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The year is 1917 and the Bolsheviks, led by Lenin, have taken over Russia.  The Bolsheviks have great ideas for a new fu-
ture  for their new ‘Soviet Union’. One of their plans is to erase all power of the former ruling elite and put power into the 
hand of the people. This is a dangerous time the Bolsheviks. Many people still support Nicholas want a return to conserva-
tive rule, therefore, a decision about what to do with the tsar must be made quickly. In this activity Nicholas Romanov will 

stand trial. His opponents will argue he is directly and indirectly that he responsible for thousands and even millions of 
deaths of his own people. They have a strong case so his defence team are going to have to present a powerful counter-
argument. Failing to do so will mean the death of the former tsar and possibly those of his family too. The prosecuting 

team should wear mainly red clothes as many of you are Communists. The defending team should wear blue as many of 
you are Conservatives who wish to preserve Nicholas and return to Royal rule.  

 

Nicholas Romanov is charged with crimes against his own people—how will the jury rule?  

Judge 

Prosecuting Defending The Trial 

The Roles Explained 

The Jury 

       Mission: to decide if Nicholas Romanov committed inhumane crimes against his own people. 

The Trial Of Nicholas Romanov 

Lawyer or Assistant 1: Opening statements Lawyer or Assistant 

Royal Servant 2: The character of Nicholas ‘Tsarina’ Alexandra 

Leon Trotsky 3: The events surrounding 1905 Peter Stolypin  

Felix Yuspov 4: Russia’s  ‘Dear Friend’ Rasputin Grigori Rasputin 

Russian Soldier 5: The First World War Alexander Trepov 

Russian Worker 6 : The revolutions of 1917 Nicholas  Romanov 

Vladimir Lenin 7 :  The decision to abdicate Grand Duke Michael 

Whole Team 8: Debate  - Does Nicholas deserve  die? Whole Team 

Lawyer or Assistant 9: Closing Statements Lawyer or Assistant 

The Judge  (Teacher?) 

Your role is to organise the courtroom,  

control the debate, introduce people and make 

sure that each team listens to the other. Also 

check the lawyers don’t use any dirty tricks! 

The Jury 

Your role is to listen, especially for any lies that 

may be told! You will make the  

decision as to which team gave the most 

 persuasive argument. 

The Lawyers + Legal Assistants 

Your role is to question your own witnesses 

and  those from the opposing team. You can 

prepare your own witnesses before the trial 

and raise  OBJECTIONS if the opposing  

lawyer is asking unfair questions or going off 

topic. Don’t forget your suit! 

The Witnesses  

Learn about your character and be prepared to 

answer questions truthfully (and dramatically)  

from both your own and the opposing team’s 

lawyer. Bring evidence for the jury, extra points 

for props or costumes! 



 Prosecution Witnesses 

 Royal Servant 

You have served the Romanovs your whole life and 

have seen and heard very many private moments of 

‘tsar’ Nicholas. What is he really like? 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: How Nicholas and his wife spoke to you. 

2: The things you were expected to do for them. 

3: An example when you have seen Nicholas lacking confidence. 

4:  Another example to show Nicholas had a weak character? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Leon Trotsky 

You are a member of the intelligentsia and campaign 

for a reform in Russian.  You will give evidence about 

the events of 1905 , including Bloody Sunday and the 

broken promises after the October Manifesto. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1:  What did you see during ‘Bloody Sunday’? 

2:  How many Russians were killed ? 

3:  What promises were made in the October Manifesto and were they kept? 

4:   Who killed Father Gapon, leader of the 1905 revolution? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!   Felix Yusupov 

You are a Russian prince closely associated with 

Nicholas. You hate the ’mad monk’ Rasputin  

who has wormed his way into the Royal Court 

and has much more power than you do!   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why are you angry with Nicholas? 

3: Can you expose his magical powers and give logical explanations? 

3:  How has Nicholas damaged the reputation of the Royal Family? 

4: What would you like to see happen to Rasputin? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Russian Soldier 

You need to find the name of a real Russian soldier who 

fought in the First World War. Your aim is to show how 

low the moral was in the Russian army and why you 

blame Nicholas for this. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: How has the war gone for you - battles lost ? 

2: What do you think about Nicholas taking command of the army? 

3: What mistakes has he made / how many soldiers have been killed? 

4: What do the other soldiers say about the tsarina and Rasputin?  
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Russian Worker 

Find the name of a Russian worker—member of 

he proletariat. You took part in the revolutions of 

1917 that forced tsar Nicholas to abdicate.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did you take part in the revolutions? 

2: What mistakes did Nicholas make in 1917? 

3: Are you a communist or socialist—a Bolshevik? 

4:  Who would you like to rule Russia from now on? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Vladimir Lenin 

You are the most famous and arguably most 

important leader of the October revolution in 

1917.  Your aim is to show why Nicholas had to 

go and the crimes he committed. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What is the name of your party? 

2: Why did so many of the workers follow your ideas and not Nichols’?  

3: What was your famous 3 word slogan—what did this mean? 

4:  Why did Nicholas abdicate— did he do this for the good of the people? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  



Grigori Rasputin 

You will need little introduction. Your aim is to defend 

Nicholas and the tsarina by showing that you really do 

have magical abilities and they were right to take you 

into the Royal Court.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What magical powers do you have? 

2: What proof do you have that you have powers to predict the future? 

3: How have you helped the tsarina and tsar? 

4:  Could you try to hypnotise the opposing lawyer of jury? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Defence Witnesses 

‘Tsarina’ Alexandra  

You know Nicholas better than anyone. You have been 

married since 1894. You were born in Germany and 

the daughter of German Grand Duke Louis IV. Queen 

Victoria is your grandmother.   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What is Nicholas like as a husband? 

2: What is he like as a father? 

3:  What other good character traits does he have?  

4:  Any thing else—a story about him—how you met? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Peter Stolypin 

You served as the Prime Minister after the revolution 

of 1905 and helped with some of the reforms made as 

a result of the October Manifesto.   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1:  What happened during ‘Bloody Sunday’? 

2:  How many Russians were killed ? 

3:  What promises were made in the October Manifesto did you help with? 

4:  Another example of how Russia improved after 1905— the peasants? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

Alexander Trepov 

You were the Prime Minister of Russian in 1916-17. You 

supported Russian involvement in the First World War 

and were a trusted friend of Nicholas. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did Russia need to get involved in the war?  

