
The  
Trial of  
Nicholas  
Romanov 



The year is 1917 and the Bolsheviks, led by Lenin, have taken over Russia.  The Bolsheviks have great ideas for a new fu-
ture  for their new ‘Soviet Union’. One of their plans is to erase all power of the former ruling elite and put power into the 
hand of the people. This is a dangerous time the Bolsheviks. Many people still support Nicholas want a return to conserva-
tive rule, therefore, a decision about what to do with the tsar must be made quickly. In this activity Nicholas Romanov will 

stand trial. His opponents will argue he is directly and indirectly that he responsible for thousands and even millions of 
deaths of his own people. They have a strong case so his defence team are going to have to present a powerful counter-
argument. Failing to do so will mean the death of the former tsar and possibly those of his family too. The prosecuting 

team should wear mainly red clothes as many of you are Communists. The defending team should wear blue as many of 
you are Conservatives who wish to preserve Nicholas and return to Royal rule.  

 

Nicholas Romanov is charged with crimes against his own people—how will the jury rule?  

Judge 

Prosecuting Defending The Trial 

The Roles Explained 

The Jury 

       Mission: to decide if Nicholas Romanov committed inhumane crimes against his own people. 

The Trial Of Nicholas Romanov 

Lawyer or Assistant 1: Opening statements Lawyer or Assistant 

Royal Servant 2: The character of Nicholas ‘Tsarina’ Alexandra 

Leon Trotsky 3: The events surrounding 1905 Peter Stolypin  

Felix Yuspov 4: Russia’s  ‘Dear Friend’ Rasputin Grigori Rasputin 

Russian Soldier 5: The First World War Alexander Trepov 

Russian Worker 6 : The revolutions of 1917 Nicholas  Romanov 

Vladimir Lenin 7 :  The decision to abdicate Grand Duke Michael 

Whole Team 8: Debate  - Does Nicholas deserve  die? Whole Team 

Lawyer or Assistant 9: Closing Statements Lawyer or Assistant 

The Judge  (Teacher?) 

Your role is to organise the courtroom,  

control the debate, introduce people and make 

sure that each team listens to the other. Also 

check the lawyers don’t use any dirty tricks! 

The Jury 

Your role is to listen, especially for any lies that 

may be told! You will make the  

decision as to which team gave the most 

 persuasive argument. 

The Lawyers + Legal Assistants 

Your role is to question your own witnesses 

and  those from the opposing team. You can 

prepare your own witnesses before the trial 

and raise  OBJECTIONS if the opposing  

lawyer is asking unfair questions or going off 

topic. Don’t forget your suit! 

The Witnesses  

Learn about your character and be prepared to 

answer questions truthfully (and dramatically)  

from both your own and the opposing team’s 

lawyer. Bring evidence for the jury, extra points 

for props or costumes! 



 Prosecution Witnesses 

 Royal Servant 

You have served the Romanovs your whole life and 

have seen and heard very many private moments of 

‘tsar’ Nicholas. What is he really like? 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: How Nicholas and his wife spoke to you. 

2: The things you were expected to do for them. 

3: An example when you have seen Nicholas lacking confidence. 

4:  Another example to show Nicholas had a weak character? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Leon Trotsky 

You are a member of the intelligentsia and campaign 

for a reform in Russian.  You will give evidence about 

the events of 1905 , including Bloody Sunday and the 

broken promises after the October Manifesto. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1:  What did you see during ‘Bloody Sunday’? 

2:  How many Russians were killed ? 

3:  What promises were made in the October Manifesto and were they kept? 

4:   Who killed Father Gapon, leader of the 1905 revolution? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!   Felix Yusupov 

You are a Russian prince closely associated with 

Nicholas. You hate the ’mad monk’ Rasputin  

who has wormed his way into the Royal Court 

and has much more power than you do!   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why are you angry with Nicholas? 

3: Can you expose his magical powers and give logical explanations? 

3:  How has Nicholas damaged the reputation of the Royal Family? 

