idea. 

They had been in contact with 

exiled Communist leaders such 

as Vladimir Lenin. Here he is: 

hungry and had very little. A 

new political ideology, started 

by a German named Karl Marx  

began to gain more popularity 

in Russia. This is what he looks 

like:  

The Bolsheviks had promised 

the Russians they would make 

peace with Germany. After only 

a few weeks in power the 

fighting on the Eastern front 

was stopped.  Following ... 

      Understand: why 1917 was a turning point for Russia and the wider world 
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armies in the east to help launch 

a major new attack in the west 
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and end the war but it did not. 

The Germans tried a new idea. 

They had been in contact with 

exiled Communist leaders such 

as Vladimir Lenin. Here he is: 

hungry and had very little. A 

new political ideology, started 

by a German named Karl Marx  

began to gain more popularity 

in Russia. This is what he looks 

like:  

The Bolsheviks had promised 

the Russians they would make 

peace with Germany. After only 

a few weeks in power the 

fighting on the Eastern front 

was stopped.  Following ... 

Turning Points, 1917: Russia Throws in the Towel - Jumbled  

      Understand: why 1917 was a turning point for Russia and the wider world 



Turning Points, 1917: Russia Throws in the Towel - Frame  
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      Understand: why 1917 was a turning point for Russia and the wider world 



Animals and the First World War. 
Discover: the types of  animals used in the war  Explore: the jobs they did  Skills: opinion and debating. 

Tick the animals that you think were used during the First World War. 

Dogs  Mice  Camels  Ducks  Mules  

Birds of Prey  Snakes  Rabbits  Horses  Seals  

Sheep  Cats  Frogs  Lions  Worms  

Pigeons  Chickens  Oxen  Giraffes  Elephants  

Use images A-G to help you answer the questions below 

1: Which image A-G is the odd one out? Explain your answer 

 

2: What job do you think the cat in image B is about to do? 

 

3: What do you think the French Bulldog is about to do in image C? 

      Run to the enemy trenches and blow himself up 

      Swim across a river 

       Something else: explain 

4: Write a caption for the French Bulldog in image C 

 

5: What does the pigeon in source D have around its neck? 

 

6: What job is the dog doing in image E? 

 

7: What is happening in image G? 

 

8: List 2 animals that are doing a similar jobs in images A-G . 

 

9: Write a caption for another image. 

 

10: Do you think it is right to use animals in wartime,?  Explain why 

 

 

 



Animals and the First World War. 
Discover: the types of  animals used in the war  Explore: the jobs they did  Skills: opinion and debating. 

Tick the animals that you think were used during the First World War. 

Dogs Y Mice  Camels Y Ducks  Mules Y 

Birds of Prey Y Snakes  Rabbits  Horses Y Seals Y 

Sheep  Cats Y Frogs  Lions  Worms Y 

Pigeons Y Chickens  Oxen Y Giraffes  Elephants Y 

Use images A-G to help you answer the questions below 

1: Which image A-G is the odd one out? Explain your answer 

 

2: What job do you think the cat in image B is about to do? 

 

3: What do you think the French Bulldog is about to do in image C? 

      Run to the enemy trenches and blow himself up 

      Swim across a river 

       Something else: explain 

4: Write a caption for the French Bulldog in image C 

 

5: What does the pigeon in source D have around its neck? 

 

6: What job is the dog doing in image E? 

 

7: What is happening in image G? 

 

8: List 2 animals that are doing a similar jobs in images A-G . 

 

9: Write a caption for another image. 

 

10: Do you think it is right to use animals in wartime,?  Explain why 

 

 

 



‘Such was the use of horses on the Western Front, that over 8 million died on all sides fighting in the war. Two and a half  

million horses were treated in veterinary hospitals with about two million being sufficiently helped so they could return to 

their work.’ History Learning site . 

“He (Sailor) would work for 24 hours a day without winking. He was quiet as a lamb and as clever as a thoroughbred, but he 

looked like nothing on earth, so we lost him. The whole artillery battery kissed him goodbye and the drivers and gunners who 

fed him nearly cried." British Artillery Soldier 

 ‘There were dead ones lying all over the place and score of others were floundering and screaming with broken legs, terrible 

neck wounds or their entrails hanging out. We went back for our guns and spent the next hour putting the poor, seriously 

injured brutes out of their misery by shooting them through the head. To do this we had to wade ankle deep through blood 

and guts. That night we lost over 100 horses.’  Lieutenant Dennis Wheatley 

While ten million men would be killed in the carnage of World War I, the death 

rate was proportionately higher among the warhorses — of which some eight 

million perished /died on all sides. Of the one million horses which left Britain 

for the Western Front,  just 60,000 returned. And even those animals might 

never have made it home had it not been for a vigorous campaign by  charities 

and the Press to save them from French and Belgian abattoirs / slaughterhouses. 

Daily Mail Newspaper article: 

Focus on: Horses. 

Focus on: Pigeons. 
Pigeons were used to take photographs and to deliver messages back to the  

trenches or even as far back to Britain. These carrier pigeon faced danger from     

gunfire or ‘enemy’ birds of prey as they flew over enemy trenches. Pigeons were so 

important that the British government made a law saying that ‘Killing, wounding or 

molesting homing pigeons is punishable un the Defense of the Realm Regulations by. 

Six Months Imprisonment or £100 Fine The public are reminded that homing pi-

geons are doing valuable work for the government, and are requested to assist in 

the suppression of the shooting of these birds.’ 

The Tale of Cher Ami. 

 

In October 1918, one hundred and ninety four American soldiers were trapped   

behind enemy lines without any working radios. The only chance of getting help 

was to send a carrier pigeon with a note tied to its leg. The pigeon given the job 

was named Cher Ami. As Cher Ami flew back to base and over the German lines she 

was shot through the chest. Amazingly she continued her flight and plucky pigeon 

covered the twenty five miles in just twenty five minutes. Once they received the 

note the Americans launched a rescue and all one hundred and ninety four soldiers 

were saved. Cher Ami was awarded the Croix de Guerre, a wartime award for her 

astonishing flight. Sadly she died six months later as a result of her injuries. 