2: What do you think about Nicholas taking command of the army? 

3: Why was it necessary for Nicholas to start conducting the effort? 

4: What does this tell us about Nicholas as a leader? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

‘Tsar‘ Nicholas II   

You are speaking to save not only your life, but 

maybe those of your family too. Are you going to 

be humble and repentant or show that you were 

once the most powerful man in Russia? 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why do you think the 1917 revolution took place? 

2: Did you ever order the killing of revolutionaries or protesters? 

3: Are you sorry for anything that has happened—did you make mistakes? 

4:  How  / who should lead Russian in the future? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Duke Michael 

You are the younger brother of Nicholas. You 

were offered the throne after your brother was 

forced to abdicate.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did your brother abdicate? 

2: What does this say about him as a leader? 

3: Why didn't you accept the offer to rule Russia after your brother? 

4: Who do you think should rule Russia from this point forwards? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  



Team Lawyers 

Opening statement notes: 

Closing statement notes: 

         To do 
 

Prepare evidence  

to show the jury 

 My witness notes:                                                      Opposing Witness Notes: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

  Don’t Forget 
 

To pitch to the 

jury not to the 

judge. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



 Team Jury To Do List … 

1 : Select a presiding juror who will deliver the verdict. 

2 :  Decide how you will reach a verdict - open vote, secret vote, score, other? 

3 : What happens in the event of a hung jury? 

4 :  Write out the meanings of the words posted to the right. 

5 : Create a plan to turn the classroom into a courtroom—include places for 

the judge, jury, lawyers , a witness stand and witness benches. 

During the trial you must listen to the information carefully. You should put any ideas your views on Nicholas to one side and judge only  on what you hear during the trial. You 
should be looking out for people who may be telling lies or giving information that is not correct. Give  a lower score for shaky testimony or telling lies. Find out the answers to the 
questions below so you can judge if witnesses answer accurately and are credible. Also, you should  award  2 ’dramatic’ bonus points per round for teams that play their parts well 

and / or bring props to or wear costumes during the trial.  Similarly, reward participation bonus in the debate round for teams that have more people debating. 

You must be comfortable that witnesses are not committing perjury.  Find out  the answers questions below  before the trial starts. 

 1-Opening 

 Statements 

2-The character 

of Nicholas 

3-The 1905  

revolution  

4– Rasputin 5-The First World 

War 

6-The Revolutions 

of 1917 

7– Abdication 8-Debate 

Round 

9-Closing  

statements 

10- Bonus  

participation 

Check  

Prosecuting  

questions 

 

 

Find three positive things 
about his character 

 

 

Who was Father Gapon 
and  what happened to 

him? 

Find possible ‘scientific’ 
explanations for Rasputin’s 
supposed magical powers 

How many Russian 
soldiers died in WW1? 

What is the difference 
between a communist, 
socialist or Bolshevik? 

What was Lenin’s famous 
3 word slogan? 

   

Check  

defending 

Questions 

 

 

Find there negative things 
about his charater 

 

 

How many people were 
killed during Bloody  

Sunday? 

Did any of Rasputin’s 
 predictions come true? 

Why did Nicholas feel he 
needed to help lead the 

war effort? 

Did Nicholas ever 
 order the killing of  

Russian people? 

Why did the Grand Duke 
refuse to take the 

throne? 

   

Prosecution 

 score  / 10          : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

participation  

: 10 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

___ 

26 
Defence  

 score / 10          : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

: 10 

participation  

: 10 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

___ 

26 

Alexander Romanov is charged with 

crimes against the Russian people 

How does the jury rule? 

 

Prosecuting  

Total 

 

Defending 

Total 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guilty 

Not Guilty 

Team 

Jury 



Place 
Cards 

  Cut / Fold 



 Servant       Of The Royal Court 

 Trotsky   Leading Bolshevik Revolutionary 
Nicholas deserves to die! 

 

Nicholas deserves to die! 

He has betrayed you and the 

Russian people. 



 Yusopov       Prince Of The Royal Court 

 Soldier 
Nicholas deserves to die. 

 He put that dirty Monk before 

you and you Royal blood! 

Nicholas deserves to die! -  like 

the millions of your brothers in 

arms have because of him. 



 Worker       Proletariat  

 Lenin   Revolutionary Bolshevik Leader  
Nicholas deserves to die– he has 

allowed people to starve and 

killed those who protested. 

Nicholas deserves to die.  

He is a symbol of evil, autocratic 

rule. Power to the people! 



 Rasputin      The Mad Monk 

Alexandra    The Former Tsarina 
Can you save the life of Nicholas 

and the tsarina? 

Can you save the life of your 

 husband? 



 Stolypin      Former Prime Minister 

 Trepov    The Former Prime Minster 
Can you save the life of Nicholas? 

 

Can you save the life of Nicholas? 



 Nicholas       The Fallen Tsar 

 Michael    The Grand Duke - brother 
Can you save your own life and 

those of your family? 

Can you save the life of Nicholas? 

He was just doing what he was 

born to do! 



Propaganda Project Piece. 
Brief : to design and create a pro or anti - communist piece of propaganda. If you choose pro communist you 
can imagine you a working for the Bolsheviks. If anti-communist you can imagine you are a Royalist. You can 
use any media to present your information. What creative ideas do you have? 
You can choose to work  alone, with a partner of a small group. 

                                 People Involved 
1 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

2 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
3 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

4 : _______________________________________ 
 

Your contribution  __________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

Success Criteria : 2 marks for each 
 

Information 
Have you included biased  
Information relevant to 1917? 
 

Presentation 
Is your work well presented and 
designed / planned ? 
 

Persuasive 
How effective is your piece? Will it 
persuade people to support you? 
 
Creative 
Have you  come up with a novel idea 
or adapted a previous one? 
 
Wow factor! 
Bonus marks for excelling in any 
of the above or more! 

Teacher Comment 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 
____________ 

 
Total Score 
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Why Was Tsar Nicholas II Removed From Power? 
         Discover : the main reasons Tsar Nicholas abdicated  Explore : the strength of these reasons. Skills : source analysis and evaluation.  

