
The Freedom Rides 



Start  :In 1960, the Supreme Court ruled 

that the existing segregation on inter-

state buses was illegal. However, as 

with education, de jure ... 

 … victories did not result in de facto 

change. To highlight this problem, the 

Freedom Rides Campaign  

( image next )  was organised  by the 

 Congress of Racial...  

 … Equality ( CORE ). The 7 black and 6 

black activists who rode the buses 

across state lines expected ( and 

wanted )  violence, as this could be 

used to attract ... 

... media attention. 

 Unsurprisingly,  the seven freedom 

 riders  soon encountered violence.    

In  Anniston, Alabama, white  

supremacists fire ... 

.. bombed the bus. ( image next  ) Local 

police, many with Klan connections,  

were given orders not to protect the  

riders. In Birmingham ...  

 …. Alabama ,fiery Police Chief, ‘Bull  

Connor’ gave the majority of his officers 

the day off. In Montgomery,  

Alabama, police and even medics ... 

.. refused to help the riders after they were 

attacked by a mob and beaten with 

baseball bats. The new of these 

 attacks and the behaviour of the ...  

The Freedom Rides , 1961,  

 … police outraged Martin Luther King 

who, after initial reluctance, got fully  

behind the Freedom Ride campaign. 

The experience of the riders also ..  

..  shocked Attorney General Robert  

Kennedy into enforcing desegregation 

 of the buses. Aside from showing 

 that new President Kennedy was .... 

..  prepared to back civil rights, the  

Freedom Rides produced a level of 

  co-operation not seen before 

 between the Civil Rights groups.  

G R E Y H O U N D B U S 
Order the text by putting 
the letters in to  
chronological order .. 

      Discover : What happened during the freedom rides  Explore : the significance of the rides  Skill : knowledge and understanding.  
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Start  :In 1960, the Supreme Court ruled 

that the existing segregation on inter-

state buses was illegal. However, as 

with education, de jure ... 

 … victories did not result in de facto 

change. To highlight this problem, the 

Freedom Rides Campaign  

( image next )  was organised  by the 

 Congress of Racial...  

 … Equality ( CORE ). The 7 black and 6 

black activists who rode the buses 

across state lines expected ( and 

wanted )  violence, as this could be 

used to attract ... 

... media attention. 

 Unsurprisingly,  the freedom 

 riders  soon encountered violence.    

In  Anniston, Alabama, white  

supremacists fire ... 

.. bombed the bus. ( image next  ) Local 

police, many with Klan connections,  

were given orders not to protect the rid-

ers. In Birmingham ...  

…. Alabama ,fiery Police Chief, ‘Bull  

Connor’ gave the majority of his officers 

the day off. In Montgomery,  

Alabama, police and even medics ... 

.. refused to help the riders after they were 

attacked by a mob and beaten with 

baseball bats. The new of these attacks 

and the behaviour of the ...  

The Freedom Rides , 1961.  

 … police outraged Martin Luther King 

who, after initial reluctance, got fully  

behind the Freedom Ride campaign. 

The experience of the riders also ..  

..  shocked Attorney General Robert  

Kennedy into enforcing desegregation 

 of the buses. Aside from showing 

 that new President Kennedy was .... 

..  prepared to back civil rights, the  

Freedom Rides produced a level of 

  co-operation not seen before 

 between the Civil Rights groups.  

            
Order the text by putting 
the letters in to  
chronological order .. 

      Discover : What happened during the freedom rides  Explore : the significance of the rides  Skill : knowledge and understanding.  
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Start  :   

    

  ..  

The Freedom Rides , 1961.  

    

            
Order the text by putting 
the letters in to  
chronological order .. 

      Activity Option 1   :  write a summary to show what happened during the freedom rides, using your ordered sheet to guide you.  
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The Freedom Rides , 1961.  
      Activity Option 2   :  put the images into chronological order by numbering them. 

icHistory.com 



What happened during the Freedom Rides? 

The Freedom Rides , 1961.  
      Activity Option 2   :  using the ordered images write up a short summary of the Freedom Ride campaign.  

icHistory.com 