"I believe that the value of the horse and the opportunity for the horse in the 

future are likely to be as great as ever. Airplanes and tanks are only accessories 

to the men and the horse, and I feel sure that as time goes on you will find just 

as much use for the horse - the well-bred horse - as you have ever done in the 

past." General Douglas Haig 

 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWwheatleyD.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWhaig.htm


You are going to prepare for a debate about the role of animals in 
World War 1. You should conduct some research and be ready to 

contribute during each round of the debate. 
 

   Top Tips! 

Listen and allow others to speak. 
Keep to the  question focus for each round. 

Come prepared, bring evidence (eg images) and present facts. 
Encourage quieter members to contribute.  

Listen, think of good come replies to points that you hear. 
Don’t talk over other people or try to shout others down. 

Be dramatic. use body + expressions to make your point clearer. 

Focus on……. Dogs. 

You are going to prepare for a debate about the role of animals in 
World War 1. You should conduct some research and be ready to 

contribute during each round of the debate. 
 

   Top Tips! 

Listen and allow others to speak. 
Keep to the  question focus for each round. 

Come prepared, bring evidence (eg images) and present facts. 
Encourage quieter members to contribute.  

Listen, think of good replies to points that you hear. 
Don’t talk over other people or try to shout others down. 

Be dramatic. use body + expressions to make your point clearer. 

Did animals benefit in any way? 

Focus on……. Dogs. 

1 

2

3 

4 

5 

1 

2

3 

4 

5 

Animals SHOULD  be used  

in wartime. 

Animals should NOT    

be used in wartime. 



You are going  judge for the debate about the rights and wrongs 
of using animals in warfare. You must judge objectively.  

Take the following into account for each round. 
    

Evidence of research. 

What is said during each round. 
How things are said: clearly, respectfully, too aggressively? 

The number of debaters for the entire debate. 
Respectful behaviour towards the other team. 

 

Other guidelines, ideas or rules? 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 

Should Animals Be Used  

In Wartime? 

 What types of jobs did    
animals do  and how        

important were these roles? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Were animals treated well  

during the war? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Did animals benefit in 

 any way? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Focus on……. dogs. 

  

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Any other business? 
  

  

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

 Tick : A bonus point for each member that contributes. 

TOTAL 

 

 

  

 

 Right   Wrong 

          

          

          

          

          

          

You are going  judge for the debate about the rights and wrongs 
of using animals in warfare. You must judge objectively.  

Take the following into account for each round. 
    

Evidence of research. 

What is said during each round. 
How things are said: clearly, respectfully, too aggressively? 

The number of debaters for the entire debate. 
Respectful behaviour towards the other team. 

 

Other guidelines, ideas or rules? 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 

Should Animals Be Used  

In Wartime? 

 What types of jobs did   
animals do  and how        

important were these roles? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Were animals treated well  

during the war? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Did animals benefit in 

 any way? 

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Focus on……. Dogs. 

  

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

Any other business? 
  

  

 Right  

____ 

10 

 Wrong 

____ 

10 

 Tick : A bonus point for each member that contributes. 

TOTAL 

 

 

  

 

 Right   Wrong 

          

          

          

          

          

          



Those Magnificent Men And Their Flying Machines. 
       Discover : the types of aircraft used in the war    Explore : the roles of these aircraft  Skill:  independent aircraft research . 

What Roles Did Aircraft Play in the First World War? 

Aircraft performed three main roles in the war. Each of the images below has a partner. First, 

try to marry each image with a partner, then write down the role 

of each pair below. 

 

Role 1:__________________________ 

 

 

Role 2:___________________ 

 

Role 3:___________________ 

Flying Firsts 

Leonardo Da Vinci: great ideas that never flew 

Find a Da Vinci invention that did work 

 

Top speed of this aircraft: Unknown 

Otto Lilienthal: the glider 

How did Otto Lilienthal die? 

 

Top speed of this aircraft: Unknown 

Kite Flyers: just hanging around 

Which Chinese  (Qi) Emperor killed prisoners using  kites? 

 

Top speed of this aircraft: Unknown 

The Wright Brothers: first powered flight 

How long did this first flight last? 

 

Top speed of the Kitty Hawk: 

Planes Used in War:  first fighters 

What was the nickname of Manfred Albrecht Freiherr ? 

 

Top speed of the Sopworth Camel:  

The Jet Fighter: first jet fighters 

Which country was the first to use a jet fighter in wartime? 

 

Top speed of the Messerschmitt 262:  

The Stealth Bomber : special powers 

What can this aircraft do that most others cannot?  

 

Top speed of the B2 stealth bomber :  

icHistory.com 



Focus on : Fighter Planes. 
Below are 12 accounts about pilots and the planes in which they flew 

11 of the accounts are true, but one is made up.  
 

Can you spot which account is a fake? 

1: Louis Strange of the British Royal Air Force ( R.A.F.) began flying combat  

(fighting) missions after less than four hours of practice in an aircraft. 

2: When the war began, planes were not armed with weapons and it was not      

unusual for pilots on different sides to wave at each other as they passed. 

3: As the war developed, pilots began to look for ways to kill each other. With-

out fixed guns on their planes they tried firing their pistols, trailing hooks and 

even throwing bricks at each other! 

4: The first machine guns fixed to airplanes were on top of the wing. This meant 

pilots had to stand up to reload or fix them. When fixing a jammed machine gun, 

Louis Strange’s plane flipped upside down leaving him hanging on only by the 

machine gun.  After a desperate struggle he managed to hook his legs into the 

plane, pull himself in and land safely. 

5: The French were the first solve the problem of using machine guns more effectively in planes. Raymond Saulnier came up with 

the idea to fire a forward facing machine gun, that sat directly in front of  the pilot’s cockpit. This gun could fire through the    

propellers of the planes. This was made possible by an ‘interrupter gear’ that stopped the gun firing when the propeller blade 

was in place. However, this didn't always work and pilots sometimes shot off their own propellers, causing their planes to crash. 

To help fix this problem, propeller blades were fitted with metal deflectors.  

