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A secret attack 

made to look like 

it's from   

another group.  

Similar =  

Imprisoning  

people without 

trial, during a  

conflict.  

Similar =  

Conflicts or  

divisions between 

different religious 

or other groups.   

Similar =   

 

A form of protest 

when  prisoners 

refused to eat 

food.   

Similar =  

A person who 

supports a united 

Ireland, separate 

from Britain.  

Similar =  

A person loyal to 

Britain, wanting 

Northern Ireland 

to stay in the UK.  

Similar =  

A civilian group 

that acts like a 

real military 

force.  

Similar =  

The process of 

breaking up and 

ending paramilitary 

groups.  

Similar =  

 

 A regular person 

not in the  

military, police or 

government.   

Similar =  



 

A secret attack 

made to look like 

it's from   

another group.  

Similar =  

 

Imprisoning  

people without 

trial, during a  

conflict.  

Similar =  

 

Conflicts or  

divisions between 

different religious 

or other groups.   

Similar =   

 

A form of protest 

when  prisoners 

refused to eat 

food.   

Similar =  

 

A person who 

supports a united 

Ireland, separate 

from Britain.  

Similar =  

 

A person loyal to 

Britain, wanting 

Northern Ireland 

to stay in the UK.  

Similar =  

 

A civilian group 

that acts like a 

real military 

force.  

Similar =  

 

The process of 

breaking up and 

ending paramilitary 

groups.  

Similar =  

 

 A regular person 

not in the  

military, police or 

government.   

Similar =  



The Troubles—a term long used as a euphemism for violent conflict—brought decades of riots and 

bloody clashes between pro-British Protestants and Catholics bent on national independence to the 

doorsteps of people like Olivia O’Hagan. "You didn’t know who to trust, you just kept yourself to 

yourself. You didn’t get angry whenever you heard of all the people being shot dead. You just 

thought ‘When is this ever going to end?’"  
 

Britain partitioned the country in 1921. Majority-Catholic Ireland gained its independence, and 

Northern Ireland, billed as "a Protestant state for Protestant people," remained part of the United 

Kingdom. However, not all Northern Irish people wanted to be associated with the U.K., and the 

newly created nation was roiled with sectarian violence from the start. Catholics, ruled by 

Protestant officials who discriminated against them and enforced laws unevenly, pushed for equal 

treatment and political independence. During the 1960s, they began to borrow from the American 

civil rights movement with peaceful protests that, like those in the U.S., were met with brutality. At 

an October 1968 protest in Londonderry, also known as Derry, where the Catholic working class 

struggled with poor housing, unemployment, and discrimination, police cracked down and beat pro-

testers. The Troubles had begun. 
 

Catholic nationalists soon redoubled their efforts, holding a march from Belfast to Derry in January 

1969 that mirrored Martin Luther King, Jr.’s march to Selma in the U.S. Crowds of loyalists attacked 

the marchers throughout the protest and ambushed them on the final day at Burntollet Bridge just 

outside of Derry. The Protestant police did nothing to stop the loyalists even though they used 

clubs, stones, and other weapons. In response, riots raged throughout Derry. 
 

Soon the Troubles kicked into high gear. Loyalists and nationalists alike marched and brawled. In 

one August 1969 incident now known as the Battle of the Bogside, a loyalist march from Belfast to 

Derry was met with protests and barricades. Local Catholic nationalists assailed the loyalists with 

Molotov cocktails and stones. The days-long riot only died down when British troops were deployed 

to Derry. 
 

Soon, hardline nationalists had organised into a paramilitary group known as the Irish Republican 

Army (IRA). Its objective: to force Britain to withdraw from Northern Ireland using any means  

necessary, including violence and guerrilla tactics. 

The Troubles of Northern Ireland - National Geographic - By Erin Blakemore, 2022. 

 
When was 

Ireland  

partitioned? 

 

Give two ways 

working class 

Catholics  

discriminated 

against?  

 

What  

happened at 

the Battle of 

The 

 Bogside?  

What  

was the aim of 

the IRA and 

how would it 

try and 

achieve this 

aim? 

 

An extract 

that best  

defines ‘The 

Troubles.’ 

 

An extract 

that describes 

the Protestant 

view of  

Northern 

 Ireland. 

 

Select one 

 primary 
(contemporary) 

quote. 

 

Any link made 

to another  

event outside 

of Ireland.  

 

Any reason 

why the article 

may be  

reliable or 

 unreliable  

(bias)? 

 

Do you feel 

the author has 

more  

sympathy for 

one side or the 

other? 

 

Anything 

 particularly  

useful / helpful 

about this  

article?  

 

The most  

surprising 

thing about 

this   

article?  

Evidence select a direct 

‘’quote’’ from the article. 

Explain using only the article 

to answer. 

Analyse + Evaluate provide 

your opinions + conclusions. 

IRA Paramilitary Member  



Internment = the British policy of imprisoning suspected 

 paramilitaries without trial. Introduced in 1971 with  

Operation Demetrius, 342 men were arrested in the initial 

raids. This was a major miscalculation; based on flawed 

intelligence and it exclusively targeted Catholics. The 

 brutality of arrests and ill-treatment of those held, includ-

ing the "five techniques" of interrogation only alienating 

the community. And far from ending the violence, it was a 

powerful propaganda tool for the IRA.  

A 

'I saw a man who had been arrested and 

interrogated for a week, and he had been 

beaten so badly that he could not recognize 

his own wife.'  
 

Kevin Hannaway - Northern Ireland 

He was also a victim of internment. 

A 

Bloody Sunday was rooted in the Northern  

Ireland Civil Rights Association's (NICRA) cam-

paign against the British policy of internment. 