What factors led to the downfall of Tsar Nicholas II ? 
Nicholas II was born Nikolai Aleksandrovich Romanov in Pushkin, Russia, on May 18, 1868 . He would be the last of the Russian tsars 

and also the last of the Romanov dynasty. The Romanovs had ruled Russia since 1613 and had done so with an iron fist.  
 Nichols believed in autocratic rule—but privately doubted that he was the person to rule the vast Russian Empire.  

 

 

1 : Nicholas was  
weak and made 
 poor decisions. 

 

 

2 : Strength of 
 opposition 

 

3 : Rasputin. 
 

 

 

4 :  Other reasons 

 

icHistory.com 
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Internal popular disturbances threaten to have a disastrous effect on the fu-
ture conduct of this persistent war.  The destiny of Russia, the honour of our 
heroic army, the welfare of the people and the whole future of our dear fa-
therland demand that the war should be brought to a victorious conclusion 
whatever the cost. 
 
The cruel enemy is making his last efforts, and already the hour approaches 
when our glorious army together with our gallant allies will crush him.  In 
these decisive days in the life of Russia, We thought it Our duty of conscience 
to facilitate for Our people the closest union possible and a consolidation of all 
national forces for the speedy attainment of victory. 
 
In agreement with the Imperial Duma We have thought it well to renounce the 
Throne of the Russian Empire and to lay down the supreme power.  As We do 
not wish to part from Our beloved son, We transmit the succession to Our 
brother, the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich, and give Him Our blessing to 
mount the Throne of the Russian Empire. 
 

                 The abdication speech of Nicholas - March 2nd,  1917. 
                Nicholas brother refused to accept the throne.  



Nicholas II inherited the Russian throne when his father died of kidney disease at the 
age of 49 on October 20, 1894. Reeling from the loss, and poorly trained in affairs of 
state, Nicholas II hardly felt up to the task of assuming his father’s role. In fact, he 
confessed to a close friend, "I am not prepared to be a tsar. I never wanted to be-
come one. I know nothing of the business of ruling."  
 

www.bio.com 

            My Dearest Mama,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  (1905)  

‘ I do not know how to begin this letter. We have been through such grave and unprecedented events that I feel as if the last time I wrote to you was a year ago. You remember, no doubt, those  

January days when we were together at Tsarskoe – they were miserable, weren’t they? But they are nothing in comparison with what has happened now… The first railway strike began in and 

around Moscow, and then spread all over Russia practically at once.  From the railways the strike spread to the factories and workshops. It makes me sick to read the news! But the ministers, instead 

of acting with quick decision, only assemble in council like a lot of frightened hens and cackle about providing united ministerial action.   There were only two ways open : to find an energetic soldier 

and crush the rebellion by sheer force. There would be time to breathe then but, as likely as not, one would have to use force again in a few months; and that would mean rivers of blood, and in the 

end we should be where we had started .  The other way out would be to give the people their civil rights, freedom of speech and press, also to have all laws confirmed by a State Duma… a            

constitution.   Witte defends this very energetically. He says that while it is not with risk, it’s the only way out at the present moment…he drew up the Manifesto. We discussed it for two days, and in 

the end, invoking God’s help, I signed. My dear Mam, you can’t imagine what I went through before that moment; in my telegram I could not explain all the circumstances which brought me to this 

terrible decision, which nevertheless I took quite consciously. From all over Russia they cried for it, they begged for it, and around me many – very many – held the same views. I had nobody to rely 

on except honest Trepov…   The situation is very serious — The people seem to have gone mad, some from joy, others from discontent. All the ministers are resigning and we have to find new ones, 

but   Witte must see to that…   We are in the midst of a revolution with an administrative apparatus entirely disorganized, and in this lies the main danger. But God Almighty will be our help … I    

know you are praying for your poor Nicky. Our Savior be with you! May God save and give peace to Russia’ .    

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Yours with all my heart, Nicky.        (Tsar Nicholas II) 

"Gapon by some miracle 

remained alive, he is in my 

house asleep. He now says 

there is no Tsar anymore, no 

church, no God. This is a man 

who has great influence upon 

the workers of the Putilov 

works. He has the following of 

close to 10,000 men who         

believe in him as a saint. He will 

lead the workers on the true 

path."  
 

Russian Reporter after 

‘Bloody Sunday’ 1905. 

The Russo-Japanese War was a disaster for Russia  - not just military. The Russo-Japanese War 
showed up Russia as it was - as a nation living on past glories and blind to the problems in  
farming and industry. The war against Japan was meant to rally the people around the Tsar in a 
display of patriotic fervour. Ultimately, it was to create a divide between Nicholas and his people. 
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Bloody Sunday  

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/march_revolution_1917.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/nicholas_and_alexandra.htm


The High Command of the Russian Army now feared a violent revolution and on 12th March suggested that Nicholas II should 

abdicate in favour of a more popular member of the royal family. Attempts were now made to persuade Grand Duke Michael 

Alexandrovich to accept the throne. He refused and on the 15th March, 1917, the Tsar abdicated leaving the Provisional     

Government in control of the country.  

Spartacus Education - c 2008. 

November 15th, 1915 . 
 

’Now before I forget, I must give you over a message from our Friend [Rasputin] prompted by what he saw in the 

night. He begs you to order that one should advance near Riga (a coastal town) … says it is necessary, otherwise 

the Germans will settle down so firmly through all the winter, that it will cost endless bloodshed and trouble to 

make them move… he says this is just now the most essential thing and begs you seriously to order ours to ad-

vance, he says we can and we must, and I was to write it to you at once.    
 

A letter from the tsarina Alexandra to her husband, Nicholas. 

L 

 

N 
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“Only socialism can save Russia from the horrors and conse-

quences of war. ‘It is possible,’ declared Lenin, ‘that this task is 

beyond the capacities of the Russian proletariat (workers) alone, 

which is significantly more backward than the Western European 

proletariat, but the war has imposed this task on the Russian 

proletariat, and it must be taken on. The new workers and     

peasants government, which is already being formed,’ Lenin   

underscored, ‘will not resolve all the tasks that are placed before 

the Petrograd proletariat without a struggle against our own, and 

against international, capitalism…. The Russian started the  

revolution, and the German will carry it through to the end. “ 

Lenin, to the Pertrograd Soviet (workers’ council ) 

-  1917. L 

I 

Russian Officer: Why these 
fortifications, your majesty? 
Surely the Germans will not 
get this far!. 
 

The Tsar: But when our 
own army returns....? 
 