6: It was the Dutch engineer Anthony Fokker who perfected the use of the interruption gear. In a ground demonstration, for the 

German officers he showed how the interruption gear could fire through the propeller blade without hitting them. At first the  

officers thought this was a trick and they told Fokker to show them by shooting down an enemy plane. After taking to the air,  

Fokker  came across an unarmed enemy observation plane, but he could bring himself to shoot it down. Instead he landed and 

told the German officers to test it for themselves. 

7: A pilot was more likely to be killed from a training accident, rather than getting shot down by the enemy. 

8: British pilots were not given parachutes because the British Government thought pilots would choose to jump out of a dam-

aged plane, rather than try to fly it back to base. 

9: One of a pilot’s biggest fears was being trapped in a burning airplane. Pilot Mick Mannock was so afraid of this that he f lew 

with a gun so he could shoot himself in the head should this happen. 

10: The average life expectancy for a pilot in 1917 was just 11 days. 

11: Pilots were more likely to develop psychological / mental problems than soldiers fighting in the trenches. 

12: Whilst flying an observation mission over enemy trenches, German Pilot Gunther Shutz’s engine caught fire after taking a bullet 

from Belgian soldiers in the trenches below. Another German pilot saw he was in trouble and flew alongside him. Shutz skillfully 

managed to climb out of his burning plane and into the other. 

Which account do you think 

has been made up? 

 



The First World War : A look through statistics. 
Discover: key statistics about the war  Explore: how to draw conclusions from data  Skills:  graphs and maths  

Use the statistics to complete tasks below 

1: Create a line graph to show the progress of the  

   Anglo-German naval race.  (graph template provided) 

4: Which country lost the least proportion of men in 

relation to men deployed in the war? 

13: Can you spot a piece of data from this page that is not 

supported or corroborated on the following page. 

8: If Russian fighter ace Kozakov scored 20 kills, how 

many kills did the Red Baron kill? 

9: What was the most common reason for soldiers being 

executed in the British Army? 

10: Which year saw the most number of executions in  

the British Army? 

2: Which country deployed the most number of soldiers? 

3: Which country lost the most amount of soldiers in 

relation to the number of men deployed? 

5: Which country had the largest number of fighter aircraft   

when the war began in 1914? 

6: Which country increased its air force by the largest per 

cent during the war? 

7: How many combat aircraft did France have shot down, 

lost or damaged? 

11: Can you think of any reasons why this year saw the 

highest number of executions? 

12: Can you think of any reasons for the high number of  

executions for murder in 1918? 

14: Create a question of your own using the statistics 

provided. 



Selected statistics of the First World War. Source: Statisticsbrain.com  

Total number of men who fought in the war 65 million 

Percentage of men mobilized who died 57% 

Total number of casualties 37 million 

Number of missing Prisoners or War 7.7 million 

Numbers of wounded soldiers 19.7 million 

Years of fighting 4 

Number of civilian casualties 8.8 million 

Total cost of the war $186 billion 

Statistics relating to France  

Square miles of forest destroyed 1,857 

Square miles of farmland laid to waste 8,000 

Houses destroyed 300,000 

Factories destroyed 6,000 

Schools destroyed 1,500 

Churches destroyed 1,200 

Farm Animals Lost 1.3 million 



 

 

 

 

 

Adolf Hitler and the First World War. 

 

Blinded by mustard gas when he heard that Germany had lost the war.   
He blamed this on communists,  Jews and backstabbing, cowardly politicians . 

The Treaty of Versailles: Clemenceau of France, wanted to crush Germa-
ny. American president Wilson did not. Clemenceau got what he wanted. 

Hitler enjoyed the structure of army life. It was better 
than living alone on the streets of Austria. 

Hitler was awarded the Iron 
Cross. Was this  because he was 
brave, risked his life to deliver 
messages, and saved a wound-
ed officer. Or was he actually 
the ‘rear end pig’, a messenger 
who was safe, away from the 
fighting , promoted to lance 
orporal because he ‘cosied up’ 
to the officers? Hitler with his ’friends’. He was made fun of by other soldiers and seen 

as a loner. They joked that he would starve in a food can factory! 

 

 
1916 

Hitler was actually German but 
was  born in Austria.  He had a 
difficult childhood with an abusive 
father who died when he was a 
boy.  

 

1919 

1914 c1899 

Hitler promised revenge…..to be continued!  

1918  

 

 

1915 

1920s 

 

 

 

When the war began Hitler enthusiastically 
volunteered to join the German army. 

 



Student Name:  Marking Grid 

(Score each out of 5) Peer Grade 1 Peer Grade 2 Peer Grade 3 Peer Grade 4 Teacher Total 

Content               

Presentation  
     

Creative (activity) 

      

Useful (activity) 

      

 

___ 

100 

Comments: 

Wonderful Worksheets of World War One. 
Mission : to create a 1-2 page worksheet that contains information and an activity for your classmates.  

The activity should take 5 to 15 minutes  to complete.  

How your work will be judged 

Criteria                                       Explained     Mark 

Content Have you used clear and relevant information, is it well researched, well   written 

and edited, is there too much / too little information?         25% 

Design and  

Presentation 

Did you use or choose powerful images, good choice of font, colourful and 

thoughtfully laid out?         25% 

Activity Creativity Have you created an original activity or adapted one you have seen before. Will it be 

fun and interesting for your classmates to complete? 25% 

Activity usefulness Will it help learning about your topic. Is it too easy / too hard?       
25% 

Suggested topics 

The Red Baron  The War at Sea  The Battle of  

Jutland  

U-boats  of 

WW1  

Zeppelins and  

Airships  

WW1 Poetry Inventions of 

WW1 

Dogs and their 

role in WW1  

The Battle of 

Passchendaele  

The Battle of   

Tannenberg  

The Gallipoli 

Campaigns  

The Battle of 

Masurian Lakes  

The Treaty of 

Versailles  

The Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk  

Other idea? 

_______________ 



Why Did Germany Lose The First World War? 
     Discover: why Germany lost the war  Explore: how economics influenced the outcome of WW1. Skills: extended writing and causation web / links. 