4: What would you like to see happen to Rasputin? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Russian Soldier 

You need to find the name of a real Russian soldier who 

fought in the First World War. Your aim is to show how 

low the moral was in the Russian army and why you 

blame Nicholas for this. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: How has the war gone for you - battles lost ? 

2: What do you think about Nicholas taking command of the army? 

3: What mistakes has he made / how many soldiers have been killed? 

4: What do the other soldiers say about the tsarina and Rasputin?  
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Russian Worker 

Find the name of a Russian worker—member of 

he proletariat. You took part in the revolutions of 

1917 that forced tsar Nicholas to abdicate.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did you take part in the revolutions? 

2: What mistakes did Nicholas make in 1917? 

3: Are you a communist or socialist—a Bolshevik? 

4:  Who would you like to rule Russia from now on? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Vladimir Lenin 

You are the most famous and arguably most 

important leader of the October revolution in 

1917.  Your aim is to show why Nicholas had to 

go and the crimes he committed. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What is the name of your party? 

2: Why did so many of the workers follow your ideas and not Nichols’?  

3: What was your famous 3 word slogan—what did this mean? 

4:  Why did Nicholas abdicate— did he do this for the good of the people? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  



Grigori Rasputin 

You will need little introduction. Your aim is to defend 

Nicholas and the tsarina by showing that you really do 

have magical abilities and they were right to take you 

into the Royal Court.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What magical powers do you have? 

2: What proof do you have that you have powers to predict the future? 

3: How have you helped the tsarina and tsar? 

4:  Could you try to hypnotise the opposing lawyer of jury? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Defence Witnesses 

‘Tsarina’ Alexandra  

You know Nicholas better than anyone. You have been 

married since 1894. You were born in Germany and 

the daughter of German Grand Duke Louis IV. Queen 

Victoria is your grandmother.   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: What is Nicholas like as a husband? 

2: What is he like as a father? 

3:  What other good character traits does he have?  

4:  Any thing else—a story about him—how you met? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Peter Stolypin 

You served as the Prime Minister after the revolution 

of 1905 and helped with some of the reforms made as 

a result of the October Manifesto.   

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1:  What happened during ‘Bloody Sunday’? 

2:  How many Russians were killed ? 

3:  What promises were made in the October Manifesto did you help with? 

4:  Another example of how Russia improved after 1905— the peasants? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

Alexander Trepov 

You were the Prime Minister of Russian in 1916-17. You 

supported Russian involvement in the First World War 

and were a trusted friend of Nicholas. 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did Russia need to get involved in the war?  

2: What do you think about Nicholas taking command of the army? 

3: Why was it necessary for Nicholas to start conducting the effort? 

4: What does this tell us about Nicholas as a leader? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

‘Tsar‘ Nicholas II   

You are speaking to save not only your life, but 

maybe those of your family too. Are you going to 

be humble and repentant or show that you were 

once the most powerful man in Russia? 

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why do you think the 1917 revolution took place? 

2: Did you ever order the killing of revolutionaries or protesters? 

3: Are you sorry for anything that has happened—did you make mistakes? 

4:  How  / who should lead Russian in the future? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  

 Duke Michael 

You are the younger brother of Nicholas. You 

were offered the throne after your brother was 

forced to abdicate.  

A basic outline of your attack  could include: 
 

1: Why did your brother abdicate? 

2: What does this say about him as a leader? 

3: Why didn't you accept the offer to rule Russia after your brother? 

4: Who do you think should rule Russia from this point forwards? 
  

You may bring evidence to give to show to the jury, e.g. a  photo, letter or 

something else.  Beware, the opposing lawyer may cross examine you and 

challenge your answers. The jury will also be looking to see if you are telling 

lies and will deduct points if you do -  Don’t forget to dress for the occasion!  



Team Lawyers 

Opening statement notes: 

Closing statement notes: 

         To do 
 

Prepare evidence  

to show the jury 

 My witness notes:                                                      Opposing Witness Notes: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

  Don’t Forget 
 

To pitch to the 

jury not to the 

judge. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



 Team Jury To Do List … 

1 : Select a presiding juror who will deliver the verdict. 