K. Chamberlain,  
The Masses  
January, 1915 

M 

Russian cartoon : c1913  Russian cartoon : c1917 

http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWrussiaA.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duke_Michael_Alexandrovich_of_Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duke_Michael_Alexandrovich_of_Russia
http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSprovisional.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/RUSprovisional.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/ARTchamberlain.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/ARTmasses.htm


"What joy that you have come to see us! 
How can I thank you for all you are to me? 
To lay one's head on your shoulder, to say 

nothing, just to feel the joy of peace and forget - 
What heavenly bliss! I thank you for giving it me. 
Forgive me for all my imperfections. I want to be 
good, to be a real Christian, but it is so difficult. How 
difficult it is to conquer one's bad habits. But you 
will help me. You will not leave me, for I am weak 
and love you, and have faith in you alone. 
 
A letter from the tsarina to Rasputin. 
C—1914 

Dec. 13th 1916. 

He (Rasputin) advises you to be firm, to be the Master and not always to give in to 

Trepov – you know much better than that man and why not our Friend who leads 

through God. Remember why I am disliked – shows it right to be firm and feared. 

We must give a strong country to Baby and dare not be weak for his sake, else he 

will have a yet harder reign.  Russia wants to feel the whip, its their nature… ten-

der love and then the iron hand to punish & guide. 

  

A letter from the tsarina Alexandra to her husband, Nicholas. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bs8-
AFHeBWY 
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‘Throughout Russia, both at the front 
and at home, rumour grew ever louder 
concerning the pernicious influence ex-
ercised by tsarina Alexandra at whose 
side rose the sinister figure of Gregory 
Rasputin. This charlatan and hypnotist 
had wormed himself into the Tsar’s  
palace and gradually acquired a limitless 
power over the hysterical Empress, and 
through her over the Sovereign.  
Rasputin’s proximity to the Tsar’s family 
proved fatal to the dynasty, for no  
political criticism can harm the prestige 
of Tsars so effectually as the personal 
weakness, vice, or debasement of the 
members of a royal house’. 
 

Ariadna Tyrkova  - Historian, 2013. S W 

T 

A Bolshevik Poster - 1917 
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A British Newspaper headline : 1905 

http://spartacus-educational.com/RUStyrkova.htm


"The situation is serious. There is anarchy (chaos) in the capital. The Government 

is paralysed. Transport, food, and fuel supply are completely disorganised. Uni-

versal discontent is increasing. Disorderly firing is going on in the streets. Some 

troops are firing at each other. It is urgently necessary to entrust a man enjoying 

the confidence of the country with the formation of a new Government.  

Delay is impossible. Any tardiness is fatal.  
 

President, Michael Rodzianko, telegram to Nicholas, March 10th, 1917 

‘ Rumours were current that the Germans were influencing  the tsarina, 

Alexandra through the medium of Rasputin and Stürmer. Haughty 

(arrogant)  and unapproachable, she lacked popularity, and was all the 

more readily suspected of almost anything, even of pro-Germanism, 

since the crowd is always ready to believe anything that tends to  

augment (support / corroborate )  their suspicions."  

   

Ariadna Tyrkova  - Historian, 2013. 

Lenin had already proved himself to the workers of the city with his slogans "Peace, land and bread" and 
"All power to the soviets". His middle class background was not held against him as he had been in prison 
for his beliefs and he was seen by the workers as the man to lead them. Lenin had already decided that 
the workers were incapable of leading themselves as they did not have the necessary skills. He and other 
trained revolutionaries would do it. Lenin promised the people of Russia a number of things. The first was 
that he would pull Russia out of the war. This proved extremely popular especially among soldiers.      
Secondly he promised land to the peasants. This was also popular as the Provisional Government had 
refused to do this. Third, he promised that the workers and soviets would control the factories. With 
these three promises, it is not surprising that support for Lenin grew at a great speed. 
 

Hisorylearningsite.co.uk 

A painting showing Lenin speaking to the people.. 
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A1 B1 

Russian soldiers killed in WW1—1916. 

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfSOaVS0rv0 W 

http://spartacus-educational.com/RUStyrkova.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/lenin.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/provisional_government.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/provisional_government.htm


 

Source 
 

 ‘Who’ 
Source  
Type 

Date 
 

P, S or T 

Nicholas was  
weak 

Opposition Rasputin Other 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

        

  
 
 
 
 
 

      

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

   
 
 
 
 
 

     

     
 
 
 
 
 

   



 

Source 
 

 ‘Who’ 
Source  
Type 

Date 
 

P, S or T 

Nicholas was  
weak 

Opposition Rasputin Other 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

        

  
 
 
 
 
 

      

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

   
 
 
 
 
 

     

     
 
 
 
 
 

   



        Review : the reasons why  Nicholas abdicated  Skill : categorisation and forming an opinion. 

Paragraph 1 
 
Main Point = 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2 
 
Main Point = 

Paragraph 3 
 
Main Point = 

Why Was Tsar Nicholas II Removed From Power? ..... Brainstorm. 

Weak  Opposition  Rasputin  Other  

 Brainstorm ideas, then categorise them below 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3 Main Reason Nicholas Was Removed 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A 

A 

 

 

 

 A 

Essay Plan : Why Was Tsar Nicholas II Removed From Power?           

Introduction: 1: Use a full sentence to answer the question in a ‘thesis statement’ EG; Nicholas was removed from power because.   2: Outline the three main factors why Nicholas was removed from power. 

Firstly, primarily 

 

 

 

1:________________ 

 

 

 

Also, secondly, 

 

 

 
2:________________ 

Finally, in addition.  

 

 

 
3:________________ 

 

Points 
 Examples 

 

to support you main point 

Explain 
 

the examples you have used 

Evidence 
 

A “quote” or statistic? 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

 

Grade / Level ? 

Link back to the ? 

Importance of examples used  

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 1: Explain how you have shown your thesis statement to be true. Sum up the most important factor / main idea.  Show how the main reason influenced other factors.  

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 marks 



1905 - Russian Revolutions Review - 1918 
1905 Spring 1917 October 1917 

 

 

 

 

  

In a nutshell In a nutshell In a nutshell 

   

Key Figures / Group Key Figures / Group Key Figures / Group 

   

Why revolution? Why revolution? Why revolution? 

   

What happened? What happened? What happened? 