Germany and Austria-Hungary were sandwiched between France and Russia. This meant that 

they needed to get many of the raw materials to fight the war by sea. However, the British    

Naval blockade was very effective at stopping those resources getting to Central Europe. With-

out imported food and raw materials it became harder for Germany to make weapons and ma-

chines and to feed their civilians. As the war dragged on into its fourth year, Germany and Aus-

tria-Hungary were being starved. Germany had tried to stop resources getting to Britain and 

France by sinking ships in the Atlantic Ocean. However, this backfired and helped bring the USA 

into the war. The entry of America, a country vast in resources with millions of fresh soldiers 

was very demoralising for the Germans. They knew that if they waited for the USA to fully enter 

the war in 1918, they were almost certain to lose. Economics 

Military Failures  

Anger in Germany 

It could be argued that Germany lost the war  before it had really began when the Schlieffen 

Plan failed in 1914. The Schlieffen Plan was created so that Germany would not have to fight a 

war on two fronts. The failure of the plan meant Germany had to split her army and this 

drained much more of her resources. By 1918, the German commanders knew they could not 

wait for the Americans to arrive and help strengthen Britain and France. In one last attempt to 

win the war, German launched the ‘Ludendorff Offensive’ in the spring of 1918. At first the 

Germans were very successful, moving forward up to 60 kilometres and destroying the British 

Fifth Army. However, the attack lacked any real direction and the French and British launched 

counter-attacks and pushed the Germans back. With Austria-Hungary also on the edge of      

defeat, the German high commanders started to understand that the war could not be won. 

After four years of terrible fighting the German people were tired of war. This created anger in 

Germany which led to social unrest. Angry with Kaiser Wilhelm and the military leadership, 

one million Germans workers went on strike in January 1918. This social unrest would grow 

during the year. The German leadership began to fear of a revolution as groups such as the 

communist, Spartacus League became more active. The BBC History website notes that 

‘Germany faced the dire prospect of defeat and red revolution’. It was not only German civil-

ian that were tired of the war but those fighting it too. On the 3rd of November, 1918, Ger-

man sailors mutinied in the northern German port of Kiel. They refused to follow orders, 

called for an end to the war and allied themselves with the striking workers. The unrest spread 

to other naval bases and it also broke out into towns and villages. It was clear the government 

had lost the war and the support of its own people. 

icHistory.com 
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 A 

Essay Planning Example: Why did Germany lose the First World War?                  

Introduction:  There were several reasons why the Germany lost the First World War. These included economic problems, military 

failures and social unrest. 

 

Firstly, primarily 

 

Economic       

Problems 

 

 

 

Also, secondly, 

 

Military 

Failures 

 

 

Finally, in addition.  

 

 

 

 

Points 
 Examples 

 

to support you point 

Explain 
 

the examples you have used 

Evidence 
 

A “quote” or statistic? 

     

Link back to the ? 

 Importance in loss of the war 

 

Naval Blockade 

 

American Entry 
 

1: Stopped resources to Germany. 

2: Couldn’t build more weapons. 

3: Couldn’t make more bombs. 

1: More resources to help Allies. 

2: More fit soldiers to help fight. 

3: Demoralised Germans. 

The strangling blockade was 

weakening Germany and 

Austria-Hungary while US 

entry strengthened Britain 

and France. 

 

 

 

Conclusion:.   The most important reason for the loss of the war was economic problems mainly caused by the blockade.  This linked to other factors 

such as the social problems in Germany in 1918 and lack of resources to fight the war pressured the military to attempt the failed  

Ludendorff  Offensive. 

Britain made 40,000 more 

tons of explosives than 

Germany in 1918. 

 

 

Schlieffen plan 

 

 

Ludendorff Offensive 
 

1: Did not stop a war on 2 fronts. 

2: Germany forced to split army. 

3: More strain on resources. 

 

1: Last attempt to win war. 

2: Britain and France fought back. 

3: Germany couldn’t fight on. 

 

Germany had needed quick 

victories if it was to win this 

war. These failed and the 

war became an unwinnable 

one of attrition. 

 

 

‘Although the war continued for 

four more years, this failed attack 

is when Germany lost the war’  

                       Modern Historian 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

  

 

2 marks 



Why Did Germany Lose the First World War? 
There were several reasons why Germany lost the First World War. These included economic prob-

lems, military failures and social unrest. 

Firstly, Germany lost the war due to economic problems. For example, the British Naval blockade 

stopped Germany and Austria-Hungary getting the food and raw material to allow them to feed 

their people and make weapons and ammunition. By 1917, Britain was producing 40,000 more tons 

of explosive than Germany.  Furthermore, the USA’s entry into the war gave Britain and France 

more of an economic advantage, strengthened by America’s money, vast resources and potentially 

millions of fresh soldiers. The strangling blockade weakened Germany while the USA’s entry 

strengthened Germany’s enemies. These two factors made it clear Germany could not continue to 

fight the war for much longer and defeat almost certain. 

The final reason Germany lost the war was due to the growing anger within Germany. The German 

workers were tired of the poor conditions in which they were forced to work. This led to social un-

rest with one million workers going on strike in January, 1918.  This damaged the German econo-

my even further and sparked other strikes throughout the year. Communist groups such as the 

Spartacus League became more active and the threat from communist grew.  A note on the BBC 

History website noted that ‘Germany faced the dire prospect of defeat and red revolution’.  Anoth-

er example of anger towards the war was shown by German sailors at the port of Kiel. They re-

fused to follow orders and mutinied in November, 1918. They called for an end to the war and al-

lied themselves with the striking civilians. This mutiny spread to other naval bases. Germany was 

not only losing on the battlefield but also the battle to keep its own people under control. The loss 

of the support of its people meant Germany had little choice but to surrender. 

The most important reason for the loss of the war was the economic problems mainly caused by 

the blockade.  This linked to other factors such as the social problems in Germany in 1918 and lack 

of resources to fight the war pressured the military to attempt the failed ‘Ludendorff Offensive’. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



General Haig : Hero, Butcher or Bungler ? 
         Discover : differing  views about Haig  Explore :  why these views exist   Skill : forming your own view. 

‘My men are very happy. Several have said that they have never before been so 
well led  and they know what they will have to do tomorrow.  The enemy barbed 
wire has been so well cut as the bombs we have dropped been so many and        
powerful . All the commanders are full of confidence.‘ 
                                                                                        General Haig.  

