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Medicine in WW1: key words starter  
          Discover: new vocabulary   Explore: key word meanings  Skill: language development. 

Word  Definition Translate / Similar 
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To keep an injury or part of the body still 

Pieces of metal from artillery shells  

To cut off  

A person hurt or injured 

Body  

To assess a casualty and decide how urgent or serious the injury is  

To do with the workings of the mind  

A small animal that lives on skin, hair or in clothes  



      Aim : Analyse the source below then use evaluation skills to decide if it is a reliable account or not.              / 20 

Who created this source: _______________________ their job, role or position: ___________________________ 

Who is it for / audience: __________________________________________________________________________ 

When was it created:         Year:____  Century: ____  BCE      CE        Primary       Secondary       Tertiary    

Where is the person who created the source from ? ___________________________________________________ 

What type of source is it: Letter / Speech /  Diary / Other : ____________________________________________ 

What is the content of the source.  Summarise this in your own words rather then just copy out lines. 

Firstly the source says: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Furthermore it reveals:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Additionally it illustrates :__________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally it shows us :_______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why was the source created. Is there a special reason or motive ?______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Unreliable       What     Reliable                         Who  
Could the person know things 

others do not? 
 

Do they have an important 

job? 
 

Is the person trustworthy? 
 

Could their ‘audience’ influ-

ence what is said or written?  

1: Source provenance may        may not       make the source reliable because: ___________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
�(�[�D�P�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�������´�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�µ 

         Where 
Where a person comes 
from may influence the 
reliability of a source. For 
example, a German in 1942 
may be biased towards a 
Jewish person and a Jewish 
person may feel angry 
towards Germans even 
today. 

Why 
Does the person have a 

motive or a reason to lie?  

 

Does the person have a 

reason to tell the truth? 

 

Could it be propaganda? 

2: The source content may       may not       make the source reliable because: __________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
�(�[�D�P�S�O�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�R�X�U�F�H�������´�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�µ 

3: Any other ideas why the source may or may not be reliable. Is the source supported / corroborated? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Uses opinions             
One sided            
Strong Language        
Emotional  
Confused 
Boastful                 
Exaggerates         
Subjective         
Not Corroborated  

Uses facts             
Balanced            

Softer Language         
Calm 
Clear   

Modest                
Understates         

Objective         
Corroborated  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ’In their diaries and letters home, the nurses’ characterizations were not only patronizing but 
sometimes unkind:  shock patients, often incontinent, were “very pathetic”;  they formed “one 
of the most pitiful groups” of soldiers.  Dorothea Crewdson referred to them as “dithery shell 
shocks” and “old doddering shell shocks.” A patient who without warning got out of bed and 
raced down the hall clad only in his nightshirt was a “dotty poor dear.”  “It is sad to see them,” 
wrote Edith Appleton.  “They dither like palsied old men, and talk all the time about their mates 
who were blown to bits, or their mates who were wounded and never brought in.  The whole 
scene is burnt into their brains and they can’t get rid of the sight of it.’ 
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                     When 
Primary sources from a good eyewitness may be 

truthful, but they can also be confused or 

emotional. Primary sources may be recorded a 

long time after the event so the person may 

have forgotten some details.  
 

Secondary sources may get changed over time. 

The person was not there, but they can be 

written with less emotion and using  

information  that was not available at the time.. 
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Unreliable          1         2         3         4        5        6        7        8        9        10           Reliable  

Use the bias indicators below to help decide if the source is reliable or not. Think about 1ΥtǊƻǾŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ the origins or where the  source came from .  

нΥ/ƻƴǘŜƴǘ, what the source says  3: /ƻǊǊƻōƻǊŀǝƻƴΣ is the content supported by other sources or your own knowledge? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