   

Effect / Consequences / Outcome Effect / Consequences / Outcome Effect / Consequences / Outcome 

   



Revolutions Review 

Army 

refused to fire 

Aim = 

Reform 

1905  

icHistory.com 

March 1917  October 1917 



 

  

   

  

 

Why was Nicholas removed from power? 
        Mission : to recap and rank the reasons Nicholas was removed from power 

Bad Luck  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tsarina 

Alexandra 

 

Lenin 

Weak  

character 

My Rank Order 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Agreed Pair / Group  Order 

World War 1 

Bloody Sunday 

Economic 

Problems 

Rasputin 

Russo—Japanese War 

Most 

Important 

Least 

Important 

icHistory.com 



 Russian Revolutions Review , 1900 –1918. 
       Mission :  to complete the puzzle carefully, check spellings and review your learning.  

 Down 

1 Happened in 1905 and 1917 

2 Conservatives and fascists sit here 

3 Led by  him  ( G )  

6 The father of communism  — Old Major 

8 Who is this  ( H )  

9 This went very badly for Russia 

11 Not a good day  for revolutionaries 

13 Event c 1905 

15 Russian parliament 

16 Nicholas’ promises in 1906 

17 Broken in 1906 / 7 

18 A must read book written by George Orwell 

21 Nicky’s wife 

23 Soviet Union 

25 Said ‘All power to the Soviets’ 

26 Government set up after Feb 1917 

27 St Petersburg, Leningrad, Petrograd, Moscow 

28 They believe rich should control the masses 

31 To give something 

32 Their ‘Red Guards’ completed the revolutions 

 Across 

4 No monarchy 

5 A list of political ideas 

7 Stepping down from power 

10 Who is  this Russian Primer Minister? ( A)   

12 Our Dear Friend ( B )  

14 Political idea  

19 Lead figure in 1905 revolution  ( C )  

20 Closely connected to communism 

22 Lenin’s famous slogan 

24 Killed our Dear Friend 

29 The King of Russia  

30 To change, usually for the better 

33 His ideas ( D )  

34 Type of rule after February 1917 

35 These types of people were called ( E ) 

36 Owners ( F )  

37 Where Nicholas and his family ended up 

  

 Down 

34 Council of workers 

icHistory.com 



33

16

13

22

9

10

25

11

28

19

35

26

34

36

24

8

18

32

3

31

1

21

5

37

2

20

12

7

14

6

17

4

27

30

15

29

23

Across
4 republic 
5 manifesto 
7 abdicate 
10 peterstolypin 
12 Rasputin 
14 ideology 
19 Fathergapon 
20 socialism 
22 peacelandbread 
24 felixyusupv 
29 Tsar 
30 Reform 
33 communistmanifesto 
34 sharedpower 
35 Proletariat 
36 bourgeoisie 
37 mineshaft 

Down
1 revolution 
2 rightwing 
3 bolsheviks 
6 karlmarx 
8 leontrotsky 
9 firstworldwar 
11 Bloodysunday 
13 russojapanesewar 
15 duma 
16 Octobermanifesto 
17 promises 
18 animalfarm 
21 alexandra 
23 USSR 
25 vladimirlenin 
26 provisional 
27 St. Petersburg, Leningrad, Petrograd, 
Moscow 

28 conservatism 
31 concession 
32 bolsheviks 
34 Soviet 



Outline : A good starter / empathy exercise for a lesson on the execution of the Romanovs  

 Prep the class explaining that they will need to imagine they are Nicholas Romanov …. Read below... 

Watch  the following clip : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsRQP7TifME 

Pause the clip at 3:52 

Gathering everybody consumed a lot of time, about 40 minutes. I ordered them to stand along the wall. Obviously, at that moment they did not imagine what awaited them. Nicholas 

stood opposite Alexei. Nicholas had put Alexei on the chair and stood in such a way, that he shielded him. I said to Nicholas approximately this: His close relatives inside the country and 

abroad were trying to save him, but the Soviet of Workers' wanted  to shoot them …. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I  ….. 

         Follow up… 

Collect in student tickets and 

share as appropriate. 

 

 

See supporting resources on 

the execution.  

 
  

                 Adapt 
 

Very simple to promote empathy 

for almost any topic. EG ? 
 

Anne Boleyn’s Execution 

A plague victim 

A slave at auction 

D-day soldier 

A Gladiator entering the Coliseum 

 A soldier about to go over the top 

 



 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I  ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I  ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I  ….. 

 

I feel ….. 

 

I think ……. 

 

I say….  

 

I  ….. 



Nicholas  
Alexei 

Alexandra 

Anastacia 

Olga 

Tatiana 

Maria 



What happened to Nicholas and his family? 
       Discover : what happened to the Romanov family  Explore : why this happened  Skills:  source analysis and comparison.  

icHistory.com 

Why did the Bolsheviks execute the Royal Family? Gathering everybody consumed a lot of time, about 40 minutes. I ordered them to stand along the wall. Obviously, 
at that moment they did not imagine what awaited them.  Alexandra Feodrovna said "There are not even chairs 
here." Nicholas was carrying Alexei. He stood in the room with him in his arms. Then I ordered a couple of chairs.  
Alexandra Feodrovna sat down. Nicholas stood opposite Alexei. Nicholas had put Alexei on the chair and stood in 
such a way, that he shielded him. I said to Nicholas approximately this: His close relatives inside the country and 
abroad were trying to save him, but the Soviet of Workers' resolved to shoot them. He asked "What?" and turned 
toward Alexei. At that moment I shot him and killed him outright. He did not get time to face us to get an answer. At 
that moment disorganized, not orderly firing began. The room was small, but everybody could come in and carry out 
the shooting according to the set order. But many shot through the doorway. Bullets began to ricochet because the 
wall was brick. Moreover, the firing intensified when the victims shouts arose. I managed to stop the firing but with 
great difficulty. A bullet, fired by somebody in the back, hummed near my head and grazed either the palm or finger 
(I do not remember) of somebody. When the firing stopped, it turned out that the daughters, Alexandra Feodrovna 
and, it seems, Demidova and Alexei too, were alive. I think they had fallen from fear or maybe intentionally, and so 
they were alive. Then we proceeded to finish the shooting. Previously I had suggested shooting at the heart to avoid 
a lot of blood. Alexei remained sitting petrified. I killed him. They shot the daughters but did not kill them. Then 
Yermakov resorted to a bayonet, but that did not work either. Finally they killed them by shooting them in the head. 
Only in the forest did I finally discover the reason why it had been so hard to kill the daughters and Alexandra 
Feodrovna.  (They wore  garments made of gold / diamonds that acted like armour).  
 