                                 June: 1916, The day before the Battle of the Somme. 

The  Battle of the Somme was the biggest battle of World War One. Over 58, 000 men lost their lives in the first day, most of 

them in the first hour.  The plan was simple: to bomb the Germans for five days and nights then walk to the enemy trench 

and kill and remaining soldiers or capture those who surrendered.  The British were led by General Haig. After 5 days of 

bombing the  German trenches were barely scratched.  The British planned to attack the Germans at the strongest point. The 

Germans just had to shoot their machine guns, reload and shoot and shoot. The same type of attack continued   from the 1st 

of July until November 1916 and over a million men died because of General Haig, the Butcher of the Somme. 

                                                                               www. wix.com/stewie96/trenches/page 1 

 

Haig was a quiet and shy man. but he was intelligent and ambitious and had great self-confidence.  Perhaps his greatest 

weakness was his optimism, which seemed to come from his belief that he had been chosen by God to serve his country.  It 

was probably this failure to see when he was defeated (had lost) that led to his continuing attacks on the Somme and  

Passchendaele.  

Written by the modern historian, Anthony Livesey, ‘Great Battles of World War I ’ : 1989. 

‘The country must learn that our men will die. No amount of skill on the  

part of the higher commanders, no training, however good, on the part of the 

officers and men, no better weapons, however great, will  allow us to win  

without the sacrifice of men’s lives. The people at home must be ready to 

see heavy  casualties’ (lots dead British soldiers) . 
 

                                                                                    General Haig.  

                           June: 1916 , written before the Battle of the Somme. 

General Haig : Hero, Butcher or Bungler? 

 

The man pictured to the left is Sir Douglas Haig. He was the British 

Field Marshal who commanded the fighting  on the Western Front 

during the First World War. He is a controversial figure whose ac-

tions have created intense debate amongst     historians. Some histo-

rians argue he was a ‘butcher’,  the     heartless general who cared 

little for the millions of men who died under his command. Others 

defend him as a hero, the man, who, under enormous pressure, and 

with little other choice, stayed strong and helped win the war. Or 

was he simply a bungler, a well meaning but out-dated general who 

lacked the intelligence and ideas to win a clear victory in this  

new type of warfare ? 



 

‘I do not think the generals who send us over the top know what it is like down here in the trenches. The  mud, 

cold and rain are terrible. The Germans are not so exhausted / tired  as they think. Our men cannot fight against 

dry men in their trenches with machine guns.’ 

                                      A New Zealand Officer who fought under General Haig. Written after the war. 

Watch the YOUTUBE clip, taken from the BBC comedy ‘Blackadder 

Goes Forth.’  Think about: 

  

1: How Haig treats his toy soldiers. 

2: The conversation between Haig and Blackadder. 

 

Haig: “You know me, I’m not a man to change my mind.  

Blackadder: “Yes we've noticed that” 

 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fVNtHQ1tTQ  

“Haig looked every inch like a general. He was a very 

intelligent man. What would have happened if he had-

n't send us over the top?’. The war would have gone 

on and on. This was a war of  attrition and it was 

about who could stand it the longest.” 

A British soldier who fought for General Haig, 

‘Why did  Haig send men over the top carrying packs 

weighing sixty pounds (over 20kg)…the answer is that 

once a British soldier got into a German trench he had 

to keep it and he needed lots of ammunition (bullets) to 

keep the Germans away until help could arrive.’ 

 

"The Somme" by Peter Hart.  

Time to pull down Haig’s statue?  

Statutes were made in Britain to celebrate Haig and 

his role in helping win the war. But, military historian Alan 

Clark records that "if the dead could march, side by side  

in a single past the statue , it would take them four days and nights to get past the saluting base. We believe that Haig, and his 

blinkered view of strategy and tactics are  to  blame for those deaths. We do believe that Haig tried his best for the country, but 

we doubt his judgment and his humanity. There is one further charge against the Field Marshal: He did not share the sufferings 

and hardships of his troops. British soldiers lived a horrible life  in the rat-infested trenches while Field Marshal Haig and his staff 

lived a life of luxury in a chateau (nice house) miles behind the trenches and away from the fighting.  

 

The Express Newspaper, November 1998. 

Deaths from the Battle of the Somme, taken from the 

British War Office Records. 

British 415, 000 

French 195, 000 

German 600, 000 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fVNtHQ1tTQ


                                   General Haig, defended by son. 
 

The son of the British commander at the Somme has defended his father on the eve of the battle's 90th anniver-
sary. Haig who was seen as hero at the end of the war but was later labelled a ‘butcher’ by some historians. His son 
George Alexander Eugene Douglas Haig, has spoken out to "set the record straight". He will not take any part in 
events to mark the battle of the Somme on Saturday. 
 

Speaking at the family country house in Melrose, however, the 88-year-old defended his father's name. "Nobody 
likes to see his father labelled as a butcher and I think it's very important for the good of this country to set the rec-
ord straight," he said. "I found the criticism really rather difficult and sad as his leadership was paramount / most 
important in winning the war. The country could not get anyone better than him and the Somme broke the backs 
of the Germans. It was a very, very close-run thing and because of trench warfare and the weapons available, 
frontal attacks were the only way so deaths were inevitable. 
 

Lord Haig also spoke with affection of family life with his father. "He was not a brutish man, he was a very kind, 
wonderful man and by God, I miss him," he said. The Field Marshal's state funeral in 1928 was attended by more 
than 100,000 people. 
 

Despite the national hero worship, Haig was blamed for the war of attrition against Germany that saw hundreds of 
thousands die. Some 20,000 British and Allied troops died on the first day of the 1916 Battle of the Somme, which 
has become synonymous with military futility. 
 

Lord Haig said he thought that now people were possibly starting to realise his father's importance. "I believe it has 

now turned full circle and people appreciate his contribution," he said. "But it saddens me my three sisters have 

not survived to see it. "They died suffering from the beastly attitudes of the public         towards our father. "He was 

a great family man. We had some marvellous times together, fishing, and   having picnics. "The only time when he 

could be quite strict was when he was teaching me to ride a bike” 
 

Interview recorded by BBC News, Scotland, 30th June 2006. 



