


The Treaty of Versailles Summary  German Reaction to Versailles. 
       Review : the terms of Versailles and consider how Germans felt about it. 

 
                  Colour Code: 
      Alsace Lorraine : town to France. 
      Sudetenland : region to Czech. 
      Saarland : coal fields to League. 
      Rhineland : demilitarised. 
      Ruhr : Industry, stayed German. 

Terms    Examples Ordered Examples 

Land Losses   

 

 

 

 
Sudetenland to Czech 

 
No Planes 

 
War Guilt Clause 

 
Only 100 000 Men 

 
132 Billion Marks 

  Rhineland 
 Demilitarised 

 
No Conscription 

 
Alsace-Lorraine to 

France 
 

Saarland to League 
 

Polish Corridor                  
Created 

 
Only 6 Warships 

Military 

Restrictions 

  

  

 

 

 

Economic 

Punishment 

  

  

 

 

 

Other Terms   

 

Emotion : 

 A  _ _ _ _ _  

 

EG : Loss  of  

Sudetenland 

EG:   

Emotion :  S  _ _ _ _    

EG :  
 

EG : 
 

Emotion : 
 S _ _ _ _ _ _ 
  _ _  _ _ _   _ _ _ _  

EG :  
 Emotion : 

 H _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

 

EG :  

 

EG : 

 



The Cartoon About A Man Holding A Knife . 
    Know: how to identify the main features of a cartoon   Understand: how to interpret these features   Skill: cartoon analysis + evaluation. 

Message of the cartoon  (write this AFTER completing DEC process) 

Describe the main features of the cartoon. 

Explain what each of these features means / represents 

Context: what historical event is this cartoon about? 

Reliable or Not?  (Circle a score below) 

Unreliable     1      2      3      4      5      6      7     8       9      10     Reliable 
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After the fall of the Kaiser and a move away from a  _  _ _ _ _ wing,  conservative leadership, the new W _ _ _ _ _ 

Republic had to create a new set of  rules by which the country was run. This was called a constitution. The new  

Germany would be d _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ c  for the first time . But was this a good thing during such an unstable period       

of German history? 

The Weimar Constitution : strengths and weaknesses. 
       Discover: the structure of the new constitution  Explore:  its strengths / weaknesses  Skill: forming a judgment. 

The Weimar Constitution 

Strengths Weaknesses 

  

  

  

The German People  
 

They elected the President.  

German men and women over the age of 20 years of age were allowed to vote. 
They voted for the politicians / parties that they wanted represented in the Reichstag (National Parliament) . 

The Chancellor 
 
Head of the Government. 
Needed the support of the majority of the 
Reichstag to make important decisions.  

The President  
Elected by the people.  
Chose the Chancellor. 
Not usually  involved in the Reichstag.                                               
Could rule without the Government in times                                     
of  emergency using Article 48.  

The Reichstag 
 

This was the Government. 
Elected politicians got a seat  in the Reichstag. 
The government was proportional representation (PR) . This meant many 
groups had a voice in the Reichstag. The more seats the louder the voice! 

The Army 
Swore an oath of   

loyalty to the        
President.  

Article 48 

Gave President 
full power in 

times of           
emergency 

1 2 3 



After the fall of the Kaiser and a move away from a  _  _ _ _ _ wing,  conservative leadership, the new W _ _ _ _ _ 

Republic had to create a new set of  rules by which the country was run. This was called a constitution. The new Ger-

many would be d _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ c  for the first time . But was this a good thing  during such an unstable period of 

German history? 

The Weimar Constitution : strengths and weaknesses. 
       Discover: the structure of the new constitution  Explore:  its strengths / weaknesses  Skill: forming a judgment. 

The Weimar Constitution 

Strengths Weaknesses 

  

  

  

The 

Chancellor 

 

Head of the government. 

Needed the support of the majority of the R                                                                                 

eichs-

tag to make important decisions.  
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The Army 
Swore an oath of   

loyalty to the        
President.  

Article 48 

Gave President 
full power in 

times of           
emergency 

The President  
Elected by the people.  
Chose the Chancellor. 
Did not get involved in the government.                                               
Could rule without the government in times                                     
of   mergency using Article 48.  

The Reichstag 

 

This was the government. 

Elected politicians got a seat  in the Reichstag. 

The government was proportional representa-
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The Spartacists Revolt, 1919. 

 

Meanwhile in Hitler’s lair... 

 Tsar Nicholas + Family   

 

c73BC 1914 

1919 

 

Oct 1917 Rosa’s funeral. 
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A bloody chapter in Weimar history. 

 

 

Jan, 1919 

 

 



The Attack From the Right:  The Kapp Putsch . 

 Past tense  Fix  Errors  Punctuation  Guess  Investigate  Choose  Unscramble  Meaning 

       Discover: what the Kapp Putsch was Explore: the reasons for its success / failure  Skill: vocab + language development, S.P.A.G.! 

In the following year, 1920,  the Free Corps 

or Freikorps tried their own putsch against 

Ebert and the Weimar Government. 

 

Putsch = ___________________ 
 

True of False  Funny 

 

 

Dr Kapp 

 Empathy Find Bias 

They were led by RIGHT wing nationalist,  

__________   ___________  
 

Gangwolf              Gandalf                        Wolfkapp 

            Cap                   Krab                      Ludwig 

Krap                      Krap                  Adolph 

Wolfgang                  Dave                  Rudolph        

 

Many Freikorps were ex WW1 soldiers,   

unhappy with the Versailles terms which 

limit the army to 100 000 men . Why 

would they be unhappy with this?_______ 

___________________________________ 

Ebert had survived the attack from the 

Right when he used the Freikorps to  win 

the Spartacists in January, 1918.  

 

1: _______  2: ________3:_______ 

The Freikorps feared __________ and felt 

the best way to stop it was a return to a 

_____ wing government,  supported by a 

powerful __________.  

To keep to the harsh terms of Versailles,        

President Ebert stupidly tried to break up 

the Freikorps. When he tried to do this 

they rebelled.  
 

1: ____________ 2: ____________ 

5000 Freikorps march on Berlin. The      

Germany army refuses to fire on them. The 

Weimar Government flees from the city.  

 

1: _______ 2: ________3:_______ 

leader with was declared the  of people but 

he Kapp was unpopular the new Germany.  

___________________________ 

________________________ 

_______________________ 

Ebert called for the workers of Berlin to 

strike. Imagine you are a bus driver in 

Berlin. Who do you want to rule ? 
________________________ 

______________________ 

Kapp was forced to flee to Sweden. The 

Weimar Government returned. Kapp was 

later arrested : what happened to Kapp? 
___________________________ 

________________________ 

_________________________ 

The Kapp Putsch showed that… 
 

Weimar Gov’t had some support :  _____ 

Ebert couldn't trust his own army : _____ 

Many Germans liked democracy :  _____ 

Ebert was very popular  : _____ 

the workers protested and went on strike 

transport  electricity and water was cut off in 

berlin this made it impossible for kapp and   

the freikorps to run the city  
 

# of punctuation errors : _____  
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Plotting 

Freikorps 

People Power? 



Spartacists Revolt or Kapp Putsch? 

Right 

Wing 

Ended by a 

workers 

strike 

Wanted 

strong 

 military 

Karl 

 Liebknecht 

Leader Fled to Sweden 

Freikorps 

Rosa Luxemberg Left 
Wing 

Marched on 

Berlin 
Leaders 
Killed 

Ended by the 

Freikrops 

1919 

To stop a  communist revolution 

Wolfgang 

Kapp 

Spartacists Kapp 

Many 

 German 

towns 

Wanted 
Communism 
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1920 


