


 

1270 to 1439 

The reception of immigrants  

varied based on … 

 

How strong the king was. 

 

Whether the country was at war. 

 

The state of the economy. 

Official Reception  
 

Year - 1270 

 

One month after inviting 

foreign clothworkers, King 

Henry III reversed his  

decision and expelled 

 all except the skilled 

 weavers. 

Henry II -  Skilled Weavers 
 

1325 

 

King Edward II  

arrested all foreigners 

 living near the  

south coast.  

King Edward  II - South Coast 

 

1439 

 

King Richard II forced 

 foreign merchants to live 

with English  

householders who were 

told to spy on them.  

Richard II - I Spy 
 

1270  

Most Medieval immigrants seem to have settled peacefully 

and become part of their communities, however, at times of 

crisis they could be vulnerable and at risk of violent attacks. 
 

 The craft guild in London believed foreign workers were 

undercutting them and so saw them as a threat to their 

members’ livelihoods. They frequently put pressure on their 

rulers to impose controls on immigrant workers.  

Changing  Reception 
 

1330s 

 

In the 1330s, King Edward III 

gave strong protection 

to Flemish weavers.   

Edward  III - Protect Weavers 

1439 

 

 1354 + 1370 

In 1354 a law gave aliens who 

appeared in court the right to 

be tried by a half-alien jury.  

 

After 1370, letters of  

denization gave migrants the 

same rights and protection as 

English citizens.  

Half Alien Jury Law! 
 

Post (after) 1347 

After the Black Death in the 

late 1340s there was a serious 

shortage of workers 

and artisans. Immigrants were 

welcomed to fill the gap and 

there were foreign-born  

workers in most towns and 

villages.  

The Black Death Impact 
 

1290 to 1347 

Jews experienced changing royal 

protection.  
 

1290 Edict of Expulsion, issued by 

Edward I, which formally expelled 

all Jews from England.  

 

During the Black Death, Jews 

were scapegoated + blamed 

 for poisoning wells,  

leading to increased persecution.  

Jewish Communities  

13th to 15th Century 
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1381 

Wealthy foreigners were often 

hated because people  

believed they received special 

privileges and being on the 

side of the rulers. During the 

1381 Peasants’ Revolt rioters 

in London murdered  

about 150 foreign weavers 

and merchants.  

Peasants’ Revolt Impact 
 

Multiple Dates 

In times of war, 

‘enemy aliens’ could have 

their goods confiscated or 

be deported. Flemish  

merchants, French migrants 

and Irish immigrants were 

all expelled from England at 

different times.  

Wartime Pressures 

 

Alien = foreigner. 

Merchant = someone who trades, buys and sells things. 

Expel / Deport = kick out. 

Immigrant = a person from another country. 

Scapegoat =  person or people unfairly blamed.  

Anti = against.   

Edict = a law made by someone in power - such as a king. 

Privilege = to be treated better than others. 

Persecution = unfair treatment - often violent. 

Revolt = uprising of the ordinary people.  

Key Words + Terms  
 

1492 

Many people resented 

 foreign merchants and 

 bankers because they be-

lieved they had come only to 

make money for themselves. 

During the 1381 revolt and 

again in 1492, the  

London steelyard was  

destroyed by rioters.  

London Steelyard Riots 

 

 1440 

The 1440 alien subsidies 

were special extra  

taxes imposed on aliens as a 

result of anti-foreigner 

pressure. They record the 

names, jobs and places of  

residence of immigrants at 

the time.  

Half Alien Subsidies 
 

 

 

 

Option -  Summary / Timeline 
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WORD LIST 
 

True 

Helpful 

Important 

World Changing 

Meaningful 

Consequential 

Effective 

Honest 

Informative  

Revealing 

Insightful  

Influential 

Trustworthy 

Accurate 

Factual 

Impactful 

Accessible 

Historic  

Objective
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Sub point of Source A + evaluate useful. 

  Questions you have + evaluate significance. 

It can be a challenge to know the difference between - reliable, useful + significant. The following may help. Task 1 - put 3 words from the 

word list into each ‘best fit’ bag. Task 2 - write a short summary of main / sub point of Source A Task 3 - Evaluate Source A.  

‘The terrible treatment of Jews in the early 

Middle Ages had an impact on Jewish com-

munities across Europe. The racist myth of 

the Blood Libel and other measures against 

Jews spread across the continent, with 

tragic results of Jews being put on trial and 

murdered in several countries. 

 

Later, as foreign and local-born people 

mixed, grew up together and learnt from 

each other in communities all over the 

country, the social and cultural impact 

must have been great, affecting the ways 

in which people understood each other’s 

cultures. We do not have direct evidence 

of this because most people could not read 

or write. However, the facts that immi-

grants were so widely distributed and that 

we know of very few cases of conflict sug-

gests that most settled and integrated.‘ 

 

BBC History Website Article 

Bitesize Revision 

http://www.ichistory.com/


 

Access the extended Migration teaching resources  … 

Thousands More History Resources  

101 Source Collections  

 History Mystery Detective Series 

 

Access Thousands More History Resources  
( Includes instant login + stored resources function ) 

Easy Resource Storage + Access        

Includes revision aids, knowledge organisers + flashcards  

https://www.ichistory.com/full-site-pass.html
https://www.ichistory.com/full-site-pass.html