‘I would like to congratulate you on the achievement and successes you 

have made in this great battle. You have pushed back the enemy back with  

great bravery and skill even with such terrible weather.’  

A telegram sent by British Prime minister Lloyd George to the British 

soldiers during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. 

‘The mud was terrible. When we 

tried to attack it was so slow and 

only the shortest gain was possi-

ble. I told  general Haig that suc-

cess was not possible or would 

cost the lives of too many men. I 

asked him to stop the attach but  

he did not.’ 

British General Gough, 1931. 

Haig was the first general to use the 

tank in numbers.  Although they  

often got stuck in the mud or broke 

down his willingness to use tanks 

shows he was open to trying  new 

ideas.   

    

 Mr P Chantler, History Teacher. 

A First World War anti -Haig poster:  ‘Your country 

needs me. Like a hole in the head. Which is what 

most of you are going to get.’ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qPnLO1L8Pk  

‘The German soldiers are almost 

finished, tired of the war, have no 

confidence and ready to    surren-

der / stop fighting any day now.  It 

is true that the amount of ground 

we have gained is not great. That’s 

nothing. The      German casual-

ties / numbers of dead have been 

much more than ours.’ 1 

Written in December 1916, by Haig to 

the British Prime Minister after the 

Battle of the Somme 

  

A cartoon from a  British Magazine published in1 1917. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qPnLO1L8Pk


‘Was I stupid to fight at the Somme? Surely there can 

 be only one opinion. If we had not attacked at the  

Somme the Germans would have beaten the French at 

 Verdun and the French and British alliance would have 

 been broken. ’      

                From the biography of General Haig, 1935. 

He didn't even go down to see the front line trenches to see his men and dirty his boots. A good General 

knows what his men are going into. Haig did not.   School textbook 2001. 

‘Haig believed in the old ways of  battle when horses would charge against the enemy and smash them. This worked before 

the new machine gun arrived. In the first world war Haig tried  and failed again and again the same idea with men against 

machine guns It was a mass slaughter and a such waste of human life……..  ‘Haig was a donkey. His only idea was to kill 

more Germans than have Germans kill his own men. This was a terrible kind of idea and was not an idea at all. He knew he 

had no chance of  breaking through the German trenches but he still sent men to their deaths.’ 

Book, British Butchers Modern Historian 1985. 

‘The battle of the Somme was the most gigantic, horrible, 

futile and bloody fight ever fought in the history or war’.  

 

British Prime Minister Lloyd George. 

Written after the war in 1921 

 

In 1918 the British and French forces 

under Haig's command achieved a 

series of victories against the Ger-

man army which resulted in the 

winning of the war.   

 

 www. johndclare.net 

          ‘The Somme was the muddy grave (death)  of the German army’.  A German Officer who fought in the battle. 

Find a source of your own and add it here. 

Soldiers struggling in thick mud at the battle of Ypres.  Published in a British newspaper: 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steps to success: Haig, Hero, Butcher or Bungler? 
       Mission: follow the ‘steps to success’ to plan and write an answer to the question above. 

You are now going to start the process of writing an essay.  

Follow these steps carefully, logically and methodically to ensure you write the best essay you can. 

 Phase 1:  Investigation ….. Use the sources and the source table. 
 

1 Read each source highlighting or underlining the most important line /s as you go.  

2 Use the source table: summarise the source to show which theory it supports.  

3 Give each source a score 1-10, based on what it says (content) and its origin (provenance). Your 

aim is to decide how strongly the source supports the theory. 

 

4 Add up the scores for each column to see which factor is most strongly supported.  

5 Decide which factor was is most important. Does your heart agree with your findings?  

6 For the highest grades you should complete further research / extra reading / find sources of your own.  

 
Phase 2:  Brainstorm …... Use the brainstorm sheet. 

 

7 Write in the scores for Hero, Butcher Bungler arguments.    

8 Brainstorm your ideas to support the strongest theory.  

9 Colour code any similar or linked  ideas.  

10 Think of a  MAIN paragraph point for similar colour coded ideas.  

 Phase 3:  Planning your essay…...use PEEL sheet. 
 

11 Check with your teacher. Do you have a good ideas.  Any personal targets for writing essays?  

12 Introduction: Answer the question.  Was Haig a Hero, Butcher of Bungler? Outline main factors why.  

13 Write in your 3 main paragraph points  in the most sensible order.  

14 Complete your plan using the PEEL principle.  

15 Write a conclusion. Summarise your main line of argument. Is it possible Haig was 100 per cent Hero, 

Butcher of Bungler? Finish with a fresh sentence to support the thesis statement in your introduction. 

 

 
Phase 4:  Write a draft essay…...use lined paper 

 

16 Write out a draft from your plan. Ensure you use connectives...firstly, moreover, furthermore, finally etc.  

17  For the highest grades you need to include  your own findings / research / evidence. 

18 For the highest grades you should try and make links between factors at the end of each paragraph.  

19 Check your plan has a clear shape and structure, leaving lines between introduction, paragraphs and your 

conclusion. 

 

 
Phase 5:  Revise your essay…..use you brain, diagram, mind map, revision cards? 

 

20 Find a good way to remember your essay. This doesn’t mean just reading it over and over.  

Can you rewrite a plan from memory? 

 



         Discover: how to brainstorm ideas Explore: how to categorise and organise these ideas Skill: forming an opinion. 

Paragraph 1 

 

Main Point = 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2 

 

Main Point = 

Paragraph 3 

 

Main Point = 

Was General Haig a Hero, Butcher or Bungler? ..... Brainstorm. 

Hero   Butcher  Bungler  

 Brainstorm ideas, then categorise them below 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

General Haig was a ________________ 



 

Source 
 

 ‘Who’ 
Source  
Type 

Date 
 

P, S or T 

General Haig  
the Hero 

General Haig 
 the Butcher 

General Haig 
the Bungler 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

  
 
 
 
 
 

     

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

   
 
 
 
 
 

    

     
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Source 
 

 ‘Who’ 
Source  
Type 

Date 
 

P, S or T 

General Haig  
the Hero 

General Haig 
 the Butcher 

General Haig 
the Bungler 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

  
 
 
 
 
 

     

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

   
 
 
 
 
 

    

     
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A 

A 

 

 

 

 A 

Essay Plan : Was General Haig a Hero, Butcher or Bungler?           
Introduction: 1: Use a full sentence to answer the question in a „thesis statement‟ EG; General Haig was ………..  2: Outline the main factors why. 