2 :  Decide how you will reach a verdict - open vote, secret vote, score, other? 

3 : What happens in the event of a hung jury? 

4 :  Write out the meanings of the words posted to the right. 

5 : Create a plan to turn the classroom into a courtroom—include places for 

the judge, jury, lawyers , a witness stand and witness benches. 

During the trial you must listen to the information carefully. You should put any ideas your views on Nicholas to one side and judge only  on what you hear during the trial. You 
should be looking out for people who may be telling lies or giving information that is not correct. Give  a lower score for shaky testimony or telling lies. Find out the answers to the 
questions below so you can judge if witnesses answer accurately and are credible. Also, you should  award  2 ’dramatic’ bonus points per round for teams that play their parts well 

and / or bring props to or wear costumes during the trial.  Similarly, reward participation bonus in the debate round for teams that have more people debating. 

You must be comfortable that witnesses are not committing perjury.  Find out  the answers questions below  before the trial starts. 

 1-Opening 

 Statements 

2-The character 

of Nicholas 

3-The 1905  

revolution  

4– Rasputin 5-The First World 

War 

6-The Revolutions 

of 1917 

7– Abdication 8-Debate 

Round 

9-Closing  

statements 

10- Bonus  

participation 

Check  

Prosecuting  

questions 

 

 

Find three positive things 
about his character 

 

 

Who was Father Gapon 
and  what happened to 

him? 

Find possible ‘scientific’ 
explanations for Rasputin’s 
supposed magical powers 

How many Russian 
soldiers died in WW1? 

What is the difference 
between a communist, 
socialist or Bolshevik? 

What was Lenin’s famous 
3 word slogan? 

   

Check  

defending 

Questions 

 

 

Find there negative things 
about his charater 

 

 

How many people were 
killed during Bloody  

Sunday? 

Did any of Rasputin’s 
 predictions come true? 

Why did Nicholas feel he 
needed to help lead the 

war effort? 

Did Nicholas ever 
 order the killing of  

Russian people? 

Why did the Grand Duke 
refuse to take the 

throne? 

   

Prosecution 

 score  / 10          : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

participation  

: 10 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

___ 

26 
Defence  

 score / 10          : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

: 10 

participation  

: 10 

         : 10 

Dramatic bonus 

: 2 

___ 

26 

Alexander Romanov is charged with 

crimes against the Russian people 

How does the jury rule? 

 

Prosecuting  

Total 

 

Defending 

Total 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guilty 

Not Guilty 

Team 

Jury 



Place 
Cards 

  Cut / Fold 



 Servant       Of The Royal Court 

 Trotsky   Leading Bolshevik Revolutionary 
Nicholas deserves to die! 

 

Nicholas deserves to die! 

He has betrayed you and the 

Russian people. 



 Yusopov       Prince Of The Royal Court 

 Soldier 
Nicholas deserves to die. 

 He put that dirty Monk before 

you and you Royal blood! 

Nicholas deserves to die! -  like 

the millions of your brothers in 

arms have because of him. 



 Worker       Proletariat  

 Lenin   Revolutionary Bolshevik Leader  
Nicholas deserves to die– he has 

allowed people to starve and 

killed those who protested. 

Nicholas deserves to die.  

He is a symbol of evil, autocratic 

rule. Power to the people! 



 Rasputin      The Mad Monk 

Alexandra    The Former Tsarina 
Can you save the life of Nicholas 

and the tsarina? 

Can you save the life of your 

 husband? 



 Stolypin      Former Prime Minister 

 Trepov    The Former Prime Minster 
Can you save the life of Nicholas? 

 

Can you save the life of Nicholas? 



 Nicholas       The Fallen Tsar 

 Michael    The Grand Duke - brother 
Can you save your own life and 

those of your family? 

Can you save the life of Nicholas? 

He was just doing what he was 

born to do! 