Yurovky’s Account - given in 1934. The event he describes took place on the 17th July 1918.  

After his abdication Nicholas and his family were sent to Tobolsk in Siberia and placed under house arrest for almost a 

year. They were treated well.  But the civil war between the Whites and Reds raged and the white armies drew closer 

to Tobolsk so the reds decided to act.….Yurovsky now came into the room with his squad, armed with revolvers, told 

the prisoners they had been sentenced to death, and shot Nicholas dead. The other guards immediately opened such 

a hail of fire that some of them were wounded in it. Tsarina Alexandra, Olga, Tatiana and Marie all fell dead, as did 

three of the servants. The fourth, the maid Anna Demidova, was sliced to pieces by bayonet thrusts. The terrified 

Alexei, spattered with his father's blood, was shot, bayoneted and finally finished off with two shots from Yurovsky. 

Anastasia, the last Romanov alive, was bludgeoned with rifle butts and stabbed with bayonets. The disposal of the 

bodies was a gruesome muddle. They were taken to the mine shaft in a truck and their clothes were burned on a 

bonfire before the corpses were dropped into a pool of water at the bottom of the shaft. It failed to conceal them 

and although some grenades were dropped into the shaft in an attempt to collapse it, the bodies had to be moved to 

a different shaft where sulphuric acid was used to destroy the faces, to prevent recognition. The second shaft also 

turned out to be inadequate and in the end Yurovsky's men dug a deep grave and the corpses were buried in it . 

 

Richard Cavendish -  c2007. 

Were the executions well planned—explain your answer? 

Why did they try so hard to  disfigure / hide the dead bodies? 

Which source is more useful—explain why? 

Give examples of information that is corroborated 

 

Give examples of information that is not corroborated 



Russia 1848 - 1918 : A Summary. 

 

The first humans work together in a tribal society 

Communist Manifesto Published : 1848 

February : unrest turns to widespread protest + mutiny 

Nicholas returns but is forced to abdicate 

Dual power : shared between the Duma and Soviets 

October Rising :  The Bolsheviks take over 

Civil War intensifies : the Whites v the Reds 

July 17th:  Nicholas and his family are executed 

Long Term 

Cause 

Short Term 

Cause 
Trigger 

The Long And Short Term Causes Of October Revolution 

Over thousands of years autocratic rule develops 

Bloody Sunday : Russian soldiers fire at protesters 

The October Manifesto : Nicholas concedes some power 

The Russo - Japanese War 

Nicholas takes the throne 

The Communist Manifesto published 

People starve / soldiers die / Rasputin murdered 

Russia enters World War 1 

Nicholas breaks promises made in the October Manifesto 

The French Revolution:  Masses execute their leaders 

Tipping  

Point 

German thinker  ______ Marx 
published his ideas that would 
later be adopted by Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks. Marx believed 
that there should be no class 
system and all people should 
have an equal share of wealth. 

 
 Keith : Groucho : Karl : Kevin 

Nicholas Becomes Tsar : 1894   

Nicholas inherited the 
throne when his father , 
Alexander III died aged 
49 of kidney disease. 

Nicholas said "I am not 
prepared to be a tsar. I 

know nothing of the 
business of ________ " 

 Leading  :  Ruling  

 Revolution : 1905 

Nicholas made the mistake 
of entering a war with  

______. After defeat, people 
demanded reform. Nicholas 

ordered troops to fire on 
protesters in what became 
known as Bloody Sunday. 

 
Germany : China : Japan 

The October Manifesto : 1905 

 Russia Enters World War 1 : 1914 

The war went very badly 
for Russia with millions 
of  _________. Nicholas 
took it upon himself to 
travel out to the front 
line. The situation got 

worse under his 
 leadership.  

 
Injuries : casualties 

As Russians continued to 
protest against poor 

working conditions and 
Bloody Sunday,  Nicholas 
offered concessions  in 
the October Manifesto. 

This meant sharing some 
power with the _______. 

 

Duma : Workers : People  

 The February Revolution  : 1917 

With rising soldier 
deaths, food shortages 
and a freezing winter 

people once again took 
to the streets. Nicholas 

did not take this seriously 
at first then was forced 

to abdicate upon his 
return from the war. 

 The October Revolution :  1917 

After the tsar abdicated and  
power was shared between 
the Duma and the Workers’ 

Soviets. The Duma continued  
the war -  Lenin disagreed 
and declared ‘ All power to 

the  __________’. 
 

Masses : Soviets : Workers 

 The Romanovs  Executed : 1918 

After the ‘Red Revolution’  a 
civil war began. The ’Reds’ 
V the ’Whites’.  The Whites 

wanted the return of the 
tsar and planned to rescue 

Nicholas. Thus, the 
 Bolsheviks executed the 

Romanov family. 

40 000 

——

1789 

1848 

1894 

1905 

1905 

1905 

1906 

1914 

1916 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1918 

1918 

          Review : key events between 1848 and 1918   Skill: causation.  



Russia 1848 - 1918 : A Summary. 

 

The first humans work together in a tribal society 

Communist Manifesto Published : 1848 

February :  

Nicholas returns and is forced to abdicate 

 

October :  

Civil War intensifies : the Whites v the Reds 

July 17th:  Nicholas and his family are executed 

Long Term 

Cause 

Short Term 

Cause 
Trigger 

The Long And Short Term Causes Of October Revolution 

Over thousands of years autocratic rule develops 

 

 

 

 

 

People starve / soldiers die / Rasputin murdered 

 

 

The French Revolution:  Masses execute their leaders 

Tipping  

Point 

German thinker  ______ Marx 
published his ideas that would 
later be adopted by Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks. Marx believed 
that there should be no class 
system and all people should 
have an equal share of wealth. 

 
 Keith : Groucho : Karl : Kevin 

Nicholas Becomes Tsar : 1894   

Nicholas inherited the 
throne when his father , 
Alexander III died aged 
49 of kidney disease. 