Firstly, primarily 

 

 

 

1:________________ 

 

 

 

Also, secondly, 

 

 

 
2:________________ 

Finally, in addition.  

 

 

 
3:________________ 

 

Points 
 Examples 

 

to support you main point 

Explain 
 

the examples you have used 

Evidence 
 

A “quote” or statistic? 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

Link back to the ? 

Importance of examples used  

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 1: Explain how you have shown your thesis statement to be true. Sum up the most important factor / main idea.  Are there any links between factors? 

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 marks 



The When And What of WW1 . 
Review : the dates and events of WW1 Practice : putting years dates into centuries  Skills : timelines and chronology. 

A Ferdinand Assassinated 

B Battle of the Somme 

C Ludendorff Offensive Fails 

D Triple Alliance Signed 

E The First World War Ends 

F The USA Enters the War 

G ‘Russia’ Leaves the War 

H Treaty of Versailles 

I Franco-Prussian War 

J Schlieffen Plan Fails 

K Triple Entente Signed 

L Christmas Day Truce 

C: 19th 
 

C:  C: C:  

1871 

C: C: C: C: C: C: C: C: 

1917 1919 1914 1882 1914 1871 1917 1916 1907 1918 1914 1918 

C: 19th 



 The First World War, The Great War, WW1 : Puzzled?   
         Mission :  to complete the First World War  puzzle in the fastest time possible. Check spellings carefully!  

 Across 

1 A deadly type of warfare 

2 A knife that fixes to the end of a rifle 

5 The trigger that started the war 

10 Who is  this man? ( A ) 

11 The failed German plan to stop war on 2 fronts 

12 Bomb 

13 Psychological damage of war 

14 Where generals didn't like to go 

15 What Russia became in 1917 

19 They helped stop trench foot 

20 The biggest killer in History?  ( C ) 

21 This country changed alliances 

23 What rats liked to eat first  

26 Farming invention used to defend trenches 

31 Where is this?  ( G ) 

33 Took over Russia in 1917 

34 Its sinking in 1915 angered the USA 

36 Helped keep feet dry 

37 What this man didn't like to get dirty ( H ) 

38 What is happening here?  ( B ) 

 Down 

1 The end of the war  

2 A cow that is mean to people! 

3 What is the famous document ? ( F ) 

4 The hard treaty Germany forced on the Soviets 

6 The alliance between Britain, France and Russia 

7 Why a European war became a World War 

8 What soldiers stood on to shoot at the enemy 

9 Where these soldiers are going ( D ) 

16 Soldiers in the trenches did this at dawn 

17 A pointless, futile bloody battle? 

18 Friendship between Germany, Austria and Italy 

22 The deadliest weapon in the war 

24 The treaty to punish Germany after the war 

25 The biggest naval battle of the war 

27 Britain’s method  to strangle Germany  

28 Failed A.N.Z.A.C. attacks on Turkey 

29 Worse than the black rats 

30 Your country needs….. 

32 Who is this….clue = USA ? ( E ) 

35 German submarines 

icHistory.com 



Activity  

 

Cut up the squares  

and reassemble  
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A British fighter plan 

 German- 
U-boats sank  

their ships 

Why ‘Russia’ left 
 the war 
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1920 Food Socks 



The First World War : Teaching Outline and Ideas 1 /3 . 
Worksheet  Periods Suggested Activities Beyond the Page Skill focus Media 

Key Words 

1 
1: Allow students time to ‘guess’ definitions by inserting letter onto post it note  

2: Review answers as a group ensuring students insert correct word into table 

3: Find similar words : Use as extension / homework 

Balloon Pop.  Post selected images of words onto a display board. 

Allow students to throw darts to hit the image then define the words. 

Organise carefully allowing for ‘stray darts!’ 

Vocab development  

The Assassination 

of Ferdinand 1 
1: Key word ‘Quiz’ (Follow up with ‘Test’ later? 

2: Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_tNXFbx0VY 

3: Use as stimulus to complete tasks on the storyboard 

The assassination of JFK.  Start the lesson with his assassination 

clip from Youtube. What did Jackie Kennedy do after the shot 

and why? 

X curricular  English  

The Causes of 

WW1 1 
1: Explain causes of war  (nb Italy switched alliances) PPT 

2: Enter into the timeline in chronological order 

3: Explain long / short term causes then colour code on sheet 

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsnH8WX1MHY&feature=related Long / Short term causes 

identification 

 

Germany’s 

Problem 2 
1: Explain the concept of a war on two fronts 

2: Students to place  Triple Alliance  armies and create a strategy to win the war 

3: Prepare for H/W and present plans to the class 

Ask students to present ideas  Creative thinking and 

problem  

solving 

 

The Schlieffen 

Plan 1 
1: Complete words in paragraph one 

2:Read text adding an appropriate sentence to describe  the images. 

3: Answer questions  

Hangman Starter: www.hangman.no 

The Schlieffen Plan 

Talking Point: was the plan doomed to fail? 

Source , comparison 

evaluation and analysis 

 

Cartoon Analysis 

1 
1: Spell Schlieffen (Round Robin Format, one letter per student) 

2:Explain concept of cartoon analysis and what to look for 

3: Complete cartoon analysis 

Starter:  Provide a current affairs newspaper cartoon and discuss 

meaning.  

Cartoon analysis and 

evaluation 

 

The Blame  

Game 1 
1: Recap causes using PPT 

2: Rank order causes 

3: Distribute  blame  dividing 100 between 8 countries 

Starter:  Discuss nature of school friendships, groups. gangs, 

cliques. Are they positive or negative? 

Talking Point: who was most to blame for starting WW1? 

