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         Mission - to understand the causes, process and impact of the Great Fire of London 

The Great Fire of London (1666) 

Imagine London in 1666: a crowded city built mostly of wood and pitch. On September 2nd, a tiny spark  
ignited at a bakery on Pudding Lane, triggering the devastating Great Fire of London. 

 

Causes of the Fire 
The city's design was a disaster waiting to happen. Buildings, often with overhanging upper floors, almost 
touched across narrow lanes. This, combined with a very dry summer, made everything highly flammable.  
A strong east wind acted like a bellows, rapidly spreading the flames from house to house. Initial attempts 
to extinguish it were disorganised, and the Lord Mayor underestimated the danger. 

 

The Fire's Process 
The fire raged for four days. Efforts to douse it with buckets of water were useless against its ferocity. A key 
strategy was to create firebreaks by demolishing buildings in the fire's path. However, delays and the  
relentless wind often meant the fire jumped these gaps, igniting new areas. Homes, churches, and  
businesses were consumed. Even the supposedly fireproof St. Paul's Cathedral succumbed, its stone  
cracking and lead roof melting from the intense heat. Thousands fled, losing everything. 

 

Outcome of the Fire 
By September 6th, the wind finally died down, and effective firebreaks were established, stopping the 
blaze. Over 13,000 houses, 87 churches, and many public buildings were destroyed. While surprisingly few 
deaths were officially recorded, the fire reshaped London entirely. New laws demanded buildings be  
constructed from brick and stone, streets were widened, and improved fire prevention measures were put 
in place. The Great Fire was a truly transformative event, leading to a safer, more modern London.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuTamHKt318&t=3s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4msn9q


Who created this source: ______________________ their job, role or position: ____________________________________ 

Who is it for / recipient - audience: _________________________________________________________________________ 

When the source was made:  Year: _____   Century: _____     BCE        CE          Primary          Secondary          Tertiary    

Where is the person who created the source from ( region / country ) __________________________________________ 

What type of source is it: Letter - Speech - Diary - Other: ______________________________________________________ 

Describe the content ( what the source says) by summarising in your own words - don’t  just copy out lines. 

- The MAIN point of the source is: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

- A sub point of the source is: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

- The source also reveals: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

- Finally, it tell us : ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       The source purpose ( motive  - reason - why)  may          may not         make the source reliable because: ____________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bias  (indicators)  Reliable             Who - Where 
Could the person know things  

others don’t? Has an important 

job, role or position?  
 

Are they known for being 

honest or dishonest?  
 

Influenced by their political 

views, regional or national 

bias? 

      The source origin ( who, where, when )  may          may not         make the source reliable because: ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Motive - Reason 
Does the person have a 

specific  reason to lie OR to 

tell the truth? 
 

Persuasion of intended 

‘audience’ or recipient? 
 

Anything important left out? 

 

Is it propaganda? 

      The source content may         may not         be reliable ( e.g. strong language, one sided, opinions  OR  balanced, uses facts, calm ) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence  / quote ’’ ____________________________________________________________________________________’’ 

       The source is corroborated          is not corroborated          making it more reliable          less reliable  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Opinionated         

One sided            

Strong Language        

Emotional  

Confused 

Boastful                 

Exaggerates         

Subjective         

Blames / Attacks 

TYPES LIKE THIS!!!! 

Contains facts             

Balanced            

Softer Language         

Calm 

Clear   

Modest                

Understates         

Objective         

Respectful 

 Well written 
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             When 
Primary / contemporary sources =  a 

good eyewitness may be truthful, but 

can also be confused or  

emotional.   
 

Secondary sources - may get 

changed over time. The person was 

not there, but they can be written 

with less emotion + using information 

not available at the time.. 
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( Reliability Score )  - Very Unreliable       1         2         3         4        5        6        7        8        9        10         Very Reliable  

  Now use the COPS method to evaluate / judge how reliable this source is -  Content, Origin, Purpose, Supported 
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‘They seemed much troubled, and the King commanded me to go to my  Lord Mayor and command him to spare no houses, but to pull down 

before the fire every way. The Duke of York bid me tell him that if he would have any more soldiers he shall; and so did my  Lord Arling-

ton afterwards, as a great secret. … I walked along Watlingstreet, as well as I could, every creature coming away loaden with goods to save, and 

here and there sicke people carried away in beds. Extraordinary good goods carried in carts and on backs. At last met my Lord  Mayor 

in Canningstreet, like a man spent, with a handkercher about his neck. To the King’s message he cried, like a fainting woman, “Lord! what can I 

do? I am spent: people will not obey me. I have been pulling down houses; but the fire overtakes us faster than we can do it.” That he needed no 

more soldiers; and that, for himself, he must go and refresh himself, having been up all night. So he left me, and I him, and walked home, seeing 

people all almost distracted, and no manner of means used to quench the fire. ’  
 

 Sir William Coventry wrote to Lord Arlington on the evening of this day - Sunday 2nd September, 1666. 
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    Corroborated 
 

Is the information backed up 

by other sources? 

 

Is the information backed up 

by your own knowledge?  

 

If it is corroborated, it is 

more likely to be reliable.  
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The Great Fire of London
- Codebreaker -

Challenge - complete the Fire of London questions to quack the code.

Where the fire started ...

This helped cause the fire ...

87 of these were destroyed

These were used to try and stop the spread of the fire

New ???? were brought in after the fire to make London safer

Can You Crack The Code?
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Sunday September 2nd - 1666 

‘So we all to Church, where the fire was so great and 

so near us, that I could not stay in Church; but with 

my heart full of trouble did go home, and there find 

the fire grown so great and near us, that we did go 

down to the  

water-side to look.’ 

Monday September 3rd - 1666 

‘The Fire having now got into the City, and burned up 

all the houses between Billingsgate and Paul's Wharf, 

and got into the Church of St. Laurence … consuming 

everything as it goes.’ 

Tuesday September 4th - 1666 

‘Now begins the general lamentation to be heard all 

over the City, and my Lord Mayor did cry like a 

fainting woman, ‘Lord, what can I do? I am spent!’ 

But to see how horridly the sky looks, all on fire in the 

night, was a dreadful sight indeed. And to see the fire, 

as one, after another, did run from one house to an-

other with such incredible force and noise, and with 

the crackling of the timber, and the burning of the 

goods, was a most amazing spectacle!’ 

 

Accounts from Sam Pepys’s Diary  

WORD LIST 
 

True 

Helpful 

Important 

World Changing 

Meaningful 

Consequential 

Effective 

Honest 

Informative  

Revealing 

Insightful  

Influential 

Trustworthy 

Accurate 

Factual 

Impactful 

Accessible 

Historic  

Objective
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Useful definition + evaluate source. 

Significance definition + evaluate source. 

It can be a challenge to know the difference between - reliable, useful + significant. The following may help. Task 1 - put 3 words from the 

word list into each ‘best fit’ bag. Task 2 - write a definition for reliable, useful + significance. Task 3 - Score Source A for each out of 10.  

http://www.ichistory.com/
https://www.ichistory.com/full-site-pass.html


 

Access supporting Great Fire PowerPoints + activities … 

Thousands More History Resources  

101 Source Collections  

 History Mystery Detective Series 

 

Access Thousands More History Resources  
( Includes instant login + stored resources function ) 

Easy Resource Storage + Access        

Includes revision aids, knowledge organisers + flashcards  
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