The march in Derry on January 30, 1972, was to 

 protest internment without trial. Tensions were 

high, and the British Army's Parachute Regiment 

was deployed. 
 

As the march progressed, British soldiers opened 

fire on unarmed protesters, killing 13 civilians 

and injuring many more. The soldiers' claims of 

 responding to IRA gunfire were found to be false. 

 

The massacre was a pivotal turning point. It drove 

many Catholics to join the Provisional IRA, leading 

to a massive increase in violence. It discredited 

the British Army and destroyed any remaining 

trust. The events directly led to the British gov-

ernment suspending Northern Ireland’s parlia-

ment, leading to Direct Rule from Westminster. 

"I am stating categorically now that 

the Army opened fire indiscriminate-

ly, there were no shots previous to 

the Army entering the area, none."  

James Chapman. 

Derry Resident. Statement in 1972. 
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 Ireland was split, with  
Northern Ireland  

staying as part of the UK. 
 

 This created deep sectarian 
tensions between its 
Protestant and Catholic 
communities.  

Catholics faced  
unequal treatment in 
jobs, housing, and 

voting.  
 

This sparked peaceful 
civil rights protests that 
were met with a harsh 

response. 

The march was a protest 
against the British policy 
of internment. British 
soldiers shot and killed 14 
unarmed Catholic  
protesters in Derry, a 
major turning point that 
significantly boosted 
support for the IRA.  

The Sunningdale Agreement  

The Provisional IRA 
declared a complete 
ceasefire, followed 
by loyalist  

paramilitaries. This 
key development 
enabled formal 

peace talks to begin.  

An early attempt at 
power-sharing  
between unionists 
and nationalists. It 
failed due to strong 
opposition from  
unionists, leading to 
the collapse of the 
new government.  

 Hunger Strikes  

Led by Bobby Sands, 
ten republican  

prisoners died while 
on hunger strike,  
demanding political 
status. Their deaths 
boosted support for 

Sinn Féin.  

A deal between the UK 
and the Republic of 
Ireland that gave the 
Irish government a 
consultative role in 
Northern Ireland's 
affairs. This angered 

unionists.  

This landmark peace 
deal established a new 
power-sharing govern-
ment and reformed the 

police. 
 

 Effectively bringing an 
end to the large-scale 

violence.  

Bloody Sunday  Origins - Partition  

The Anglo-Irish Agreement  The Good Friday Agreement  IRA Ceasefire 

Discrimination  
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Revision Summary or Timeline 

Partition     

Divide    

Put in prison    

Anglo     

English    Internment      

Unofficial Army     

Tribal     

Paramilitary     
Sectarian     

 

Key Word Match Up 
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A republican prisoner whose 1981 hunger 

strike and death boosted support for Sinn Féin, 

turning a protest into a powerful political 

statement.  

A leading republican politician and former Sinn 

Féin president, he was a key figure in the 

peace process, helping guide the republican 

movement from violence to politics.  

A Protestant unionist leader who founded the 

Democratic Unionist Party, he was a strong 

opponent of the Anglo-Irish Agreement, fierce-

ly resisting any deals with Irish nationalists.  

A Catholic nationalist politician and Nobel 

Peace Prize winner, he was essential to the 

peace process, constantly working for a 

peaceful solution to the conflict.  

The Taoiseach (Prime Minister) of Ireland who 

helped create the Good Friday Agreement, 

working with Blair to achieve lasting peace.  

The UK Prime Minister who was crucial in 

 negotiating the Good Friday Agreement,  

leading Britain to a historic peace deal.  
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         Mission - to analyse, evaluate and compare historical sources to find out what happened in Northern Ireland, January 1972. 

 "There is no doubt that the soldiers were confronted with a high-risk situation. They were fired on first, and  

responded with aimed shots at a number of identified gunmen and bomb-throwers. The soldiers were justified in their 

actions. There is a strong suspicion that some of the civilians who were shot were members of the IRA or had been 

handling weapons."  
 

British government's official inquiry, led by Lord Chief Justice Widgery. 

The report was released just a few months after the event in April 1972  

   

"The firing by soldiers on Bloody Sunday was both unjustified 

and unjustifiable. None of the casualties were posing a threat of 

causing death or serious injury. We have concluded that none of the 

soldiers fired in response to attacks by gunmen or nail bombers.  

Many of the soldiers knowingly put forward false accounts to try and 

justify their firing."  
 

 

 

The Saville Report the second British government inquiry, June 2010.  

"The actions of the Parachute Regiment in shooting dead 13 unarmed 

civil rights protesters immeasurably strengthened Irish republicans'  

arguments within their own community and provided the Provisional 

IRA with a flood of fresh recruits for its long war—the significance of 

that day in shaping the course of the conflict cannot be overstated."  

 

BBC New Article - 2010. A cartoon published in The Irish Times, Dublin  - 
February 1972. It says ’whitewash’ on the bucket.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CquBS2hnLNI


What is the main point or message of source A? 

Provide a sub-point or message from source A 

How similar are the MAIN messages from sources B and C?  Not similar: somewhat similar: very similar ( Explain answer) 

How similar are the sub-messages from sources B and C?  Not similar: somewhat similar: very similar ( Explain answer) 

What is the main message of source D?  

Give an example from source B, C or D that corroborates ( supports ) source A.  

Give an example from source B, C or D that does NOT corroborate ( support ) source A.  

How reliable is source A?  Circle a score then explain your reason          ( Not Reliable    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   Reliable ) 

What are the most important AND / OR most surprising things you learned from these sources? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMbLpWzo8ig


 

Access supporting resources … 
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