Prioritising and making 

a judgment 

 

Trench Defend 

2 
1: Recap ‘the race to the sea’ 

2: Select items from the list 

3: Create a trench defence using icons for worksheet on the trench  map provided 

Watch: www.youtube.com/watch?v=s77y2zU2a8g&feature=fvwrel    

The Christmas Day 

Truce 1 
1: Show Trenches PPT / 

1: Explain ‘Fraternisation’ 

2: Complete question plans /discuss 

Musical Interlude:  Altogether now by The Farm 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7MwXniOD44  

Complete lyrics on sheet provided 

Problem Solvers and 

Creative thinking 

 

A Letter from the 

trenches 1-2 
1 The FARM: Altogether Now 

: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/trenchwarfare.shtml  

2: Discuss selected sources. Rat size / Shell Shock 

3: Complete letter using writing guidance and structure provided 

Starter: Discuss images:                                                               

Shellshock: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS1dO0JC2EE  

The Last Tommy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WXoj_9gnMpA  

Harry Patch: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/

last_tommy_gallery_03.shtml  

Knowledge and  

understanding 

Empathy 

 

Trench Attack 

1 
1: Select x 10 items from the list 

2: Complete scenario / multiple choice activity 

3: Devise an original idea to ‘break the deadlock’ 

Web Activity ; Visit BBC trench attack 

Media ; Show Black Adder Goes Forth. Episode 6 ‘Goodbye’ 

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZTlvLbwrzA 

Watch: www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KzqzIR8x4U&feature=related 

Creative and Logical 

Thinking 

 

Why World 

 War?   1 
1: Complete questions 

2; Choose a non European country, research and complete questions 

Watch: www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzzXPkAdQXQ&feature=related Map skills 

Research 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsnH8WX1MHY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s77y2zU2a8g&feature=fvwrel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7MwXniOD44
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/trenchwarfare.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS1dO0JC2EE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXoj_9gnMpA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WXoj_9gnMpA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/last_tommy_gallery_03.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/last_tommy_gallery_03.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZTlvLbwrzA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KzqzIR8x4U&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzzXPkAdQXQ&feature=related


The First World War : Teaching Outline and Ideas 2 /3 . 
Worksheet  Periods Suggested Activities Beyond the page Skills focus ICT req’t 

The Battle of the 

Somme 1 
1: Complete predictions 

2: Explain outcomes 

 

Talking Point: it is said that some German machine gunners  

cried as they shot down the enemy. Why was this? 

Making predictions  

Somme Source 

1 
1: Allow 20 mins for independent source analysis and evaluation 

2: Review answers / self assessment 

3: Interview with Haig 

 Source analysis and 

evaluation 

 

Propaganda and 

Persuasion 1 
1: Show selected effective, persuasive TV adverts. COKE! 

2: Insert ‘emption’ word under each propaganda poster 

3: Students to design own propaganda poster example  

 

Introduction: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VM2eLhvsSM                 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xffOCZYX6F8  

Empathy 

Creativity 

 

Hitler’s War 

 

 

1 
1: Complete speech bubbles for cartoon strip 

2: Share best with the group 

Watch: opening scenes from movie: Hitler, Rise of Evil 

Further reading: ://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1303804/Adolf-Hitler-

loner-rear-area-pig-according-WWI-regiment.html 

Empathy and creativity  

The Global  

Theatres of War 1 
1: Colour code relevant locations to text in boxes 

2: Complete missing text by reading information provided 

 

 Guided Reading 

Geography  

 

1917: why did the  

USA enter  WW1? 1 
1: Complete missing words from list 

2: identify 3 main reasons for US entry 

3: Complete questions 

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBjSeQ602ZI  Guided Reading 

Prioritisation 

 

1917: Why did the 

Russia leave? 1 
1: Complete broken text activity.  (Hard or electronic copy available) 

2: Outline the basic ideas of communism 

 

 

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMGrIwLj7gU  Guided ReadingText 

organisation 

 

 

The War in the Air 

1 
1: Complete flying first timeline / research activity 

2: identify 3 main roles of aircraft by matching images 

3: identify fake story (number 12) 

Watch: : http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-perils-of-being-a-first-

world-war-flying-ace/7227.html 

 

Research 

Logical Thinking 

 

Animals and  WW1 

2 
1: Guess animals used  in WW1 activity 

2: complete questions /activities  

3: Read: focus on horses / pigeons as stimulus for debate 

Watch: show selected scenes from move War Horse Forming and expressing 

opinion 

Debate 

 

Worksheets 

Design   2 
1: Set task as outlines 

2: Complete peer / teacher mark grid once  

3: Set best worksheets for class h/w  

Websites: www.firstworldwar.com 

 

Design and creativity 

 

 

 

Why did  

Germany lose? 1-2 
1 Student use  information sheet to complete missing sections from modelled essay 

plan and essay. 

 

Talking Point: was German defeat inevitable, or could they have 

won given different circumstances?  

Modelled essay writing  

planning and structure  

 

Statistics of WW1 

1 
1: Complete questions tasks outlined 

 

Talking Point: what are the pros and cons of statistics? Using maths and graphs 

to draw conclusions 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VM2eLhvsSM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xffOCZYX6F8
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1303804/Adolf-Hitler-loner-rear-area-pig-according-WWI-regiment.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1303804/Adolf-Hitler-loner-rear-area-pig-according-WWI-regiment.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBjSeQ602ZI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMGrIwLj7gU


The First World War : Teaching Outline and Ideas 3 /3 . 
Worksheet  Periods Suggested Activities Beyond the page Skills focus ICT req’t 

Haig: hero, butcher, 

bungler?   3 
1: Complete sources summary / evaluation  table   

2: Complete and write out essay plan   

(see ’steps success’ outline  for  further suggestions) 

 Source analysis and 

evaluation.  

Essay writing   

 

Puzzle  

1 
1: Complete crossword! Create ; Create own crossword or other puzzle using 

www.armouredpenguin.com 

Logical thinking +  

revision strategies. 

 

Review PPT  

Timeline 1 
1: Match events to images  

2: Insert chronological dates onto timeline / insert correct century below dates 

3: Insert events with correct dates 

Create ; Own timelines. Research, chronology 

and timelines 

 

Assessment 

  2 
    

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      


