THE WITCH CRAZE

The Witch Craze : key words starter
Midwife

Misogyny

Ignorance

Intolerance

Vulnerable

Accused

Hysteria

Scapegoat

Discover: new vocabulary Explore: key word meanings Skill: language development.

A person or group of people unfairly blamed for something
A person blamed of a crime
Lots of excitement, emotion or panic— often exaggerated or unnecessary
Lack of knowledge or ability to use information
To be in danger or in a weak position
A female nurse, who helps women during pregnancy and childbirth
A negative attitude towards or strong dislike of women
An unwillingness to accept people who are not like you or respect their beliefs and customs
Word
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Definition
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Witchcraft, Wicca, Witchfinders and Women
Discover: key events linking to witchcraft Skill: chronology, knowledge and understanding

Witches

Mother

Burning

Madness

The idea of ( 1 ) __________ dates back to earliest recorded history. It was usually women who were seen as being more
connected with healing, the earth and nature. Paganism was an early form of religion in Europe dating c 2500 BC. In
Pagan times, Wicca, was the Triple Goddess, meaning the maiden, the ( 2 ) _________ and the crone. An early Hebrew
(Jewish) passage mentions the existence of witches ... "Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son
or daughter in the fire, nor a fortune-teller, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults spirits or seeks oracles from the dead.". In 1018, Pope Gregory VII wrote to Harald III of Denmark in forbidding witches to be put to death
upon presumption of them having caused ( 3 ) ______________ or failure of crops. In 1484, Pope Innocent the VIII issued
the summis desiderantes that recongnised the existence of witches and allowed for the "correcting, imprisoning, punishing and chastising such persons”. The Malleus Maleficarum, or the Hammer of Witches, by Catholic
Clergyman Heinrich Kramer was published in Germany in 1487. It asked for the extermination of witches and was a bestseller for 200 years. Anne Boleyn, second wife of King Henry VIII was accused of practicing witchcraft before her beheading in 1536. The large scale persecution of witches or the ’ ( 4 ) ________ Times ’ started in Scotland in 1590 under the
rule of James VI – the future James I of England. Between 1603 and 1625, there were about 450 witch ( 5 ) __________ in
total with half of the accused found guilty and executed . The Discovery of Witches, was a pamphlet published in England
in 1647, by Witchfinder General, Mathew Hopkins. He wrote that he had witnessed six ( 6 ) ______________ attempting
to sneak into the room where a witch was being watched. ‘One was a whitish thing, not quite as large as a _____ ; another was something like a dog with sandy spots; and a third resembled a greyhound with long legs’. The European witch
( 7 ) _______ also spread to Colonial American with the most famous witching event culminated in the Salem witch trials,
in Massachusetts in 1692. ( 8 ) __________ spread through the community and beyond and 20 people were executed.
After events in Salem, the witch craze began to die down. In 1951, the Witchcraft Act introduced in England in 1542 was
repealed. However, even today many people still believe in witchcraft, the occult and dark magic. In 2009, a young girl
was buried alive in Papua New Guinea after being accrued of being a witch.
1: Why do you think women were more likely of being accused of witchcraft?
______________________________________________________________________________________
2: Roughly how many witches were executed between 1603 and 1625?
______________________________________________________________________________________
3: Why do you think society was more likely to believe in witches in the past than today ?
______________________________________________________________________________________

Why Were Women Accused of Being Witches?
Mission : to complete the tasks outlined bellow!
Task : 1: colour code or label ( 1-4 ) each of the four circles below. 2 : Match with the sources provided 3 : Write a few sentences about each category below.
4 : Answer question provided.

Religious Beliefs
*

Complete the passage ...
“ Thou shall not suffer …...

*
*
*

Gender Roles and Misogyny

Why were midwives accused?

Intolerance

Example of intolerance today

Ignorance / Other Reasons

Symptoms or ergot poisoning

*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*

During the Black Death ( plague ) that wiped out up to fifty percent of the population,
many people looked for scapegoats. Intolerance of non-Christians led to minorities such
as Muslims and Jews being accused of devil-worship. Women were also an easy target
and thus were singled out as being a cause of trouble.

The Salem tragedy might have been related to
the cold weather, more specifically a pursuit for
something or someone to blame for the related
hardships such as crop failure. This theory is
supported by historical records which indicate
that the years preceding the Witch Trials were
particularly cold.

Scapegoats

Catholics Burned Heretics

With the Protestant's strong emphasis upon the literal
meaning of the Bible, the writing in Exodus 22:18: "thou
shall not suffer a witch to live," was often used. Both
John Calvin and Martin Luther described their personal
encounters with the devil and witches.

There had always been village tensions and anxieties about the poor.
Poorer older single or widowed
women generally did not have male
supporters to guard against fake
accusations of being a witch. Often
they were accused simply because
they were not liked or wrongly
blamed for some
‘unexplainable’ misfortunate.
Many times these women had cats
and other animals to keep them
company. The animals could be
seen as "familiars," and were additional sources of suspicions. In the
America tensions between old and
new settlers also were present.

10 Reasons Women Were Accused of Being Witches?
Go Further : use the clues to identify reasons. ( categorise - Religious
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Catholic Church

Black Death

Ergot Poisoning

Boredom

Roles as Midwives

Natural Disasters

Puritan Teaching

Misogyny

Old Women Vuler’ble

Fear of Poor

CANNOT
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