Nicholas said "I am not 
prepared to be a tsar. I 

know nothing of the 
business of ________ " 

 Leading  :  Ruling  

 Revolution : 1905 

Nicholas made the mistake 
of entering a war with  

______. After defeat, people 
demanded reform. Nicholas 

ordered troops to fire on 
protesters in what became 
known as Bloody Sunday. 

 
Germany : China : Japan 

The October Manifesto : 1905 

 Russia Enters World War 1 : 1914 

The war went very badly 
for Russia with millions 
of  _________. Nicholas 
took it upon himself to 
travel out to the front 
line. The situation got 

worse under his 
 leadership.  

 
Injuries : casualties 

As Russians continued to 
protest against poor 

working conditions and 
Bloody Sunday,  Nicholas 
offered concessions  in 
the October Manifesto. 

This meant sharing some 
power with the _______. 

 

Duma : Workers : People  

 The February Revolution  : 1917 

With rising soldier 
deaths, food shortages 
and a freezing winter 

people once again took 
to the streets. Nicholas 

did not take this seriously 
at first then was forced 

to abdicate upon his 
return from the war. 

 The October Revolution :  1917 

After the tsar abdicated and  
power was shared between 
the Duma and the Workers’ 

Soviets. The Duma continued  
the war -  Lenin disagreed 
and declared ‘ All power to 

the  __________’. 
 

Masses : Soviets : Workers 

 The Romanovs  Executed : 1918 

After the ‘Red Revolution’  a 
civil war began. The ’Reds’ 
V the ’Whites’.  The Whites 

wanted the return of the 
tsar and planned to rescue 

Nicholas. Thus, the 
 Bolsheviks executed the 

Romanov family. 

40 000 

——

1789 

 

 

 

 

1905 

1906 

 

1916 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1917 

1918 

1918 

          Review : key events between 1848 and 1918   Skill: causation.  



Russia 1900-1918 - the key players. 
       Discover : the ‘key players’ during this period   Explore : their beliefs and values  Skill: research / evaluation.  

 

 Nicholas Romanov : Russia 

Left     1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10    Right    

Key Info :  

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

 Alexandra Feodorovna : Germany 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info :  

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

 Peter Stolypin  : Russia 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

 Grigori Rasputin  :  Russia 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

 Vladimir Lenin : Soviet Union 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

 Alexander Trepov  : Russia 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

 Leon Trotsky : Soviet Union 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

 Father Gapon : Russia 

   Left      1   2   3    4    5    6    7    8   10   Right    

Key info 

Job Title / Role 

Cause of death, year 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

Insert Relevant Quote - 

Name :  



Unit Assessment : Russia 1900  - 1918. 

Part A: Skill, knowledge.  Decide if the following statements are true or false by circling below.                                        /  5 

Part B: Skill, chronology. Read the instructions on the timeline below. Perfect chronology + century bonus = 1+ 1        / 12  

True       False 

Part C: Skill: Vocabulary. Insert the word that fits the definition.                              Perfect spelling bonus +2                      / 12 

Russia 1848 - 1918 Timeline:  Put the dates into chronological order then match with the events shown in the pictures 

 

Student Name : _____________________________   Class : __________ 

1 : Russia was  

communist in 1900 

3 : Nicholas did not 

really want to        

be tsar 

2 : Nicholas’ wife  

was German 

4 : Nicholas was an 

autocratic ruler 

5 : St Petersburg 

was the capital of 

Russia in 1900 

True       False True       False True       False True       False 

1905 1848 1918 1917 1917 1896 1917 1905 1916 1914 

1 The rich and powerful - those owning business and factories  

2 A communist political party led by Vladimir Lenin  

3 When the ruler of a country gives up their position  

4 The poorer, working class people  

5 Anger or unhappiness  

6 A list of ideas showing what a political party believes in  

7 The Russian parliament   

8 A political ideology in which money and big business are very important  

9 An attempt to take over a government or a period of great change  

10 A country that is not ruled by a king, queen, tsar or tsarina  

COLOMBUS 
Dual Power 

Communist Manifesto Rasputin Killed Nicholas Executed Russia Enters WW1 
October Manifesto 

February Revolution October Revolution Nicholas takes power Russo  Japan War 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

C   

 

 

 C  

 

 



      Aim: Analyse the source below then use evaluation skills to decide if it is a reliable account or not.                    / 20 

‘ I write and leave behind me this letter at St. Petersburg. I feel that I shall leave life before January 1...If I am killed by com-
mon assassins, and especially by my brothers the Russian peasants, you Tsar of Russia, have nothing to fear, remain on 
your throne and govern, and you, Russian Tsar, will have nothing to fear for your children, they will reign for hundreds of 
years in Russia… if it was your relations who have wrought my death, then no one in the family, that is to say, none of your 
children or relations, will remain alive for more than two years. They will be killed by the Russian people...You must reflect 
and act prudently. Think of your safety and tell your relations that I have paid for them with my blood. I shall be killed. I am 
no longer among the living. 
 

Pray, pray, be strong, think of your blessed family’  . 
        

Grigory.  
 

A letter to the Tsarina Alexandra, 7 Dec 1916. Rasputin was killed,  23 days later by  two relatives of the Tsar Nicholas .      
19 months after Rasputin's death, the Tsar and his family were killed.  

Who created this source: _______________________ their job, role or position: ___________________________ 

Who is it for / audience: __________________________________________________________________________ 

When was it created:         Year:____  Century: ____  BCE      CE        Primary       Secondary       Tertiary    

Where is the person who created the source from ? ___________________________________________________ 

What type of source is it: Letter / Speech /  Diary / Other : ____________________________________________ 

What is the content of the source.  Summarise this in your own words rather then just copy out lines. 

The MAIN point of the source is : _________________________________________________________________ 

Furthermore it reveals :___________________________________________________________________________ 

Additionally it illustrates :__________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally it shows us :_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3: The source MOTIVE (why)  may         may not         make the source reliable because : ________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Unreliable  What   Reliable                  Who 
Could the person know things others 

do not? 
 

Do they have an important job? 
 

Is the person trustworthy? 
 

Could their ‘audience’ influence what 

is said or written?  

 

2 :  The source provenance (origins)  may         may not        make the source reliable because : ___________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example from the source : ‘_________________________________________________________________________’ 

Where 
Where a person comes 

from may influence the 

reliability of a source. For 

example, a German in 

1942 may be biased 

towards a Jewish person 

and a Jewish person may 

feel angry towards 

Germans even today. 

Why 
Does the person  motive 

or a reason to lie?  
 

Does the person have a 

reason to tell the truth? 
 

Could it be propaganda? 
 

Persuasion? 

1: The source content (what) may          may not         make the source reliable because : ________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example : ’  _____________________________________________________________________________________’ 

4 : Any other ideas why the source may or may not be reliable. Is the source supported / corroborated? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Uses opinions             

One sided            

Strong Language        

Emotional  

Confused 

Boastful                 

Exaggerates         

Subjective         

Not Corroborated 

Uses facts             

Balanced            

Softer Language         

Calm 

Clear   

Modest                

Understates         

Objective         

Corroborated  
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                     When 
Primary sources from a good eyewitness may 

be truthful, but they can also be confused or 

emotional. Primary sources may be recorded a 

long time after the event so the person may 

have forgotten some details.  
 

Secondary sources may get changed over 

time. The person was not there, but they can 

be written with less emotion and using more 

information not available at the time.. 

 
C 
O 
N 
T 
E 
N 
T 

Unreliable          1         2         3         4        5        6        7        8        9        10           Reliable  

Use the bias indicators below to help decide if the source is reliable or unreliable / biased.  
Consider 1: Content 2: Provenance 3: Motive 4: Corroboration 
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Part E: Skill: sentence construction / knowledge.  Answer the following using a full sentence.                             / 6  

1: Why did Nicholas enter into a war with Japan in 1905 ( 2 ) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2: Describe the October Manifesto ( 2 ) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 C _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 S _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 F ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 L ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part H: Skill: Causation:  The following are long, short term or causes, trigger events of Nicholas’ execution?                  / 5 

Long : Short : Trigger 

Assessment Score:  A     B    C    D    E    F    G    H     I     J      ____  / 100 

Part F: Skill: Knowledge and understanding.  List four examples of political ideologies.                                     / 4  

The Bolsheviks  

take power 

 Bloody  

Sunday 

Marx’s communist 

manifesto published 

Part G: Skill: Describe and event /  Describe the 1917,  October Rising.                                                                       / 6 

3: Why were many Russians unhappy with the role of Rasputin ?  ( 2 ) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The October 

Manifesto  

ignored   

Long : Short : Trigger Long  : Short : Trigger Long : Short : Trigger 

Part I Skill: essay. Why was Nicholas removed from power ?  Answer on lined paper or template                      / 20 

Part J:  Project piece. Mark to be added from your propaganda project                                               / 10 

The Whites wanted 

to rescue Nicholas 

Long : Short : Trigger 

Why it happened :___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Key Figure : _________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happened :____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What happened : ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Consequence : ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Consequence : ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Why Was Tsar Nicholas II Removed From Power?  



Unit Assessment : Russia 1900  - 1918. 

Part A: Skill, knowledge.  Decide if the following statements are true or false by circling below.                                        /  5 

Part B: Skill, chronology. Read the instructions on the timeline below. Perfect chronology + century bonus = 1+ 1        / 12  

True       False 

Part C: Skill: Vocabulary. Insert the word that fits the definition.                              Perfect spelling bonus +2                      / 12 

Russia 1848 - 1918 Timeline:  Put the dates into chronological order then match with the events shown in the pictures 

 

Student Name : _____________________________   Class : __________ 

1 : Russia was  

communist in 1900 

3 : Nicholas did not 

really want to        

be tsar 

2 : Nicholas’ wife  

was German 

4 : Nicholas was an 

autocratic ruler 

5 : St Petersburg 

was the capital of 

Russia in 1900 

True       False True       False True       False True       False 

1905 1848 1918 1917 1917 1896 1917 1905 1916 1914 

1 The rich and powerful - those owning business and factories  

2 A communist political party led by Vladimir Lenin  

3 When the ruler of a country gives up their position  

4 The poorer, working class people  

5 Anger or unhappiness  

6 A list of ideas showing what a political party believes in  

7 The Russian parliament   

8 A political ideology in which money and big business are very important  

9 An attempt to take over a government or a period of great change  

10 A country that is not ruled by a king, queen, tsar or tsarina  

COLOMBUS 
Dual Power 

Communist Manifesto Rasputin Killed Nicholas Executed Russia Enters WW1 
October Manifesto 

February Revolution October Revolution Nicholas takes power Russo  Japan War 

C   

1848 
19 

C   

1896 
19 

C   

1905 
20 

C   

1905 
20 

C   

1914 
20 

C   

1916 
20 

C   

1917 
20 

C   

1917 
20 

C   

1917 
20 

 C  

1918 
20 



  Round 1 
 B 

1 A  B  C  D   

2 A  B  C  D   

3 A  B  C  D   

4 A  B  C  D   

5 A  B  C  D   

6 A  B  C  D   

7 A  B  C  D   

8 A  B  C  D   

9 A  B  C  D   

10 A  B  C  D   

 Round 1 Score  

Russia 1900 - 1918 Review Quiz . 

Suggestion : At the end of each round feedback your scores. The team with the LOWEST score is allowed to  
add ‘steal’ a member from another team! 

      Mission :  to answer questions from the accompanying PPT quiz.  

  
Round 2 

 B 

1 A  B  C  D   

2 A  B  C  D   

3 A  B  C  D   

4 A  B  C  D   

5 A  B  C  D   

6 A  B  C  D   

7 A  B  C  D   

8 A  B  C  D   

9 A  B  C  D   

10 A  B  C  D   

 Round 2 Score  

  
Round 3 

 B 

1 A  B  C  D   

2 A  B  C  D   

3 A  B  C  D   

4 A  B  C  D   

5 A  B  C  D   

6 A  B  C  D   

7 A  B  C  D   

8 A  B  C  D   

9 A  B  C  D   

10 A  B  C  D   

 Round 3 Score  

  
Round 4 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  
 Round 4 Score 

                      Team Name :  _______________________                       

                                                     Name Bonus  :    3 



Round 5 : Images  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Round 6 : Chronology  

1848  

1894  

January 1905  

1905  

1914  

2nd March 1917  

March 1917  

October 1917  

March 1918  

July 1918  



Russia 1900 - 1918 
 

Part 2 of 2 
  

I politely request that these resources remain  
for your personal / school  teaching use only. 

 
 Help me by spreading the word rather than the    

resources. 
 
 

Thank you for your support!  

 

   

 Phil@icHistory 


